NEWSLETTER OF ASHTON LODGE No 218 OF THE UNITED GRAND LODGE OF QUEENSLAND

fter the Installation of Wor Bro Len
Norman and Election of Officers a

the recent July meeting, our Lodge i
just six years away from celebrating on
hundred years of active Freemasonry!
Formed after a petition from a section
members of Lodge Stanley No 680 S
Ashton Lodge became a reality in March 1¢
and owes allegiance to the workings of

Scottish Constitution, which it still strici
adheres to. It takes its name from a promi
member of Lodge Stanley (Rt Wor Bro Jai
Ashton) who was an influencial member
Scottish Craft Lodges in Queensland.
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Answers given by grade 2 school kids
to the following questions !!!

Why did God make mothers?

1. Mostly to clean the house.

2.To help us out of there when we were gel
born.

How did God make mothers?

1. He used dirt, just like for the rest of us.
2. Magic plus super powers and a lot of stirr
3. God made my Mum just the same like
made me. He Just used bigger parts.

What ingredients are mothers made of?
1. God makes mothers out of clouds and a
hair and everything nice in the world and
dab of mean.

2. They had to get their start from men's bo
Then they mostly use string, | think.

Why did God give you Your mother and noi
some other mum?

1. We're related.

2. God knew she likes me a lot more than c
people's mums like me.

What kind of little girl was your mum?

1. My mum has always been my mum and r
of that other stuff.

2.1 don't know because | wasn't there, but
guess would be pretty bossy.

3. They say she used to be nice.

What did mum need to know about dac
before she married him?

1. His last name.

2. She had to know his background. Like i<
a crook? Does he get drunk on beer?

2. She got too old to do anything else v
him.

3. My grandma says that mum didn't have
thinking cap on.

Who's the boss at your house?

1. Mum doesn't want to be boss, but she
to because dad's such a goof ball.

2. Mum. You can tell by room inspection. £
sees the stuff under the bed.

3.1 guess mum is, but only because she t
lot more to do than dad.

What's the difference between mums an
dads?

1. Mums work at work and work at home ¢
dads just go to work at work.

2. Mums know how to talk to teachers with
scaring them.

3. Dads are taller and stronger, but mums |
all the real power 'cause that's who you g

ask if you want to sleep over at your friend's.

4. Mums have magic, they make you 1
better without medicine.

What does your mum do in her spare time?
1. Mothers don't do spare time.

2. To hear her tell it, she pays bills all «
long.

What would it take to make your mum
perfect?

1. On the inside she's already perfect. Out:
| think some kind of plastic surgery.

2. Diet. You know, her hair. I'd diet, may
blue.

If you could change one thing about you
mum, what would it be?

3. Did he say NO to drugs and YES to chores? She has this weird thing about me kee

Why did your mum marry your dad?
1. My dad makes the best spaghetti in
world. And my mum eats a lot.

my room clean. I'd get rid of that.

2. I'd make my mum smarter. Then she wc
know it was my sister who did it and not 1
3. | would like for her to get rid of tho:
invisible eyes on the back of her head.
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Deputy Provincial Grand Master.

Len is also Outer Guard of the Worshi
Society of Free Masons, Rough Masi
Slaters, Pavers and Brick Layers.

In the Scottish Rite 18th Degree he is du
be elected "Most Wise" and is Junior War
in the 30th Degree Scottish Rite.

Len is also active in the Knights of the Y
Cross of Honour.

I t was almost a case of déja vu for Le
and Di Norman when they took thei [ "
place at the Installation Banquet afte

Wor Bro Len Norman had been place

into the Master's chair for the seconc !

time in the Lodge Room downstairs.

Ten years ago Len was installed as Me
of Ashton Lodge, and his enthusiasm for
well-being for his Lodge over the interven
decade has never waned.

Len has devoted a major part of his d
activities to the pursuit of Masonic knowlec
by becoming actively involved in many of
Masonic Orders.

A recipient of 40 plus Masonic certificat
Len is at present Master of a Mark Lodge
well as being Deputy Director of Ceremor
of the Grand Mark Masters Lodge, and is
a member of a Darling Down Chapter ur # $ %
the Grand Council of Scotland.

As a member of the Preceptory he is ac
as Treasurer of both St Andrews No 60
Robert Mcintyre No 164.

He is a Past District Grand Prior, and a
Grand Treasurer and for his services to
Order, was awarded with the title of K
(Knight Commander of the Temple) by
Great Priory of Scotland, a an honour wi
has only 49 active members throughout

world.
As a Royal Arch Knight Templar, Len is :
the moment its Illustrious High Priest anc & $

a member of the Royal Order of Scotlan
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magine this: Centuries ago an orde

of European knights amassed a huc
treasure of priceless artifacts fron
around the world. The loot was late
brought to the United States by th
Freemasons, a secret society.

Determined to keep it out of the hands
the British during the American Revolutic
Benjamin Franklin and other Masons hid
treasure in a secret location but left clue

its whereabouts in famous American land-

marks.

Now, the great-great-great-great-great-

grandson of a carriage boy who learned
secret vows to find the treasure.

The clues lead him to an invisible n
hidden on the back of the U.S. Declaratio
Independence.

Preposterous? Absolutely.

But the plot of "National Treasure", t
adventure yarn is also irresistible fun.

It's become a bona fide recipe for succ
Invent an old-fashioned treasure hunt, fi
with conspiracies and secret codes, and
against a backdrop of real history.

When Dan Brown cooked up a simile
far-out plot in his runaway bestseller The
Vinci Code about a 2,000-year-old secr¢
claimed has been concealed by the Cat
Church, readers flocked to religious
historical texts to learn more about what re
happened.

Will National Treasure do the same
moviegoers?

"l hope it gets people interested in the p:
said Jim Kouf, who co-wrote the screeng

"After seeing the movie, my daugh
grabbed a copy of the Declaration
Independence and brought it to school !
her. That was very exciting."

For an indication of the public's fascinat
with secret societies and conspiracy theo

0) $ 0+
& )

jump on to the Internet, where thousand
wild Web sites claim that shadowy allian
do everything from running internatior
affairs to managing interplanetary treaties.

Perhaps the most famous secret socie
the Freemasons, a medieval guild of stonema-
sons that formed in England in the early :
century and developed into a powerful frater-
nity.

The Freemasons have enjoyed a reput
as influential politicians, scientists, and ar
whose works and charities have enhance
world.

Some Christian leaders, however, h
called it a secret society bent on sprea
evil.

Of the 55 men who signed the Declara
of Independence, at least nine are said to
been Freemasons.

President George Washington was
among its members.

In the movie the Freemasons are seen
positive light.

“The Masons were founded on pretty s
principles, and a lot of those held for
Founding Fathers and probably influen
them a great deal toward democracy at
time," said Kouf, whose grandfather wa
Freemason.

"When Washington had trouble raising
army, he called upon his Masonic broth
because he knew he could count on them."

There is a tenuous link between
Freemasons and the Knights Templal
mysterious order of knights founded in 1.
to protect Christian pilgrims on their way
the Holy Land.

Many Freemasons today say they are
spiritual descendants of the knights.

According to legend, the Knights Temg
discovered the greatest treasure in hu
history buried beneath the Temple of Solor
in Jerusalem. (continued on page 6)
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attered rafts of black lava ovel

orthern and central Australia are
really part of one gigantic volcanic fielc
that appears to be one of oldest ar
largest on Earth, say geologists.

If so, the half-billion-year-old eruption mig
be the culprit in the first mass animal extinc
event in the history of life.

Australian geologists used both the chen
signatures of the far-flung basalt lava rocks
their ages to connect them to a single |
volcanic eruptive episode between 505 anc
million years ago.

The newly identified Kalkarindji Continent
Flood Basalt Province covered at least 644
square kilometres with more than 194,
cubic kilometres of lava, report geolog!
Linda Glass and David Phillips of t
Australian National University.

"It may be a lot larger than we think," Phill
told Discovery News. That's because ever s
their paper in the June issue@é&ologyhit the
web, he’s been getting calls from other Au
geologists who say they know of even nr
distant pieces of what could be the same r
lava deposit.

Unlike episodic and hacking explosive volca

noes like Mount St. Helens or Mount Pinatt
flood basalts literally pour lava out onto
Earth’s surface in often vastly greater quant
and over far longer periods- perhaps mar
hundreds of thousands of years, accordir
some geologists. That means they can co
lot more ground.

Younger recent flood basalts can be fo
mostly intact in places like the Columbia Ri
region of the US Pacific Northwest. But &
half-billion years old, the Kalkarinc
Continental Flood Basalts have been he:
eroded and buried— leaving only far-flung
hints of its former glory.

"This is part of a growing picture," says P
Renne, director of the Berkeley Geochronol
Centre in California.

Other large volcanic provinces have b
identified in the same way- first in one are
by a few geologists, then with a flurry

discoveries by other geologists who w
working on other parts of the puzzle,
hadn't seen the larger context.Two thi
make the Kalkarindji Continental Flood Ba:
Province discovery special and robust,
Renne.

One is that it's the oldest such lava forma

dated using the very reliable Argon-40/Argon-

39 analysis, and Phillips is one of the wor
top "Argon-Argon" researchers, said Renne.

Still, Renne adds that chemical aging of
far-flung rocks makes the process of da
them slightly less reliable.

The second thing is that the timing
Kalkarindji is right at the first major die-c
of animals after they first exploded onto
scene about 535 million years ago during
Lower Cambrian Period.

"That time span was when (animal) life
Earth really took off," says Phillips. "We he
the mass proliferation of species."

"Things just took off like wildfire," agree
Renne. Then at somewhere around 500 mi
years ago many of the strange new beasts
mysteriously wiped out.

A massive release of lava could have ca
such an event by releasing a lot of heat
climate changing gases into the atmosphere.

Larry O'Hanlon, Associated Press
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(continued from page 4)

What is true, scholars say, is that the kn
became wealthy and powerful, and they may
rivaled the influence of some European kings.

"They're mysterious because they were
sensationally successful,” said Lisa Bite
history professor at the University of Soutr
California, Los Angeles.

"The idea behind lots of these conspiracy
treasure stories is that any individual cc
happen upon a forgotten relic of the past,
with other like-minded mavericks, and use
relic for personal redemption or univer
good."

But in the early 1300s, the knights w
suppressed and executed.

Whether they found Solomon's treasure is
known. No treasure map has ever been fc

Although the medieval knights also feat
prominently in The Da Vinci Code, it was tl
novel's main plot twist that Jesus Ch
married Mary Magdalene which stirred up |
controversy.

Could this be true?

"There's no evidence for it in any text," <
Joseph Kelly, a professor of religious stu
at John Carroll University in Cleveland, Of
who has given numerous public lectt
disproving the "secrets" in Brown's novel.

Kelly says many people are disappoir
when he tells them that the marriage n
happened.

Yet the academic says there are many tf
in the book that are historically accurate,

he believes the novel serves a valuable purpose.

"Brown tells people something they never k
that the early history of Christianity was much e
complicated than anybody thought," he said.

Kouf, the movie scribe, sees little dange
weaving together fiction and history.

"If we were laying it out as a true story;, tt
I'd agree that we're taking too many liberti
he said.

"But because it's set out in an adventure 1
like Indiana Jones, | think we're OK. Pec
know some of this stuff didn't happen."

"Mostly we set out to have a rollicking gc
time," he said.

At our August meeting we had the
pleasure of Initiating Alistair Moat,

a recent arrival from Glasgow
Scotland, who has chosen, with his
wife Susan, to take up residence in
Brisbane.

Before making the move to Brisbane,
Alistair was in the process of joining
the Craft (Lodge Galen) in Glasgow,
but during the intervening time, he
was successful in an application for
employment in Australia as a struc-
tural engineer.

Although his sponsors to the Cratft in
Scotland were disappointed that
Alistair was unable to be initiated
there, they nonetheless made inquir-
ies on his behalf to the United Grand
Lodge of Queensland seeking a Lodge
with a Scottish background, and the
Grand Secretary did not hesitate in
recommending Ashton Lodge.

A lot of work was done by the then
Master lan Kerr and Secretary Jim
Robertson to assure that the refer-
ences needed were obtained, by mak-
ing personal phone calls to the
relevant referees in Hong Kong and
the United Kingdom.
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t can be argued that genius is

function of hard work -- that geniuses
are made not born -- after reviewing
experiments and data on the subject «
experts in various fields.

So says Philip E. Ross, in his arti
published in the Scientific American, Augt
2006. He goes on to say:

"Herbert A. Simon (of Carnegie Mello
coined a psychological law of his own,
10-year rule, which states that it takes approxi
mately a decade of heavy labor to master
field. (Based on the evidence) even c
prodigies, such as Gauss in matheme
Mozart in music and Bobby Fischer in ch
must have made an equivalent effort, per|
by starting earlier and working harder than others.

"K. Anders Ericsson (of Florida State Uni-
versity) argues that what matters is
experience but 'effortful study," which ent:
continually tackling challenges that lie |
beyond one's competence.

"That is why it is possible for enthusiast:
spend tens of thousands of hours playing ¢
or golf or a musical instrument without e
advancing beyond the amateur level and
a properly trained student can overtake t
in a relatively short time.

"Even the novice engages in effortful sti
at first, which is why beginners so of
improve rapidly in playing golf, say, or drivil
a car.

"But having reached an acceptable leve
performance -- or for instance, keeping
with one's golf buddies or passing a driv
exam, most people relax.

"Their performance then becomes auton
and therefore impervious to further improve-
ment.

“In contrast, experts-in-training keep the
of their mind's box open all the time so 1
they can inspect, criticize and augment
contents and thereby approach the standa
by leaders in their field."

Philip E. Ross, "The Expert Mind," pp. 69-70

-- Downloaded from Delanceyplace.com

man and woman were married fol
many years, even though they hate
each other.

When they had a confrontation, screan
and yelling could be heard deep into the ni

The old man would shout, "When | die
will dig my way up and out of the grave ¢
come back and haunt you for the rest of
life!"

Neighbours feared him. They believed
practiced black magic, because of the n
strange occurrences that took place in -
neighbourhood.

The old man liked the fact that he was fe:
and to everyone's relief, he died of a h
attack when he was 68.

His wife had a closed casket at the wake.

After the burial, she went straight to the Ic
bar and began to party, as if there was
tomorrow.

Her neighbours, concerned for her sa
asked, "Aren't you afraid that he may ind
be able to dig his way up and out of the g
and comeback to haunt you for the rest of
life?"

The wife put down her drink and said, "
him dig. | had him buried upside down....
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bout 2 years

ago my wife
and | were on a cruise through th
western Mediterranean aboard ¢
Princess liner.

At dinner we noticed an elderly lady sitti
alone along the rail of the grand stairwa
the main dining room.

| also noticed that all the staff, ships offic
waiters, etc., all seemed very familiar with thigyl

| asked our waiter who the lady w
expecting to be told that she owned the
but he said he only knew that she had |

room service (which means | can have break-
fast in bed every day of the week).

3. Princess has as many as three swimi
pools, a workout room, free washers
dryers, and shows every night.

4. They have free toothpaste and razors,
free soap and shampoo.

5. They will even treat you like a custorr
not a patient. An extra $5 worth of tips v
have the entire staff scrambling to help you.

6. | will get to meet new people every se
or fourteen days.

7. TV broken? Light bulb need changir
Need to have the mattress replaced?

No Problem! They will fix everything ar

on board for the last four cruises, back to baclgpo|ogise for your inconvenience.

As we left the dining room on
evening | caught her eye a
stopped to say hello.

We chatted and | said, "I undel’-
stand you've been on this ship fr
the last four cruises”.

She replied, "Yes, that's true.'

| stated, "I don't understand
and she replied, without a paus
“It's cheaper than a nursin
home".

So, there will be no nursing
home in my future.

When | get old and feeble, | an
going to get on a Princess Cruige
Ship.

The average cost for a nursing
home is $200 per day.

| have checked on reservatior|s
at Princess and | can get a lorjg
term discount and senior dis
count price of $135 per day.

That leaves $65 a day for:

1. Gratuities which will only ()
be $10 per day.

2. 1 will have as many as 100 )
meals a day if | can waddle td .- /
the restaurant, or | can havé

\A.‘gu—
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8. Clean sheets and tow
every day, and you don't ev
have to ask for them.

9. If you fall in the nursin
home and break a hip you
on Medicare; if you fall an
break a hip on the Princess <
they will upgrade you to a su
for the rest of your life.

Now hold on for the best!

Do you want to see Sot
America, the Panama Car
Tahiti, Australia, Nev
Zealand, Asia, or name whe
you want to go? Princess w
have a ship ready to go.

So don't look for me in
nursing home, just call shc
to ship.

PS And don't forget, whe
you die, they just dump yc
$ over the side at no charge.

' The Editor cannot attest to t
veracity of this story, but consid-
ered it so newsworthy that he |
had to share it with everyone.




