
Because of the change of meeting  
places and the unavailability of a 

suitable night in July at Ann Street, this 
year's Installation of Worshipful Master 
and Investiture of Officers was held on 
the last Saturday in June.
It is no doubt that this 

had an effect on the 
numbers attending our 
special night.
But judging from the 

comments made, it in no 
way detracted from the 
sincerity of the Cere-
mony and the camarade-
rie of everyone at the 
Banquet held later in the 
room above.
The evening was en-

riched by the talents of 
two accomplished musi-
cians.
Wor Bro Sam Hunter 

from Canungra Lodge 
added additional em-
phasis to the Ceremony 
in the Lodge Room by his rendition of "How 
Great Thou Art" and his items of harmony 
(with the emphasis on songs from Caledonia)  
at the festive board 
This was was applauded by all.
Wor Bro Peter Burrows from Queensland 

Galen Lodge, who is acknowledged to be one 
of the best Masonic pipers in the Brisbane, 
was at his best during the Proclamation of the 
Master, even though he admitted that at one 
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Enjoyable Installation 
and Festive Board

stage, he almost let the bagpipes escape from 
his clutches.
He was there to pipe in our new Master and 

of course the presentment of the haggis. 
It would not have been an Ashton 

Installation without the presentation of the 
national dish of Scotland 
and the "Ode to Haggis", 
in the capable hands of 
Wor Bro Alan Kingston!
Another pleasing as-

pect of Installations is 
the renewing of friend-
ships of old friends.
This year it was great to 

see Mrs Myrtle Wallace 
and Mrs Shirley 
Rushton, both widows of 
Past Masters of the 
Lodge.
Myrtle has been a con-

sistent attender of our 
installations since Jack 
died, but sadly, she says 

that this could be the last 
as she will be leaving her 

Brisbane home and moving to the Coast to be 
with her daughter.
We had not seen Shirley for some years, 

because they had moved to the Gold Coast, 
and since Pat's passing earlier this year, she 
decided to attend to say thank-you to members 
of the Lodge who made the effort to attend 
the funeral. Shirley was accompanied by her 
son Stephen, who has since expressed an 
interest in  becoming a member of his late 
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FAMILY: Three sisters ages 92, 94 and 96 live 
in a house together. One night the 96 year old 
draws a bath. She puts her foot in and pauses. 
She yells to the other sisters, "Was I getting 

in or out of the bath?" 
The 94 year old yells back, "I don't know. I'll 

come up and see." She starts up the stairs and 
pauses "Was I going up the stairs or down?" 
The 92 year old is sitting at the kitchen table 

having tea listening to her sisters. She shakes 
her head and says, "I sure hope I never get that 
forgetful, knock on wood." 
She then yells, "I'll come 

up and help both of you as 
soon as I see who's at the 
door."

GROWING OLD: An eld-
erly Brisbaneite called 000 
on her cell phone to report 
that her car has been broken 
into. She is hysterical as she 
explains her situation to the 
dispatcher: 
"They've stolen the stereo, 

the steering wheel, the 
brake pedal and even the 
accelerator!" she cried. The dispatcher said, 
"Stay calm. An officer is on the way." 
A few minutes later, the officer radios in. 

"Disregard." He says. "She got in the back-seat 
by mistake." 

AT THE RETIREMENT CENTRE: 80-year 
old Bessie bursts into the rec room at the 
retirement home. She holds her clenched fist 
in the air and announces, "Anyone who can 
guess what's in my hand can have sex with me 
tonight!!" 
An elderly gentleman in the rear shouts out, 

"An elephant?" Bessie thinks a minute and 
says, "Close enough." 

ROMANCE: An older couple were lying in 
bed one night. The husband was falling asleep 
but the wife was in a romantic mood and 

wanted to talk. 
She said: "You used to hold my hand when 

we were courting." 
Wearily he reached across, held her hand for 

a second and tried to get back to sleep. 
A few moments later she said: "Then you 

used to kiss me."
Mildly irritated, he reached across, gave her 

a peck on the cheek and settled down to sleep. 
Thirty seconds later she said: "Then you used 

to bite my neck." Angrily, he threw back the 
bed clothes and got out of 
bed. "Where are you go-
ing?" she asked. "To get my 
teeth!" 

SENIOR DRIVING: As a 
senior citizen was driving 
down the freeway, his car 
phone rang. Answering, he 
heard his wife's voice ur-
gently warning him, 
"Herman, I just heard on 
the news that there's a car 
going the wrong way on 
Interstate 77. Please be 
careful!" 
"Hell," said Herman, "It's 

not just one car. It's hundreds of them!" 

I CAN HEAR JUST FINE!: Three retirees, 
each with a hearing loss, were playing golf 
one fine March day. One remarked to the 
other, "Windy, isn't it?" "No," the second man 
replied, "it's Thursday." And the third man 
chimed in, "So am I. Let's have a beer." 

SUPERSEX: An little old lady was running 
up and down the halls in a nursing home. 
As she walked, she would flip up the hem 

of her nightgown and say "Supersex." 
She walked up to an elderly man in a 

wheelchair. 
Flipping her gown at him, she said, 

"Supersex." He sat silently for a moment or 
two and finally answered, "I'll take the soup."     �
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FROM the date of my entry into the 
Craft I have had a great respect 
for a voluntary institution such as 

ours, which can call forth the amazing 
aggregate of effort which is put into 
learning the many lengthy and in some 
cases quite involved charges in the 
ritual. 
With more experience in the Craft I came to 

understand the appeal and demand it makes 
on its members. 
Above everything else, I have a real admira-

tion for the Brethren who have mastered the 
ritual at a period in their lives when they might 
justifiably have considered all such learning 
was behind them. 
I know well what it has cost some of them 

in time and sheer hard work. 
We can all think of Brethren who have come 

back to such effort many years after they might 
normally and quite reasonable have regarded 
such activities as finished with. 
Some have done literally nothing of the 

nature of memorising since their school days 
or early youth. 
Once a person's mind has become set and 

attuned to his way of life, it is far from easy 
to switch to something new, and those who 
do come back to the memorising and delivery 
of ritual are worthy of high praise.

LEARNING Before a Brother can deliver 
ritual in Lodge he has first of all to learn 

it. This, of course, is axiomatic, but this is 
what most of us find hardest to do. 
Some fortunate people are gifted with photo-

graphic memories and one or two readings of 
a charge suffice to enable it to be repeated 
with little trouble. 
Others have to work harder to memorize, but 

have very retentive memories and are able to 
recall material committed to memory many 
years previously. 
Very often, but not always, these are the ones 

who have to strive hardest to learn. 
The Main point with which I am concerned 

here is that anyone of normal intellectual 
ability can memorize if he sets his mind to it, 
and I would suggest that it is a useful personal 
discipline. 
There is no easy rod for most of us, but only 

determined effort will bring the desired result. 
However, the following suggestions have 

proved of assistance and I offer them for what 
they are worth.

CONCENTRATE Some people have the 
ability to concentrate on a task despite all 

sorts of extraneous noises and other distrac-
tions. 
Most of us cannot put our minds to real effort 

if there is a conversation or music in a room. 
Others find a background of minor noise no 

great deterrent to learning. 
It appears that the majority of people, 

especially when beginning a study, need peace 
and quiet. 
Each will soon discover his own needs in that 

respect. 
It is necessary to keep the matter in hand in 

the focus of one's consciousness. 
Any other thoughts which endeavor to thrust 

themselves forward must be forced to the outer 
margin and the mid kept firmly on the task one 
is endeavoring to perform. 
This matter of concentration is personal to 

each of us and some have less difficulty than 
do others.
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READ the whole of a charge through and 
through. Do not attempt to dispense with 

the book too soon. This appears to be a 
common source of trouble and difficulty. 
It is no aid to the memory to strain it by trying 

to recall material not sufficiently known, but 
rather like going into a big football match 
inadequately trained. (I shall return to this point 
of frequent reference to the book for another 
reason.)
 Repeated readings will enable you to get a 

picture of the whole charge in your mind and 
develop a sense of sequence and continuity 
which is very important. 
What at first seems involved and difficult will 

miraculously resolve itself into something 
familiar and smooth-running.
 

LEARN carefully and exactly. Too often we 
hear a Brother spoil his work by a lack of 

exactness which can, even to a slight degree, 
alter the meaning intended. 
Care and concentration in the early stages will 

lead to good results.

MEMORISING. Although a whole charge 
should be read and re-read at the begin-

ning, most of us will divide it into sections 
when memorising. In spite of this, go back to 
the beginning regularly to insure that continuity 
and exactness are being maintained. 
It must be emphasised that this continual 

returning to the beginning and reading the 
whole charge is important. 
When you have done this and are reaching 

the limit of what you know from memory, then 
use your book and go on to the end of the 
charge. 
This keeps the overall picture in your mind, 

and will help materially in learning the remain-
der of the charge. 
It is most inadvisable to attempt to learn in 

isolated blocks. 

REFERENCE to ritual. When you are trying 
to say a passage from memory and find 

yourself stuck, do not hesitate to refer to the 
ritual at once. In this way the probable 
perpetuation of error due to an attempt at 

guessing is avoided. Again let me stress the 
need for exactness of learning which will be 
maintained by this use of the book.  

TAKE time. It is most unwise in fact, it is 
not an economical procedure to attempt to 

learn a long charge in one sitting. It is a proven 
fact that when we are at rest our sub-conscious 
minds are still at work and should be given 
an opportunity to consolidate what has been 
learned. 
The fatigue factor must be considered also. 

It is best to start work on a piece of 
memorising far enough ahead to allow ade-
quate rest periods and complete changes of 
occupation. 
The importance of this procedure cannot be 

over-stressed. It is a fact that material learned 
over a period is actually learned more easily 
and is retained more thoroughly. 
It is also true that frequent revision is part 

of the learning process and should not be 
neglected.
Memorising is an individual process and can 

be successfully achieved only by real individ-
ual effort. 
While we can be reasonably certain that we 

have mastered something, we cannot be 
certain until we have said it aloud.
 In this connection the use of a tape recorder 

by those who have one available can be 
thoroughly recommended. 
When we listen to our own voices coming 

back to us and follow with the book open, we 
pick up all the little errors and lack of 
exactness which otherwise can be easily 
overlooked. 

DELIVERY. Having mastered the text of a 
charge, the next point we have to consider 

is its delivery in Lodge. 
There are two major things to consider here-- 

the manner of the speaker when delivering the 
charge, and the effect of his hearers. 
It will probably be best to discuss this from 

the "delivery angle", because there is no doubt 
that if ritual is well spoken, the candidate and 
others present will give it full attention 
The suggestions I wish to make will, I 
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You will be quite audible if you open your 
mouth and speak out. 
Be aware all the time of the necessity of 

being heard. Make conscious and active effort 
and you will soon obtain the desired result 
quite naturally.
There is one point to bear in mind which 

will materially assist in obtaining the desired 
effect from any spoken passage. 
The end of a word, phrase or sentence is as 

important as, sometimes more important than, 
the beginning. 
In words, attention to this detail assists in 

projecting the voice out. In any case, there is 
a suggestion of slovenliness in not finishing 
off a word correctly. 
In phrases or sentences attention to the 

ending will help in conveying the meaning. 
Definite sounding of final consonants gives 

clear enunciation and gives "carry" to the 
voice. 
I mention this as I have noticed it to be a 

by no means uncommon fault.

CONCLUSION 
To sum up what I have tried to put before 
you, I would suggest that attention to the 
following matters will be beneficial to all 
ritual work:
  
(1) KNOW YOUR RITUAL. With knowl-
edge comes understanding, with understand-
ing comes expressiveness.
  
(2) BE EXACT
 
(3) OPEN THE MOUTH

(4) DON'T HURRY
 
(5) BE NATURAL

If these points are borne in mind by anyone 
desirous of improving his delivery of ritual, 
I know the results cannot be other than 
beneficial. The Craft and its ritual are worthy 
of the best we can give and I offer these 
suggestions in the hope that they may be 
helpful to those Brethren who wish to 
improve in this direction.              �

believe, assist in achieving this object. They 
are in no particular order but their value has 
been amply demonstrated in Lodge and else-
where. 

POSTURE. Stand easily, naturally and com-
fortable, Do not slouch but avoid making 

yourself into a ramrod. Have your feet in a 
position dictated by ease, with the body 
balanced on them evenly.

HANDS. It does not make for ease nor for 
a natural dignity to put your hands behind 

you. Rather have them loosely and naturally 
at the sides or lightly clasped in front, certainly 
not one in the pocket.

EYES. Look the Candidate in the face. Let 
him be thoroughly aware that it is he who 

is being addressed. 
Do not look at his feet, nor at a point over 

his shoulder, nor somewhere on the wall 
behind him. This is not always easy to do but 
should be insisted upon. Not only the candi-
date, but others present also, will find the 
delivery much more worthwhile if that is done.

SHOW the candidate that you yourself 
appreciate to the full the beauty of the 

charge you are giving and the lessons it is 
intended to convey.

VOICE. It is important to remember that 
although you are speaking to the candi-

date, you should be clearly audible to all in 
the room.
This is achieved by speaking out and not by 
something akin to shouting. Open the mouth 
and speak out not up. 
Use the front of the mouth and the palate will 
project the voice forward giving you a high 
standard of audibility. 
If the mouth is not opened, the voice is 
produced right at the back, you cannot use 
your lips, teeth or tongue properly, and the 
escape of the voice is impeded with resultant 
lack of clarity, tone, resonance and "carry".
In general, keep the voice at conversational pitch. 
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Start with a cage containing five mon-

keys. Inside the cage, hang a banana on a 
string and place a set of stairs under it. 
Before long, a monkey will go to the stairs 
and start to climb towards the banana. 

As soon as he touches the stairs, spray 
all of the other monkeys with cold water. 

After a while, another monkey makes an 
attempt with the same result all the other 
monkeys are sprayed with cold water. 

Pretty soon, when another monkey tries 
to climb the stairs, the other monkeys will 
try to prevent it. 

Now, put away the cold water. Remove 
one monkey from the cage and replace it 
with a new one. 

The new monkey sees the banana and 
wants to climb the stairs. To his surprise 
and horror, all of the other monkeys attack 
him. 

After another attempt and attack, he 
knows that if he tries to climb the stairs, he 
will be assaulted. 

Next, remove another of the original five 
monkeys and replace it with a new one. The 
newcomer goes to the stairs and is attacked. 
The previous newcomer takes part in the 
punishment with enthusiasm! 

Likewise, replace a third original monkey 
with a new one, then a fourth, then the fifth. 

Every time the newest monkey takes to 
the stairs, he is attacked. 

Most of the monkeys that are beating him 
have no idea why they were not permitted 
to climb the stairs or why they are participat-
ing in the beating of the newest monkey. 

After replacing all the original monkeys, 
none of the remaining monkeys have ever 
been sprayed with cold water. Nevertheless, 
no monkey ever again approaches the stairs 
to try for the banana.

Why not? Because as far as they know 
that's the way it's always been done around 
here. 

And that, my friends, is how a company 
policy begins. 

�����������	�
����
��
��
������������

Bro William (Billy) Goat in pride of place

He's the guy that all we have all heard 
about and, until now, never seen.
He is Bro “Billy” Goat and although he 

has become a sort of a legend within the 
Masonic fraternity, he has, until now never 
really been seen at a regular meeting.
It was not until Louise Pieper came 

across him in a patten book and took the 
initiative to invite him to our Installation 
night festive board, where he took pride 
of place on the "top" table, just in front 
of the newly Installed Master.
He, like all those who attended the 

banquet, had a great time socialising with 
old and new friends.
So, if there are any Brethren out there 

who really want to know what happens 
when a person mentions that he is going 
to see someone "ride the goat" we  suggest 
that he comes to Ashton Lodge and see 
for himself!              �  
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Another Notice was brought forward by the  
Board of Directors of the South Brisbane 
Masonic Hall Co-operative Ltd to develop a 
detailed proposal for a new Masonic Centre at 
Capalaba or other appropriate location.
In speaking for the Motion, the Active 

Member for Ashton Lodge, Ted Lowe moved 
"that the recent amendment to Rule 6 of the 
Constitution of the Hall Co-operative Society 
where the word building was replaced with the 
word facility be rescinded and the Rule 
reverted to the original wording and that the 
Co-operative be finalised as soon as practical 
and that its proceeds distributed among the 
member lodges, chapters and other Masonic 
Orders".
This was seconded by Ken Turner of South 

Brisbane Royal Arch Chaper.
A counter motion was brought forward by 

Keith Watts on behalf of the Board of Directors 
"that the Board develops a detailed proposal 
for a new Masonic Centre to be constructed at  
Capalaba, or other appropriate location incor-
porating income producing property, for con-
sideration at a future general meeting of the 
society, with the detailed proposal circulated 
to shareholders and active members at least 
one clear month prior to the general meeting".
This was seconded by Geoff Faren-Price.
Of the 28 people present, 11 came from 

Ashton, but when it came to the vote only an 
active member under instruction from his 
Lodge, Chapter and/or other Orders, was 
entitled to cast a vote.
In all 14 shareholder lodges were eligible to 

cast a vote.
Speaking of his disapointment of the han-

dling of the sale by the Board, Ian Pieper 
mentioned that opportunities had been lost by 

the Board in seeking advice as to the best use 
of the money received from the sale ($1.7m), 
such as making inquiries from property devel-
opers or making the money work better by 
investments other than a bank account.
Zultan Swain expressed concern about the 

manner in which the Co-operatives Act was 
being interpreted by the Board and asked for 
an explanation.
Jeff Flaton pointed out anomilies in the 

presentation of the Balance Sheet.
In speaking against the Motion, Bill Mason 

intimated that we would be dishonouring the 
memory of the original founders of the Hall 
Co-operative and it should continue to func-
tion as a tribute to their memory.
Wally Lock was against the disbanding of 

the Co-operative Society and agreed with the 
Board's  Motion to proceed with a proposal to 
find a suitable income producing property. 
He also moved that the word Capalaba be 

omitted from the original Motion.
Bill Mason moved that the vote be taken and 

on a show of hands of the Active members,  
the Notice of Motion was defeated five voting 
for nine against.
Nominations were called for the position of 

Directors of the Board.
Two were due to retire by rotation at the 

Annual General Meeting and another to be 
elected to fill a casual vacancy.
Keith Watts, Thomas Cowlishaw and Jim 

Robertson were re-elected. 
Jeff  Flaton was invited to become a Director 

by the Chairman, a position he accepted. Both 
Jim and Jeff are members of Ashton Lodge. 
It was pointed out to the meeting that the 

number of directors is set out in the rules as 
being six and that we now have seven.       �
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The children were lined up in the cafeteria 
of a Catholic elementary school for lunch. 

At the head of the table was a large pile of 
apples. The nun made a note, and posted on 
the apple tray: "Take only ONE. God is 
watching." Moving further along the lunch 
line, at the other end of the table was a large 
pile of chocolate chip cookies. A child had 
written a note, "Take all you want. God is 
watching the apples.

A  kindergarten teacher was observing her 
classroom of children while they were 

drawing. She would occasionally walk around 
to see each child's work. As she got to one 
little girl who was working diligently, she 
asked what the drawing was. The girl replied, 
"I'm drawing God." The teacher paused and 
said, "But no one knows what God looks like." 
Without missing a beat, or looking up from 
her drawing, the girl replied, "They will in a 
minute."

A  Sunday school teacher was discussing the 
Ten Commandments with her five and six 

year olds. After explaining the commandment 
to "honor" thy Father and thy Mother, she 
asked. "Is there a commandment that teaches 
us how to treat our brothers and sisters?" 
Without missing a beat one little boy (the 
oldest of a family) answered, "Thou shall not 
kill..." 

One day a little girl was sitting and 
watching her mother do the dishes at the 

kitchen sink. She suddenly noticed that her 
mother had several strands of white hair 
sticking out in contrast on her brunette head. 

She looked at her mother and inquisitively 
asked, "Why are some of your hairs white, 
Mum?" Her mother replied, "Well, every time 
that you do something wrong and make me 
cry or unhappy, one of my hairs turns white.” 
The little girl thought about this revelation for 
a while and then said, "Mumma, how come 
ALL of grandma’s hairs are white?"

The children had all been photographed, and 
the teacher was trying to persuade them 

each to buy a copy of the group picture. "Just 
think how nice it will be to look at it when 
you are all grown up and say, 'There's Jennifer, 
she's a lawyer,' or 'that’s Michael, he's a doctor.' 
A small voice at the back of the room rang 
out, "And there's the teacher, she’s dead."

 

A  teacher was giving a lesson on the 
circulation of the blood. Trying to make 

the matter clearer, she said, "Now, class, if I 
stood on my head, the blood, as you know, 
would run into it, and I would turn red in the 
face." "Yes," the class said. "Then why is it 
that while I am standing upright in the ordinary 
positions the blood doesn't run into my feet?" 
A little fellow shouted, "Because your feet ain't 
empty." 

A  little girl was talking to her teacher about 
whales. The teacher said it was physically 

impossible for a whale to swallow a human 
because even though it was a very large 
mammal its throat was very small. The little 
girl stated that Jonah was swallowed by a 
whale. Irritated, the teacher reiterated that a 
whale could not swallow a human; it was 
physically impossible. The little girl said, 
"When I get to heaven I will ask Jonah". The 
teacher asked, “What if Jonah went to hell?" 
The little girl replied, "Then you ask him". �
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