NEWSLETTER OF ASHTON LODGE No 218 OF THE UNITED GRAND LODGE OF QUEENSLAND

I ncoming Master Peter Casper made
special request to the Lodge to deft
his Installation night until the first
Saturday in October, for a particular
reason, which was sanctioned by h
fellow officers of the Lodge.

This change from the normal night
installation will allow Peter have the spe:
pleasure of Initiating his twin songdphn ani
Andrew who will, during

lodge to coincide with his election to the ofi
of Worshipful Master to the time when his s
would be eligible to join the Cratft.

John and Andrew will celebrate their eight-
eenth birthday in the month of December
it is anticipated that after all the "paper wc
has been completed, they will come up
Initiation in February of 2009.

Following a trend which is appearing in sc
masonic lodges, the Installation night has t

his term of office, be-
come old enough to be
come Freemasons an
join their father as
members of his Lodge.
Originally a resident of
Victoria, Peter was initi-
ated into The Lodge of
Judah No 20 in 1987
progressed through th
various offices, culmi- |
nating in him occupying
the chair of Worshipful
Master in 1992.

transfered from th
usual gazetted night
a Saturday, with tr
Ceremony commenc-
ing late in the after-
noon.

The Lodge has en-
gaged the expertise
the Job's Daughters
organise the Festi
Banquet, thereby pro-
moting support to &
organisation which af-
fords young wome
between the ages of

Arriving in Brisbane in
1996, Peter immediately
applied for membership into Ashton ¢
straightaway offered himself as a candidatt
office in his new Lodge.

When he affiliated with Ashton, Peter v
cognisant of the age of his sons, and time:
progress through the various chairs of

to 20 years the oppor-
tunity to learn values and skills while maximis-
ing their potential and at the same t
developing confidence, leadership, life sk
and responsibilityThe Job's Daughters a
pride themselve on teamwork and commu
service. Ashton Lodge is fully supportive
such an organisation.
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hane Kalogian, 34,
has been collecting
single malt whisky
(the single malt part
means it is made by a
single distillery, rather
than blended with
other whiskies) since
he was twenty and
now has about 3000
bottles.
“I've never really done
the sums as far as the total
value of my collection goes but I'd say | h
spent between $300,000 and $400,00C

whisky.

Every spare cent I've had has gone into whi:
he says.

Kalogian buys and sells - usually at a hee
profit.

The rate of appreciation on many whisl
makes it a good investment.

Kalogian says a 1964 Black Bowmore (fr
the Isle of Islay) was worth about $350 a b
in 1995 but now fetches $3000 to $5000.
A bottle of Springbank has appreciated in v.
500 per cent since 1998.

Kalogian, a self-employed fitter and machir
IS not your typical Scotch nut - most

professionals such as doctors and lawyers.

But all share a passion for the malted be
spirit, which they argue is as complex and ve
in flavour as wine.

Andrew Derbidge, who has been serious a
whisky for 10 years, says after tasting his
decent Scotch, a Lagavulin, he has never lo
back.

"It was completely unlike any whisky | h
tried."

He says a good Scotch "is never
dimensional" and instead has a spectrur
smells and flavours.

"You can spend 20 minutes nosing it be

you put it on you
mouth and in thos
20 minutes Yo
might detect a who
range of differer

aromas."
Chris  Barnes,
Melbourne wine

writer and a memb:
of the Scotch Ma
Whisky Society, say
the diversity ir
whisky compares fa-
vourably with wine.
"It is as complex as wine, ranging fr
delicate floral flavours to almost medicir
smoky and peaty flavours."
The society, which has 350 members,
four or five times a year for tasting nights.
It also arranges imports of limited rele
bottles of fine Scotch (at about 60 per ¢
alcohol compared with 37 for commercic
available Scotch), usually at about $20
bottle.
Scottish families have been distilling whis
for centuries but Australian whisky is a n
industry.
Bill Lark, of Lark Distillery in Hobart
lobbied for the Federal Distillation Act to
changed to allow boutique distilleries
produce the spirit.
There are now three distilleries in Tasm:
with two more due to open soon, plus anc
operating in Western Australia.
Lark single malt whisky takes about fi
years to mature, compared to up to 18y
for Scottish single malt.
This is because it is matured in much sm
barrels than are typically used in Scotland.
from The Age Newspaper, March 2006

one-

FUN FACT
‘Neat' whisky should be mixed with a
teaspoon of water to draw out the flavouys.
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hen telling the story of Boaz, | woulc

firstly take you back to the period oi
Eli the high priest (931-891 BCE) during
the time when a great famine spread ove
the land, a certain man of Bethlehem i
Judah, took flight to the country of Moab
with his wife and two sons.
The man named Elimelecldied in Moab
leaving behind his wife Naonand their twi
sons, Mahlon and Chileon.
The boys married Moabite women, and t
in what seemed a tragic twist of fate, botl
their sons died, leaving Naomi in a stra

land with only her two Moabite daughters-in

law Ruth and Orpah.

When Naomi heard that the drought
broken in Bethlehem and food was a(
plentiful, she decided to return home.

"# $% &

kin of them, and was attracted to Ruth, she

Orpah remained in Moab at Naomi's suggeButh to make herself better known to the |

tion, but Ruth would not hear of it a
accompanied Naomi back to Judah.

On arriving in Bethlehem, their first prior
was to find enough food to eat.

During these times a Mosaic Law existed
people in such a predicament by decreeinc
owners of land were not permitted to reap
corners of their grain fields nor gather

dropped gleanings. which were left for

poor, for foreigners and for widows &
orphans.

Since Naomi was becoming a little too ol
work in the fields, Ruth asked if she might
and find the field of some kind man w
would allow her to glean.

In so doing, she happened to come to
portion of the field belonging to Boaz, w
chanced to be of the family of Elimelech.
When Boaz saw Ruth, he was immedis
attracted to her, and upon hearing of
tribulations, immediately ordered that she ¢
gleaning and to reap instead. He allowec

by visiting him during the night whilst he w
asleep on the threshing room floor.

When he asked who she was, she answere
she was a close relative and asked that he <
his cloak over her, signifying his willingness
become her protector and provider.

In order that Boaz could marry Ruth it v
necessary that he exercise the right ofgbel
or kinsman-redeemer (the obligation of the «
was more than the duty of preserving the fa
name of his relative in Israel. It was also to k
the land allotted to members of the clan wi
the clan).

Yet there was a kinsman closer to Ruth -
Boaz and he had the priority.

Would this relative claim the right of kinsman-
redeemer and keep Boaz and her apart?
Boaz went down to the gates of the city (wt
was a kind of outdoor court where judic
matters were resolved by the elders and o
who earned the confidence and respect o
people) and sent for Naomi and Ruth.

to take home as much as she could carry. He also called for the nearest kinsman to attend.

When Naomi found out that Boaz was a |

He asked the kinsman while all were prese
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he wanted to buy back the land ownec

It seems to agree with another pillar discov:

Naomi and originally owned by Emimelech. i, another temple in Arabia

“If you will redeem it, then now is the tirr
but if you do not, then | will buy it back”.
At first the person said he would, but u
hearing that it not only entailed the purct
of the land but that he also had to marry |
in order to perpetuate the name of the «
through his inheritance.

Being already married with children, 1
kinsman upon realising the implications
fulfilling the bargain, indicated that he co
not redeem it lest he ruin his own inherita

We do know that he is mentioned in the b
of Genesis as a descendant of Aaron and
of Simeon.

Jachin is reputed to be the founder of the
of the 24 courses into which David organi
the priests.

It is a Hebrew word and roughly translate
“he establishes”.

This name also occurs in the Phoenician
Assyrian vocabulary.

It might be of interest to say a little about

and offered the right of redemption to Boazhjstory of what is known about these wondi

So the man yielded up both the field and F
who was, as mentioned earlier, a kin to tt
that were dead.

Boaz called the senate to witness, and bi:
woman to loose his shoe, and spit in his
according to the law.

When that was done, Boaz married Ruth
they had a son within a year’s time nat
Obed, and in due course he became the 1
of Jesse, the father of David who became |
of Israel and was the father of Solomon.

here is very little known of the life
Jachin the assistant high priest v
presided at the dedication of the Ten
and why exactly this name was attac
to the right hand pillar standing on -
porch of King Solomon’s Temple, exct

pillars and their origins.

"And King Solomon sent and brought Hir
from Tyre. He was the son of a widow of
tribe of Naphtali, and his father was a mal
Tyre, a worker in bronze; and he was ful
wisdom, understanding, and skill, for mak
any work in bronze. He came to King Solon
and did all his work."

He cast two bronze pillars, each eighteen ci
high and twelve cubits around that is, abou
feet (about 8.1 metres) high and 18 feet (a
5.4 metres) around and nearly six feet (abc
metresthick).

He also made two capitals of cast bronze t
on the tops of the pillars; each capital was
cubits that is, about 7 1/2 feet (about 2.3 me
high.

He erected the pillars at the portico of
temple.

The pillar to the south he named Jachin
the one to the north Boaz.

The capitals on top were in the shape of li
It was a common practice in antiquity to e
two independent pillars flanking the entra
to a temple.

According the "old ritual" these two gre
pillars had been hollow.

Inside them had been stored the "anc
records" and the "valuable writings" pertain
to the past of the Jewish people.

And amongst these records, had been
secret of the magical Shamir" and the his
of its properties.

Because Moses had commanded the Isra

to suppose that the name was an abbrewiat to use "any tool of iron" in the construct

tion of an inscription engraved on it.

of holy places, Solomon had ordered tha
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hammers, axes or chisels should be used 1
and dress the many massive stone blocks
which the outer walls and courtyard of
Temple had been built.

Instead he had provided the artificers witt
ancient device, dating back to the time
Moses himself.

This device was called the Shamir and
capable of cutting the toughest of matel
without friction or heat.

Irad begat Mehujael and

Mehujael begat Methusael and
Methusael begat Lamech

And Lamech took unto him two wives, c
was named Adah and the other Zillah. (
first recorded incidence of polygamy).
Zillah brought forth Tubalcain, who was
hammerer and artificer in every work of br
and iron.

And Lamech said to his wives Ada and Zillah:

Also known as "the stone that splits rocks". Hear my voice, ye wives of Lamech, hear

The Shamir may not be put in an iron ve
for safekeeping, nor in any metal vesse
would burst such a receptacle asunder.

It is to be kept wrapped up in a woollen cl
and this in turn is placed in a lead basket f
with barley bran.

With the destruction of the Temple the She
vanished.

The Temple was completed, after seven
of work, in the eleventh year of Solomc
reign, approximately 950 BC.

The Temple, including the pillars nan
Jachin and Boaz, lasted until the invac

Babylonians destroyed or looted almost every-

thing in 587 BC.
After standing about 360 years, the pillar:
bronze named Jachin and Boaz were ca

off to Babylon along with the people of Judah.

he legacy of Tubalcain goes back a

long way. In fact his story has its begin-

nings at the time of Adam and Eve.

We are well aware that after the banishr
of Cain from the land of his birth and the m
that God placed on him, making him
vagabond and a fugitive, Cain called upor
maker for mercy, saying that because of
actions there would be many people out t
who would wish to kill him.

The Lord replied saying: Therefore, whoe
slayeth Cain, vengeance shall be taken or
sevenfold.

So Cain, as the good book states, went t
land of Nod which is east of Eden.

Now this is the time of begetting.

Cain begat Enoch

Enoch begat Irad and

to my speech: for | have slain a man to
wounding of myself, and a stripling to my o
bruising.

(Itis the tradition of the Hebrews, that Lam
in hunting, slew Cain, mistaking him for aw
beast; and that having discovered what he
done, he beat so unmercifully the youth,
whom he was led into that mistake, that
died of the blows).

Lamech seems to be boasting that he has
a young man for a seemingly minor offe
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for the last part of Genesis 23 can alsc
interpreted as "And a young lad for bruis
me."

The Lord had pronounced that anyone sla
Cain in vengeance for his killing of Abel wol
be punished sevenfold.

But Lamech seems to think that if any
should try to slay him in vengence there
be a 77 fold revenge.

We are not told that this proposed revenc
of the Lord, so we must assume that it w«
be at the hands of Lamech's sons or famil
clan, or tribe.

So it would appear that we have here
example of what so often is the case in ti
or clan warfare, the susposedly “injured" p
wants revenge many many times over.
There have been past cases when an
family was destroyed in revenge for a ve
insult.

And this, | propose, is possibly only one sin
example of how violent the people before
flood had become and also soon after the 1
and even to today.

Tubalcain, the son of Lamech and Zildah
"a maker of every cutting instrument of bro
and iron" so it appears that the offspring
Lamech had the technology to wage \
violent warfare.

To Tubalcain is attributed the art of puttin

And each one pray'd for a strong steel blade
As the crown of his desire;

And he made them weapons sharp and st
Till they shouted loud for glee,

And gave him gifts of pearls and gold,
And spoils of the forest free.

And they sang - "Hurrah for Tubal Cain,
Who hath given us strength anew!

Hurrah for the smith, hurrah for the fire,
And hurrah for the metal true!"

But a sudden change came o'er his heart
Ere the setting of the sun,

And Tubal Cain was fill'd with pain
For the evil he had done;

He saw that men, with rage and hate,
Made war upon their kind,

That the land was red with the blood they ¢
In their lust for carnage, blind.

And he said - "Alas! that ever | made,
Or that skill of mine should plan,

The spear and the sword for men whose joy
Is to slay their fellow-man!"

And for many a day old Tubal Cain
Sat brooding o'er his woe;

And his hand forebore to smite the ore,
And his furnace smoulder'd low.

But he rose at last with a cheerful face,
And a bright courageous eye,

sharp edge on bronze, brass and iron tools./And bared his strong right arm for work,

He is the hero of an epic poem written du
the 19th century by a Scot, Charles Mact
and taught to schoolchildren.

OLD Tubal Cain was a man of might
In the days when earth was young:

While the quick flames mounted high.
And he sang - "Hurrah for my handiwork!"
And the red sparks lit the air;
“Not alone for the blade was the bright steel Made;
And he fashion'd the first ploughshare!

By the fierce red light of his furnace bright And men, taught wisdom from the past,

The strokes of his hammer rung;
And he lifted high his brawny hand
On the iron glowing clear,

In friendship join'd their hands,
Hung the sword in the hall, the spear on the wall,
And plough'd the willing lands;

Till the sparks rush'd out in scarlet showersAnd sang - "Hurrah for Tubal Cain!

As he fashion'd the sword and spear.
And he sang - "Hurrah for my handiwork!
Hurrah for the spear and sword!
Hurrah for the hand that shall wield them w

For he shall be king and lord!

To Tubal Cain came many a one,
As he wrought by his roaring fire,

Our stanch good friend is he;

And for the ploughshare and the plough

To him our praise shall be.

But while Oppression lifts its head,
Or a tyrant would be lord,

Though we may thank him for the plough,
We'll never forget the sword!"

Charles Mackay
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fter four years work-
_ ing with computers
is a song composed by | in Edinburgh, Scotland
Wor Bro lan Pieper
Harry Lauder with wife Louise and son
William have returned
home to Brisbane with
great memories of theif
sojourn in Scotland and
the British Isles.

Whilst there, lan visited
many Lodges, and in his Newsletters publis

in "Ashton News" afforded us interesti
snipets of his masonic travels by acting
great ambassador, passing on fraternal greet-
ings on behalf of the Worshipful Master ¢
Brethren of Ashton Lodge.

and

henAlistair Moat arrived in Brisbane fre
from Edinborugh Scotland, just over two -
a half years ago, to take up a position as a st
! engineer with an international engineering com,
he immediately made application to becon
member of Ashton Lodge, and at present holc
% | office Innerguard. Alistair has been chosen b
I company to take up a position as site manage!

huge project in progress in Dubai, in
United Arab Emirates on the Persian Gulf. Ali
. & spoke movingly of the friendship extended
- - members of the Lodge and we in return, wish
Alistair and Susan every success for the future.
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AUDER, Sir Harry (1870-1950) wa:

Initiated into Freemasonry in Lodge
Dramatic, No. 571 (Glasgow).
Lauder is said to have started his music
career as an Irish comedian. He toured
world extensively during his forty-year care
including twenty-two trips to the United Sta
and several to Australia, to which his brof
John had emigrated.

He was, at one time, the highest-paid pef

former in the world, making the equivalent
£12,700 a night plus expenses, and wa:s
first British performer to sell more than
million records.

When World War | broke out, Lauder was
Melbourne on one of his Australian tours.
He suffered personal tragedy during the
when his only son, John (1891-1916), a caj
in the 8th Argyll and Sutherland Highland¢
was killed in action on 28 December 1911
Poiziers.

Harry wrote the song "Keep Right on to
End of the Road" in the wake of John's de
For his services during the war, Lauder
knighted in January 1919.

Sir Harry wrote most of his own son
favourites of which were "Roamin' in t

suggest that no man since Sir Walter Sc
(1771-1832) has warmed the world's hea
Scotland more surely that Sir Harry Lauder.
His reputation has suffered from those \
criticise him for creating the sterotype o
kilted, ultra-thrifty Scot.

The greatest tribute to him must be that

songs are sung every day somewhere through-

out the world.

Brother Lauder's fame extended far bey
his native country and he never forgot
humble Scottish origins nor that he wa
Freemason.

In the latter years of his life especially,
would often arrive unannounced at a Lo«
and happily entertain the Brethren during

Gloamin™, "l Love a Lassie", "A Wee Deoch-Harmony following the meeting.

an-Doris".

Sir Harry's final retirement was announce
1935. However, he again entertained trc
during World War 1l, despite his age.

His last years were spentin his home of La
Ha' at Strathaven, where he died in Febr
1950, aged 79.

Henry Morton (1892-1979), a journalist &
writer, met him in Aberdeen during 1928

He represents a classic example of a wor
class Scot who became a Freemason
before he became famous.

He is therefore much in the mold of Brot
Robert Burns* (1759-1769.)

For every famous individual like Brottr
Lauder, there are and were thousands of !
working class Scots who obtained the s
pleasure as did he from Freemasonry.

described him as 'small, sturdy and smooth of fac&he last word should be his;

His Glengarry was worn at a jaunty angle

‘Aye, I'm tellin' ye... happiness is one of

as he walked, the almost ankle-length Infew things in this world that doubles every ti

verness cape which he wore, exposed a |
a MacLeod Kkilt.

you share it with someone else'.
*Sir Walter Scott and Robert Burns were

The superior person will perhaps sniff if IFreemasons.



