
A VOTE to relocate to the Stones 
Corner Centre was resubmitted 
to the regular May meeting of the 

Lodge after it was found that a previous 
notice of motion put to the members was 
unconstitutional (see June issue Ashton 
News) because it did not comply with 
Rule 49a of the Book of Constitutions.
At the June meeting, another vote was 
conducted  seeking the required three-quarters 
majority, with the motion to relocate only just 
obtaining the required numbers.
Now that we have a new venue for our Lodge, 
the night for our regular meetings was consid-
ered, and although the first Monday of the 
month was sought, this night was already 
occupied by two other Lodges 
We were fortunate enough to be able to secure 
the second Monday of the month which was 
most opportune, considering the number of 
Lodges which meet at this Centre each month!
Since our move from Vulture Street to the 
Masonic Centre in the city centre in February 
2004, there has been a slow decline in Lodge 
attendance and visitor participation which 
seems to have been prompted by the uncer-
tainty of convenient car parking facilities close 
enough to the Ann Street Centre, and of the 

restrictions imposed by the Centre regarding 
early admittance of members, and the worry 
of completing our Lodge work and having a 
relaxed festive board was constantly at risk 
due to a time curfew to vacate the premises.
Now we are returning to an area very close 
to our original beginnings and meeting in a 
Centre more concordant to our needs.    z
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Meeting Night and 
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Ashton Lodge No 218

Ceremony of Installation 
of 

Worshipful Master
and 

Investiture of Officers
to be held at 

Stones Corner Masonic Centre
on 

Saturday, 22nd September, 2007
Tyling 3.30 pm

IMPORTANT
NOTICE!

As from Monday 8th October 2007, all Regular Meetings will be held on 
the Second Monday of the month at the Stones Corner Masonic Centre
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IN a hospital's Intensive Care Unit, pa-
tients always died in the same bed, on 

Sunday morning, at about 11:00 a.m., 
regardless of their medical condition. 
This puzzled the doctors and some even 
thought it had something to do with the 
supernatural. 
No one could solve the mystery as to why the 
deaths occurred around 11:00 a.m Sunday, so 
a worldwide team of experts was assembled to 
investigate the cause of the incidents.
The next Sunday morning, a few minutes 
before 11:00 am., all of the doctors and nurses 
nervously waited outside the ward to see for 

themselves what the terrible phenomenon was 
all about. 
Some were holding wooden crosses, prayer 
books, and other holy objects to ward off the 
evil spirits.
Just when the clock struck 11:00, Pookie 
Johnson, the part- time Sunday sweeper, 
entered the ward and unplugged the life 
support system so he could use the vacuum 
cleaner.

ö   ö   ö

THREE women go down to Mexico one 
night to celebrate college graduation, 

get drunk and wake up in jail, only to find 
that they are to be executed in the morn-
ing, though none of them can remember 
what they did the night before.
The first one, a redhead, is strapped in the 
electric chair and is asked if she has any last 
words.
She said, "I just graduated from Trinity Bible 
College and believe in the almighty power of 
God to intervene on the behalf of the 
innocent."
They throw the switch and nothing happens. 
They all immediately fall to the floor on their 
knees, beg for forgiveness, and release her.
The second one, a brunette, is strapped in 
and gives her last words. 
"I just graduated from the Harvard School of 
Law and I believe in the power of justice to 
intervene on the part of the innocent." 
They throw the switch and again, nothing 
happens. 
Again they immediately fall to their knees, 
beg for forgiveness and release her.
The last one (you know it), a blonde, is 
strapped in and said, "Well, I'm from the 
University of Mississippi and just graduated 
with a degree in Electrical Engineering, and 
I'll tell ya'll right now, ya'll ain't gonna 
electrocute nobody if you don't plug this thing 
in."        z

Shock and Horror !

READING TEST

I cdnault blveivee taht I cluod aulactlty 
uesdnatnrd waht I was rdgnieg.

THE PAOMNNEHAL PWEOR 
OF THE HMUAN MNID

Aoccdrnig to a rsheearch at 
Cmabrigde Uinervtisy, it deosn’t 
mittaer in waht oredr the liteers 
in a wrod are, the olnyy ipr-
moatnt tihng is taht the frist and 
lsat ltteer be in the rghit pclac. 
The rset can be a taotl mses and 
you can sitll raed it wouthit por-
belm. Tihs is bcuseae the 
hmamn mnid deos not raed er-
vey lteter by istlef, but the wrod 
as a wlohe.

Amzanighuh ?
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MANY of 
the rea-
sons that 

English spelling 
contains many si-
lent letters and 
other complexities 
date from the 15th 

century, around the time of William 
Caxton's 1476 introduction of the print-
ing press in England.
In spelling, the language was assimilating the 
consequences of having a civil service of 
French scribes, who paid little attention to the 
traditions of English spelling that had devel-
oped in Anglo-Saxon times. 
Not only did French qu arrive, replacing Old 
English cw (as in queen), but ch replaced c 
(in words such as church -- Old English 
cirice), sh and sch replaced sc (as in ship--Old 
English scip), and much more. 
Vowels were written in a great number of 
ways. 
Much of the irregularity of modern English 
spelling derives from the forcing together of 
Old English and French systems of spelling 
in the Middle Ages. 
People struggled to find the best way of 
writing English throughout the period. 
Even Caxton didn't help, at times. 
Some of his typesetters were Dutch, and they 
introduced some of their own spelling conven-
tions into their work. 
That is where the gh in such words as ghost 
comes from.
Any desire to standardise would also have 
been hindered by the Great English Vowel 
Shift, which took place in the early 1400s.
 Before the shift, a word like loud would have 
been pronounced 'lood'; name as 'nahm'; leaf 
as 'layf'; mice as mees'. 
The renewed interest in classical languages 
and cultures, which formed part of the ethos 

of the Renaissance, had introduced a new 
perspective into spelling: Etymology. 
Etymology is the study of the history of words, 
and there was a widespread view that words 
should show their history in the way they were 
spelled. 
These weren't classicists showing off. 
There was a genuine belief that it would help 
people if they could 'see' the original Latin in 
a Latin-derived English word. 
So someone added a b to the word typically 
spelled det, dett, or dette in Middle English, 
because the source in Latin was debitum, and 
it became debt, and caught on. 
Similarly, an o was added to peple, because 
it came from populum: we find both poeple 
and people, before the latter became the norm. 
An s was added to ile and iland, because of 
Latin insula, so we now have island. 
There are many more such cases. 
Some people nowadays find it hard to under-
stand why there are so many 'silent letters' of 
this kind in English. 
It is because other people thought they were 
helping.   (David Crystal, The Fight for English:  
Oxford, 2006).         z

Word complexities
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A Celebration of 
300 Years of
Freemasonry

Photos and Story by Wor Bro Ian Pieper

ON A COLD and squally Sunday 
afternoon in March 2007, a fine 

body of men, clothed in the badge of the 
Order gathered at the foot of Blackfriars 
Street in Edinburgh's Old Town.  
They formed up in ranks of four, behind a 
blue banner bearing the crest of the Lodge of 
Journeymen Masons, number 8 on the role of 
the Grand Lodge of Scotland.  
The pipes and drums struck up 'Scots Wha 
Hae` and the procession strode up the hill to 
the Royal Mile.  
Around 150 Masons including the Most 
Worshipful Grand Master Mason Brother Sir 
Archibald Orr Ewing and the Grand Master of 
the Province of Edinburgh Brother Maurice 
Wilson accompanied by a large contingent of 
Provincial Grand Officers, turned right and 
proceeded down the hill to the ancient 
Canongate Kirk.  
There, Brother, Reverend John Jenkinson, 
Past Substitute Grand Master, donned his 
cassock over the top of his Grand Lodge 
regalia and led the congregation in a devine 
service to commemorate the 300th anniversary 
of the founding, in March 1707, of the Lodge.  
Following the service, the brethren marched 
back up the Royal Mile to the Lodge premises 
for an evening of harmony and entertainment.
The Lodge of Journeyman Masons was one 
of the founding Lodges of the Grand Lodge 
of Scotland in 1736 and does not have a 
warrant or charter from them, or any other 
Grand body.  
They derive their right to exist as a legal 
Masonic Lodge from the law courts that issued 
deeds and decrees which, amonst other things, 
granted the Lodge permission to met as a body 
and to give the Mason`s word.     z

The skirl of pipes and the beat of drums leading the 
Parade along Blackfriars Street Edinburgh

A group of Brethren preparing the Banner of the 
Lodge of Journeymen Masons Lodge No 8

M Wor Grand Master Mason Bro Sir Archibald Orr 
Ewing and the Grand Master of the Province of 
Edinburgh Brother Maurice Wilson
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Commorative Plaque stating: "In 1688 King James 
VII ordained that the mortification of Thos. Moodie 
granted in 1649 to build a church should be applied 
to the erection of this church"

Brethren entering the old Canongate Kirk building

KING James VII (and II of England) 
arranged for the parish church of 

Canongate adjacent to the Palace of 
Holyroodhouse to become the Chapel of 
the Order of the Thistle, and ordered 
that money left at the disposal of the 
Crown by a merchant, Thomas Moodie, 
should be used to build a new building.  
The new building, which was started in 1688, was 
quite unlike anything else built in Scotland at that 
time.  
The Royal Arms on the front were to have been 
those of King James but, by the time the building 
was completed in 1690, the escutcheon of Nassau 
was placed in the centre to make them the arms 
of William of Orange.  
Below are the arms and initials of Thomas 
Moodie.  
The stags antlers and cross were first placed on 
the apex of the roof in 1824 and were replaced 
by those from a stag shot by King George VI in 
1949.  
Every year a Christmas tree has been presented 
to the Kirk from Balmoral.
Canongate Kirk is one of the simplest buildings 
in Edinburgh.  
When they come in people are sometimes 
disappointed as a first reaction because there is 
nothing very grand or elaborate about the place.  
It is, however, a building which repays a little 
quiet study; it is a marvellous place for sitting and 
meditating.  
Its peace, harmony and  unity are promoted by 
its architecture, with wonderfully balancing cir-
cles and semi-circles, arches and pillars.  
The clear windows let us see out and the world 
see in, so that there is no obstruction between the 
church and the community outside;  the one flows 
into the other.  
So people coming in and quietly sitting down find 
a peace stealing over them which is remarkably 
refreshing and re-creating.  
But when they move about inside, to see what 
there is to be seen, they discover there is quite a 
lot, and all of it, in some way, a measure of the 
history of the building and the community, the 
congregation and the church itself.      z

Old Canongate Kirk 
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ONE of the links from the United 
Grand Lodge of Queensland’s 

website contains a connection to 
www.yfmq.com – Young Freemasons 
of Queensland.   
This is a site run by Jason Didsman, Junior 
Warden of Cooparoo Lodge and is funded out 
of his own pocket and by donation.  
It is a professional site; well maintained, is 
current and contains both public and tyled 
sections.  
There is a huge range in the experience of 
members, from non-masons who have an 
interest, through each of the degrees to Past 
Masters and the Deputy Grand Secretary.
Threads include topics that you would expect 
on most community type sites, such as general 
conversations on books or movies of interest.  
It also includes a number of tyled areas for 
which members need to prove themselves.  
These areas get heavy use, as brethren who 
have recently been through a degree ask many 
of the same questions that we have all asked 
in our time.  
There are also the blind panic times in the 
lead up to the next degree where brethren seek 
reassurance that everything is going to be 
alright.
I would recommend this site to our younger 
brethren and those new to the Craft for one 
other reason.  
This site is also used as a networking tool.  
Brethren arrange to visit certain Lodges to 
meet and support each other during degrees, 
performing charges, work in offices and 
installations.  
They also meet for social gatherings, restau-
rants, BBQs and the like.
It is easy to navigate, clean and a credit to 
the abilities and dedication of Brother 
Didsman.  
It is also a moral reason to log on to the 
Internet  
Brethren, I commend this site.                       z

Now residing in Edinburgh, 
Scotland, Wor Bro Ian Pieper came 
across this Internet site which im-
pressed him enough to write a 
critique for inclusion in Ashton News

Local Website makes impression 

How to win esteem
"To learn from people, you have to 
listen to them with respect. 
It is not as easy as you might imagine.
The trouble with listening for many of 
us is that while we're supposedly doing 
it, we're actually busy composing what 
we're going to say next. 
During your next personal encounter, 
try to employ the tactics outlined here:
* Listen.
* Don't interrupt.
* Don't finish the other person's sen-
tences.
* Don't say 'I knew that.'
* Don't even agree with the other 
person (even if he praises you), just 
say, 'Thank you'.
* Don't use the words 'no,' 'but,' and 
'however.'
* Don't be distracted. Don't let your 
eyes or attention wander elsewhere 
while the other person is talking.
* Maintain your end of the dialogue by 
asking questions that (a) show you are 
paying attention, (b) move the dialogue 
forward, or (c) require the other person 
to talk (while you listen).
* Eliminate any striving to impress the 
other person with how smart or funny 
you are.
You will learn, and as an ancillary 
benefit you'll uncover a glaring para-
dox: 
The more you subsume your desire to 
shine (and truly listen), the more you 
will shine in the other person's eyes."

Marshall Goldsmith
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The Countdown Has 
Commenced! 

In just five years, (March 2012) the Centenary 
of the formation of Ashton Lodge No 218, (which 
was then numbered 1105 on the Grand Register 
of Scotland), will be upon us.
 
Preparations for this auspicious occasion have 
already commenced by opening a special bank 
account to receive monetary donations, of which 
an overseas brother has already contributed 
$100.00 and another Brother with $50.00.

How much money in the account will have a 
big impact on how big the celebrations will be.

Your contributions (big or small) will greatly
assist in making this night memorable.

The Lodge will be on the lookout for items of 
Lodge memorabilia, such as photos or early 
Installation cards etc.

If there are any members who have anything 
which might be of interest, we would be keen 
to share it with them.

At the moment, no firm decision has been made 
on what ceremony will be performed in the 
Lodge Room, but be assured that as soon as 
the decision is made, all will be informed.

Helpful Hints for Helpful Hints for Helpful Hints for Helpful Hints for 
Better HealthBetter HealthBetter HealthBetter Health
Author: Kate Dailey (Internet)

If your throat tickles, scratch your ear!
“When the nerves in the ear are stimulated, 
it creates a reflex in the throat that can cause 
a muscle spasm,” says Scott Schaffer, M.D., 
president of an ear, nose, and throat specialty 
center in Gibbsboro, New Jersey. “This spasm 
relieves the tickle.”

Clear your stuffed nose!
The easiest, quickest, and cheapest way to 
relieve sinus pressure is to alternately thrust 
your tongue against the roof of your mouth, 
then press between your eyebrows with one 
finger. This causes the vomer bone, which 
runs through the nasal passages to the mouth, 
to rock back and forth, says Lisa DeStefano, 
D.O., an assistant professor at the Michigan 
State University college of osteopathic medi-
cine. The motion loosens congestion? After 
20 seconds, you'll feel your sinuses start to 
drain.

Fight fire without water!
Studies have shown that patients who sleep 
on their left sides are less likely to suffer from 
acid reflux. The esophagus and stomach 
connect at an angle.
When you sleep on your right, the stomach 
is higher than the esophagus, allowing food 
and stomach acid to slide up your throat. 
When you're on your left, the stomach is lower 
than the esophagus, so gravity's in your favor.

Stanch blood with a single finger!
Pinching your nose and leaning back is a 
great way to stop a nosebleed if you don't 
mind choking on your own O positive. A 
more civil approach: Put some cotton on 
your upper gums just behind that small 
dent below your nose and press against it, 
hard.
“Most bleeds come from the front of the 
septum, the cartilage wall that divides the 
nose,” says Peter Desmarais, M.D., an ear, 
nose, and throat specialist at Entabeni 
Hospital, in Durban, South Africa. 
“Pressing here helps stop them.”   z

A Rt Wor Bro J 
W Ashton,Patron 
of Ashton Lodge.

Rt Wor Bro A B
Duncan, Found-
atiion Master
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by Kathleen Nutt. *
The Sunday Times 25th March 2007

ITS arcane rituals, whispered pass-
words and mysterious handshakes 

have survived centuries of persecution, 
but now the future of Freemasonry may 
be under threat - from the smoking ban.
Lodges have reported a sharp drop in atten-
dances since the ban was introduced because 
smokers are too embarrassed to be seen 
lighting up outside.
Attendances have been hit in small communi-
ties where Masons fear being identified when 
they go outside to have a cigarette dressed in 
their regalia.
The number of Freemasons attending on 
Lodge in Fife has fallen 20% over the past 
year and other Lodges are said to be concerned 
that a growing number of smokers are staying 
away from meetings.
"We have long ceremonies usually lasting 
about a couple of hours", said one Mason from 
Fife, who asked not to be named.
"Before the smoking ban was brought in, 
members could pop into a back room at the 
Lodge and have a smoke during the three-
minute adjournment.
Now they have to go outside because of the 
smoking ban and they don't like it because they 
have their aprons on and are immediately 
identified as Masons. 
I don't mind being seen in public with my 
apron on, but some of the older members feel 
embarrassed and, as a result, are just not 
turning up for Lodge meetings."
The Freemason said that before the smoking 
ban was introduced last March, about 50 
members regularly attended his local Lodge. 
Now, only 40 do so. 
He added that other Lodges were struggling 
to persuade smokers to attend meetings.
"I've been to meetings all over Scotland and 
everyone is saying there has been a dip in the 
number of people coming along to meetings 
because of the smoking ban," he said.
"I've been to meetings in the Western Isles and 

Inverness and people there have told me there 
has been quite a dip there too."
Freemasonry was founded in Scotland by the 
St. Clairs of Roslin and the first minuted 
meetings were recorded in Edinburgh in 1599.
The Grand Lodge of Scotland was formed in 
1725 and prominent Scots Masons have 
included Robert Burns, Sir Walter Scott, 
Arthur Conan Doyle and Sir Harry Lauder.
Sir Archibald Ewing [sic] is the 109th Grand 
Master Mason in [sic] Scotland , while the 
Duke of Kent is is the Grand Master of English 
Masons. 
There are currently around 75,000 Masons in 
Scotland attending more than 660 Lodges.
Worldwide the movement has a further 480 
Lodges in 47 countries.

*Kathleen Nutt, a Sunday Times writer, tele-
phoned the Grand Secretary, David M. Begg, 
on Thursday, 23rd March to ask for an official 
Grand Lodge comment and to check whether 
the smoking ban had, in fact, affected atten-
dances at Scottish Lodges. 
She was informed that the story was nonsense 
and that to publish otherwise would simply be 
wrong. 
The story, as above, was published anyway.
 In other words, having sought an official 
comment from the Grand Lodge of Scotland 
it was completely ignored.      z

Letters page
The Sunday Times, 1st April 2007.

(Smoking ban may stub out Freemasons)
Worldwide there might be 480 Lodges 
affliated to the Grand Lodge of Scotland, 
but millions are affliated to Free-
masonry the world over, all assisting 
mankind through usually unpublicised 
charitable works.  I hardly think smok-
ing could be a rite-destroying mecha-
nism. -- G. Smith, Cromdale.

Grand Lodge of Scotland website
(www.grandlodgescotland.com)

Smoking ban may stub out Freemasons
or How the smoking ban in Scotland is killing off the Freemasons


