
W ITH an attendance of sixty 
Masons in the Lodge Room, from 

17 different Lodges, and a bevy of ladies 
at the Festive Board, the 93rd Night of 
Installation was enjoyed by all.
Colour was added to the Lodge Room 

ceremony by the numerous clan kilts worn by 
the Brethren (see page 6) and the Proclamation 
of the new Master was heralded by the 

accomplished bagpipe playing of Bro Robin 
Livingston of Tullibardine Lodge.
With another year beginning, all Officers of 

the Lodge  are looking forward to the monthly 
meetings ahead, under the expert guidance  
of our new Master Wor Bro Ian Kerr .   �
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Newly Installed Master of the Lodge, Wor Bro Ian 
Kerr with Assistant Grand Superintendant of 
Workings V Wor Barry Fry  and Officers of the 
Lodge for 2005-06.
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1. Two blondes walk into a building ... you'd 
think at least one of them would have seen it.
2. Phone answering machine message ... 'If you 
want to buy mariju*na, press the hash key.'
3. A guy walks into the psychiatrist wearing 
only cling film for shorts. The shrink says, 
'Well, I can clearly see you're nuts.'
4. I went to buy some camouflage trousers the 
other day but I couldn't find any.
5. I went to the butcher's the other day and I 
bet him 50 quid that he couldn't reach the meat 
off the top shelf. He said, 'No, the steaks are 
too high.'
6. My friend drowned in a bowl of muesli. A 
strong currant pulled him in.
7. A man came round in hospital after a serious 
accident.  He shouted, 'Doctor, doctor, I can't 
feel my legs!' The doctor replied, 'I know you 
can't, I've cut your arms off.'
8. I went to a seafood disco last week ... and 
pulled a muscle.
9. Two Eskimos sitting in a kayak were chilly. 
They lit a fire in the craft and it sank, proving 
once and for all that you can't have your kayak 
and heat it too.
10. Our ice-cream man was found lying on the 
floor of his van covered with hundreds and 
thousands. Police say that he topped himself.
11. A man goes to the doctor, with a strawberry 
growing out of his head. The doctor says, 'I'll 
give you some cream to put on it.'
12. 'Doc, I can't stop singing The Green, Green 
Grass of Home.' 'That's the Tom Jones syn-
drome.' 'Is it common?' 'It's not unusual.'
13. A man takes his Rottweiler to the vet. 'My 
dog's cross-eyed, is there anything you can do 
for him?'
'Well,' says the vet, 'let's have a look at him.' 
So he picks the dog up and examines his eyes, 
then checks his teeth. Finally, he says, 'I'm 

going to have to put him down.' What, because 
he's cross-eyed?' 'No, because he's really 
heavy.'
14. A guy goes into the doctor's. 'Doc, I've got 
a cricket ball stuck up my backside.' 'How's 
that?' 'Don't you start!'
15. Two elephants walk off a cliff ... boom, 
boom!
16. What do you call a fish with no eyes?  A 
fsh.
17. So I was getting into my car, and this bloke 
says to me, 'Can you give me a lift?' I said, 
'Sure, you look great, the world's your oyster, 
go for it.'
18. Apparently, 1 in 5 people in the world are 
Chinese. There are 5 people in my family, so 
it must be one of them. It's not me so it's either 
my Mum or my Dad, my older brother Colin 
or my younger brother Ho-Cha-Chu. I think 
it's Colin.
19. Two fat blokes in a pub. One says to the 
other, 'Your round.' The other one says, 'So are 
you, you fat git!'
20. Police arrested two kids yesterday. One 
was drinking battery acid and the other was 
eating fireworks.
They charged one and let the other one off.
21. You know, somebody actually compli-
mented me on my driving today. They left a 
little note on my windscreen which said, 
'Parking Fine.' So that was nice.
22. A man walked into the doctor ' and said, 
'I've hurt my arm in several places.' The doctor 
said, 'Well don't go there anymore.'
23. Ireland's worst air disaster occurred early 
this morning when a small two-seater Cessna 
plane crashed into a cemetery. Irish search and 
rescue workers have recovered 1826 bodies so 
far and expect that number to rise as digging 
continues into the night.         �
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Tommy Cooper was one of the UK's greatest comics; 
with his trademark fez, a range of terrible jokes and rare 
skill in magic, he became a much loved TV regular; a 
man who could make you laugh before he did anything.
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WHEN the Grand Lodge of Scotland 
was founded in 1736 there were 

approximately 100 Lodges in existence, 
scattered across Scotland. 
These Lodges were mainly stonemasons’ 

Lodges although there were a few with a 
mixed membership and at least one that had 
no stonemasons at all as members.[1] 

The Grand Lodge of Scotland was con-
fronted with difficulty from the outset as it 
attempted to regulate the affairs of so many 
independent Lodges. 
Indeed support for the new body appeared 

to be lukewarm at best. 
All known Lodges were invited to attend the 

inaugural meeting held on 30th November 
1736 in Edinburgh.[2] 

Only 33 attended, or sent rep-
resentatives, to that meeting. Of 
those 12 decided not to pursue 
membership of the new body 
any further and never became 
part of the Scottish Grand 
Lodge system.[3] 

It was not until 1891 that the 
last of these independent 
Lodges became a Daughter 
Lodge of the Grand Lodge of 
Scotland.[4]

 In order to be accepted as ‘the’ governing 
body the Grand Lodge of Scotland it had to 
compromise on many issues and it is those 
compromises that make Scottish Freemasonry 
unique in world Freemasonry. 
The new Grand Lodge of Scotland ‘granted’ 

a great deal of power to existing Lodges – it 
could not do otherwise as such Lodges 
pre-existed it by many years and already had 
such powers.[5] [6] 

For this reason Lodges under the Scottish 

Constitution are independent, sovereign, bod-
ies in their own right and Grand Lodge has 
quite a different relationship with its Daughter 
Lodges than that of other Constitutions. 
That relationship, together with the culture 

and history of the Scottish people, has ensured 
that Scottish Freemasonry has a very different 
character to other forms of Freemasonry. 
Perhaps these are some of the reasons why 

Scottish Freemasonry is so attractive to men 
outwith Scotland? [7] 

Lodges which had pre-existed the formation 
of the Grand Lodge retained much of their 
local practices and traditions which often were 
different from place to place. 
This is one reason why Scottish Lodges have 

the right to devise their own ritual – within 
reason of course! 
There is no such thing as a 

‘standard’ Scottish Masonic rit-
ual and in theory there could be 
as many rituals as there are 
Lodges although in practice 
Lodges will adopt an existing 
ritual and adapt it to suit their 
aspirations.[8] 

Given that, in Scotland, before 
Grand Lodge, all Lodges had 

this amount of independence then 
Lodges founded after 1736 expected and 
gained the same degree of independence. 
That local autonomy manifested itself not 

only in wide variations of ritual but also had 
an effect on many other aspects of Lodge 
organisation.[9] 

The most obvious difference is Scottish 
regalia, particularly aprons.
A Lodge in one part of the country may have 

used red of its aprons and other regalia whereas 
a Lodge on the other side of the country may 
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have used blue and orange as colours for its 
regalia. 
With no standard colours imposed on 

Daughter Lodges they continued with existing 
designs.[10] 

For this reason all Scottish Lodges can choose 
which colour(s) to use for their regalia. 
The reasons for the choice of colour might 

be obscure but more often than not there is a 
conscious decision taken by the founder mem-
bers when choosing a particular colour or 
combination of colours. 
For instance, Lodge Tullibardine-in-the-East, 

No.1118, (Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia) chose 
Murray Tartan as this was the clan tartan of 
the Dukes of Atholl and John George Murray, 
Marquis of Tullibardine, was Grand Master 
Mason at the time the Lodge was founded 
(1913).[11] 

Lodge Celtic, No.291, founded in 1821, uses 
Royal Stewart tartan and one of the Lodge’s 
avowed intentions was to “promote the wear-
ing of tartan within the Scottish Craft”. 
This was a romantic and a late reaction to the 

repeal of the Act of Proscription of 1746 
which, among other things, had banned the 
wearing of tartan and the playing of bag-
pipes.[12]

The choice of a tartan for Scottish Masonic 
regalia can, like other colours, be due to a 
number of reasons but because tartan is a 
uniquely Scottish icon several specific reasons 
for their selection can be identified:

� The use of a clan tartan by a Lodge which 
is in the clan’s area.
� The use of the tartan of a particular 

Freemason, e.g. the Grand Master Mason at 
the time a Lodge was founded, or the clan 
tartan of the Founding Master. 
� The selection of a tartan for ‘romantic’ 

reasons – e.g. one associated with Bonnie 
Prince Charlie – the Royal Stewart tartan.[13]
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What becomes clear from this very brief 
investigation of the use of tartan by Masonic 
Lodges is that Scottish Lodges have never 
thought to have a “common” Masonic tartan.
Instead they have deliberately chosen to use 

an existing tartan. 

This is entirely in accordance with the 
Scottish mentality of ‘non-standardization’ - a 
peculiar concept in this world of ever increas-
ing conformity and standardisation. 
The Scottish Masonic mentality abhors this 

process of standardisation. 
That is NOT a criticism of other 

Constitutions, other Grand Lodges etc., but is 
simply an observation of the differences be-
tween Scottish Masonic practice and that which 
pertains elsewhere. 
Scottish Lodges revel in their differences, one 

from another, and is manifest, visually, by the 
‘colour’ of regalia. 
The choice of colours, combinations of 

colours, and the use of tartan(s) is sufficient 
evidence of this independence of mind. 
This independence in terms of Ritual, Regalia, 

Colours, Officers, and Symbolism does not 
mean that there is a fundamental difference 
between Scottish Freemasonry and other forms 
of Freemasonry.[15] 

As a colloquial Scottish saying has it: ‘It is 
the same but different’. In other words the 
whole world is out of step with Scotland and 
we are ok with that!
With Scottish Lodges, not only in Scotland, 

enjoying the ability to express their individual-
ity at Lodge level in terms of Regalia, Ritual 
and Regulation (the three Scottish Masonic 
R’s!) the reader might well understand the 
Scottish Masonic ‘shudder’ at the thought of 
the ‘invention’ of a Masonic Tartan for that 
would herald the introduction of the kind of 
Masonic standardization alien to Scottish 
Freemasonry.[16]

Endnotes
[1] The Lodge at Aberdeen (1670) is an 

example of the former and the Lodge at 
Haughfoot (1702) an example of the latter. 
[2] St Andrew’s Day. The Feast Day of the 

Patron Saint of Scotland.
[3] Most of these were stonemason’s Lodges 

with the notable exception of the Lodge at 
Haughfoot (1702).
[4]  The Lodge of Melrose St John, No.12.
[5] The Lodge of Aitcheson’s Haven (1599) 

is another example of a Lodge in written 
existence for almost 140 years before the 
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With the introduction of Author Dan 
Brown's wildly popular, best selling novel, 
"The DaVinci Code" there is a public 
interest in our craft- the likes of which has 
never been seen in recent years.

But that was just the start of it. 
We've heard that Dan Brown's long 

awaited, next novel deals specifically with 
the Freemasons and Actor Tom Hanks is 
slated to play the lead role in the upcoming 
"DaVinci Code" movie.

Add to that the new film, "National 
Treasure", which chronicles a mythical 
hunt for the buried treasure of our Nations' 
Forefathers and it all makes for alot of 
public interest in who the Masons are and 
what we do.

Of course, movies and literature are 
geared to appeal to popular sensibilities 
(and ticket sales) but unfortunately, the true 
history and genuine meaning of our time-
honoured craft suffers a lot of misconcep-
tions because of this.

 Therefore, it's vitally important for non- 
masons to know that the REAL TRUTH 
of our fraternity lies not in the folklore 
tales of buried fortunes or fictional history, 
but rather in the great work and charity 
that Freemasons apply globally - and on a 
daily basis.

Granted, we know that this type of 
information does not exactly make for an 
action-packed movie script or block-buster 
novel, but better still, this is the factual, 
historic and authentic nature of our 
Fraternity.

Yes, there is great fascination with the 
Lost Treasures of our ancient brethren, The 
Knights Templar, but the "GENUINE 
TREASURE" of Freemasonry- the 
treasure that exsists for sure - is the 
Brotherly Love, Charity, Honor for All 
Humanity, Spirit of Fair Play and 
Personal Integrity to which all Masonic 
Brethren are so nobly sworn and dedi-
cated. 
— American Mason the world's first all 
electronic Masonic Magazine

creation of the Grand Lodge of Scotland.
[6] There are a number of Scottish Lodges 

which do not have a Charter (Warrant) because 
they pre-existed the formation of the Grand 
Lodge of Scotland.
[7] The Grand Lodge of Scotland has 

approximately 600 Daughter Lodges furth of 
Scotland.
[8] This is also one reason why many 

commentators, not familiar with Scottish 
Masonic history and practice, make some 
elementary errors when writing on Scottish 
Freemasonry.
[9] Scottish Lodges often have Office-

bearers unknown in other Constitutions.
[10] Within reason of course. Day Glo’ Pink 

is definitely out!
[11] He later became the 8th Duke of Atholl.
[12] The Act was repealed in 1782 but the 

use of Tartan within Scotland remained out of 
favour for many years after.
[13] Lodge Celtic, No.291 almost certainly 

falls into this category. See the picture, (page 
3) of this Lodge's apron.
[14] There are numerous examples of 

Scottish Lodges in many parts of the world 
that have chosen the tartan for their regalia for 
no other reason than the Founder Members 
liked the colour combination.
[15] It is not possible here to discuss the 

differences of Scottish symbolism etc.
[16] The reader 

might be interested 
to learn that there is 
one ‘official’ Mas-
onic tartan and that 
is one which has re-
cently registered for 
the Grand Lodge of 
Scotland 

(The views ex-
pressed in this 
article are those of 
the author and are not necessarily the views 
of the Grand Lodge of Scotland or The Rosslyn 
Templars).
Reproduced by kind permission of Brother 

Nelson King, Editor of the Philalethes 
Society. 
The Society has a website at: 

http://freemasonry.org/psoc/about.htm    �
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News has been received of Grand Lodge's 
acceptance of Ashton's invitation to witness 
a Third Degree Ceremony, by the Grand 
Master of  the United Grand Lodge of 
Queensland, MW Bro John Menzies, at our 
September meeting.
The Most Worshipful Grand Master will 

be accompanied by a strong team of Grand 
Officers including the Deputy Grand 
Master, Rt W Bro Graeme Ewin and 
Assistant Grand Master, Rt W Bro Wayne 
Williamson. 
Candidate for the evening will be Bro Steve 

Rushton.
It has been many years since Ashton has 

had the pleasure of welcoming the Grand 
Master into the Lodge Room, and all are 
looking forward to the evening.      ��� �

What is the oldest profession?
A physician, an engineer, and an attorney 
were discussing who among them belonged 
to the oldest of the three professions 
represented. The physician said, "Re-
member, on the sixth day God took a rib 
from Adam and fashioned Eve, making him 
the first surgeon. Therefore, medicine is the 
oldest profession."
The engineer replied, "But, before that, 
God created the heavens and earth from 
chaos and confusion, and thus he was the 
first engineer. Therefore, engineering is an 
older profession than medicine."
Then, the lawyer spoke up. "Yes," he said, 
"But who do you think created all of the 
chaos and confusion?" 
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I  belong to a Freemasonry mailing list 
available over the Internet. There's a 

wealth of available information and 
opinion on Masonic subjects, and I can't 
imagine being a Mason without access 
to this list.
On the list, a discussion went on over a period 

of days about a particular elementary school 
which refused the offer of a Masonic 
Cornerstone for their new building. 
Among their concerns was that Freemasonry 

discriminated against women and atheists, and 
they felt it inappropriate for a public school to 
be associated with such a group.
As a result of the discussion, I was forced to 

conclude, sadly, that Freemasonry "does" dis-
criminate on the basis of sex and religion.
Because of this, I decided that I should leave 

Freemasonry, find an organization that "does 
not" practice any form of discrimination, and 
join it.
I first thought of the Girl Scouts. I was raised 

by my mother, and I appreciate women and the 
cultivation of domestic skills. But I am not a 
girl and I am too old.
Maybe the Boy Scouts. I was a Scout once, 

and I am sure they would take me back. 
I peaked out at First Class, and I would like 

to start over as a Tenderfoot and see if I can 
get my Eagle this time. Unfortunately, I am 
still too old.
Maybe one of the churches in my community. 

But, no, these churches will only allow me to 

be a member if 
I adhere to their 
particular doc-
trine and stan-
dard of be-

havior. This is clearly discriminating on the 
basis of religious belief.
Maybe I could go to college again and join 

a sorority. After all, I do feel more comfortable 
among women than men. 
But sororities don't accept men, and colleges 

don't accept those that are too stupid to pass 
the courses and too poor to pay the tuition.
Possibly the elementary school whose leaders 

felt that Masons discriminate. 
Surely they wouldn't discriminate, and I 

always did enjoy naps and colouring. 
Haven't had a good glass of chocolate milk 

in ages. But alas, I am still too old and have 
too much education.
After this, I resolved to go home to my sweet 

family and forget the whole thing. 
Except that my family discriminates against 

people who are not my blood relatives or 
friends of the existing members. 
Not just anyone off the street can join us at 

the dinner table, and this is clearly exclusion-
ary.
Perhaps I could live in a vacant lot, not 

bothering anyone. 
But, again, my community discriminates 

against those who can't afford housing. 
People are just not allowed to live in the 

open. Stores refuse to serve those who can't 
pay. Certainly an intolerable situation.
Still, I resolved to give up "all" organizations 

who discriminate, no matter how difficult this is. 
A matter of principle, after all. I will live in 

the woods, by myself, where my pure stan-
dards can be best appreciated. 
But, alas, "even nature" discriminates, 

against the sick and the weak. When I get old 
or sick I will quickly be eaten by some animal 
stronger than I am.
Oh my! Maybe the Masons aren't so bad after 

all . . . the suppers are pretty good and they 
don't eat you when you get old.      �
Copyright ©2002, 2003, 2004, The 

Philalethes Society. All Rights Reserved

����������	�
�
by Bob Dixon,  Member Philalethes Society.
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BY the 16th century the Highlander 
was wearing a plaid and en-dash; 

the origin of modern Highland dress. 
The plaid was one piece of cloth, five 
feet by sixteen (1.5m x 5.8m) 
The Highlander's dressing routine was a 

complex one; it began with laying his belt on 
the ground, then the 
plaid over this. 
He would then 

gather the plaid, lie 
on it, and pull the 
belt around his 
waist. The remain-
ing material could 
be worn loose at the 
back, over the 
shoulder and fas-
tened or, on ex-
treme weather, over 
the head as a cape. 
In fact the sheer 

adaptability of the 
plaid was a marvel 
in itself. To the 
Highlander it was 
an all weather gar-
ment. At night, it 
became his home 
when sleeping out-
side, and his blanket roll in warmer climes. 
Indeed, much admiration has been heaped 
upon the Highlander and his resilience. 
His ability to survive a Scottish winter in 

only a few yards of cloth was legendary. 
This was not traditional Scottish masochism, 

the shortage of dress being more the result of 
a shortage of sheep. 
Their population in the Highlands was not as 

it is now and wool was scarce, dressing in 
layers would have been a luxury. 
The evolution of tartan as we would recog-

nise it began around the 16th century. 
Many illustrations from this period display a 

tartan of sorts, though without the regular 
pattern or 'Sett' that is the hallmark of modern 
designs, and certainly not relating to specific 
clans. Chiefs painted in this period are por-
trayed sporting several different tartans in one 

ensemble. It is true 
that there was some 
regional variation 
and some larger 
clans began to 
adopt colours spe-
cific to their area.
It was on the sub-

ject of colour that 
tartan ran into its 
first major prob-
lem, in particular 
with John Knox; 
(the great Reformer 
of Scotland, who at 
the age of 50 mar-
ried a lady of only 
17!). 
The bright col-

ours were deemed 
inappropriate for 
God fearing folk 
and the clergy were 

banned from wearing them, the congregation 
was frowned upon too and in Aberdeen a 
woman wearing plaid outdoors was considered 
to be 'Wanton'.
The making of tartan fabric requires carding 

(teasing out) and combing the wool to smooth 
out the tangled fibres, spinning and colouring 
the yarn.
This then goes on a winding machine which 

winds the threads onto a bobbin and a creel 
and warp wheel as it sets out the thread in the 
correct order for the tartan pattern.     �
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