
tenants who will become the eventual users 
in place of OPD. 
OPD will lease the space at the current 
market rentals at the time. 
If however the rent achieved by OPD is 
higher that the $373,000, OPD would be 
compensated for the increased capital value 
of the property by being paid. 
The total sale price is therefore $6,512,500 
(plus GST).
The Board was not satisfied with the proposal 
but has continued discussions with the devel-
oper in the hope that a satisfactory outcome  
can be negotiated.        �
South Brisbane Masonic Hall Co-operative 
Society Limited maintains a group email and 
file repository on Google. Members of 
Shareholder bodies are invited to subscribe. 
Visit http://groups.google.com/group/sbmh 
to subscribe or to view the files.
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The Board received a proposal from 
the developer in November which 

was published on the web site. Members 
of any shareholder bodies were invited 
to comment but the only responses were 
those from members of the Board.
South Brisbane Masonic Hall Co-Operative 
Limited is desirous of buying a building that 
will serve two purposes.
1. A space of 500 square metres that is for 
their own use. This will be fundamentally open 
plan, carpeted, air conditioned office space, 
although OPD Lennon Office Park will at the 
time of final design development give consid-
eration to achieving additional ceiling height. 
Depending on the design solution, there may 
be some small extra cost incurred as a result, 
but if there is, this can be negotiated at the 
time. The price for this will be $1,850,000 
(plus GST).
2. A 1,000 square metre commercial office 
space to serve as an investment.
The South Brisbane Masonic Hall Co-
Operative Limited have asked OPD to take the 
leasing risk on this space and guarantee a 
return of 8% from the completion date. 
Assuming a net rent of $373,000 per annum 
the price for this will be $4,662,500 (plus 
GST). 
Whilst OPD will be taking the lease on this 
space initially, they will in turn lease it to �� ������	� 
��� 
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The couple were 85 years old, and had 
been married for sixty years, and 

though they were far from rich, they 
managed to get by because they watched 
their pennies.
Alhough not young, they were both in very 
good health, largely due to the wife's insistence 
on healthy foods and exercise for the last 
decade.
One day, their good health didn't help when 
they went on a rare vacation and their plane 
crashed, sending them off to Heaven.
 They reached the pearly gates, and St. Peter 
escorted them inside. 
He took them to a beautiful mansion, furnished 
in gold and fine silks, with a fully stocked 
kitchen and a waterfall in the master bath. 
A maid could be seen hanging their favourite 
clothes in the closet.
They gasped in astonishment when he said, 
"Welcome to Heaven. This will be your home 
now."
The old man asked Peter how much all this was 
going to cost. "Why, nothing," Peter replied, 
"remember, this is your reward in Heaven."
The old man looked out the window and right 
there he saw a championship golf course, finer 
and more beautiful than any ever-built on Earth.
"What are the greens fees?", grumbled the old 
man.

"This is heaven," St. Peter replied. "You can 
play for free, every day."
Next they went to the clubhouse and saw the 
lavish buffet lunch, with every imaginable 
cuisine laid out before them, from seafood to 
steaks to exotic deserts, free flowing beverages.
"Don't even ask," said St. Peter to the man. 
"This is Heaven, it is all free for you to enjoy."
The old man looked around and glanced 
nervously at his wife.
"Well, where are the low fat and low 
cholesterol foods, and the decaffeinated tea?" 
he asked.
"That's the best part," St. Peter replied. "You 
can eat and drink as much as you like of 
whatever you like, and you will never get fat 
or sick.
This is Heaven!"
 The old man pushed, "No gym to work out at?"
"Not unless you want to," was the answer.
"No testing my sugar or blood pressure or..."
"Never again. All you do here is enjoy 
yourself."
 The old man glared at his wife and said, 
"You and your bran muffins. We could have 
been here ten years ago!"
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� They told me at the Blood Bank this 
might happen.
� This is just a 15 minute power nap they 
raved about in the time management 
course you sent me to.
� Whew! Guess I left the top off the 
Whiteout. You probably got here just in 
time.
� Did you ever notice sound coming out 
of these keyboards when you put your ear 
down real close?
� And the best thing to say if you get 
caught sleeping at your desk...
Raise your head slowly and say,...in 
Jesus' name, Amen.
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THE arranged meeting place was 
the Royal Mile whose cobbled 

streets run between Holyrood palace 
and Edinburgh castle. 
The street has significant masonic connec-
tions with three freemason lodges currently 
meeting on the Royal Mile itself.  
The street has certainly has been trod by 
many Scottish Freemasons, including 
Scotland’s premier bard Robert Burns 
who’s poem, Address to Edinburgh gives 
import to this famous city:
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We spent a pleasant afternoon in 
Edinburgh with Ian keen to hear the latest 
news and happenings back in Australia. 
We two Ashton brethren, accompanied by 
my father, made approaches to several 
businesses who deal in Tartan materials for 
new Ashton regalia, but alas, the specific 
type of Stewart Tartan ribbon was nowhere 
available!
We parted with Ian sending masonic 
greetings to the Master and fellow brethren 
back in Brisbane.
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EDITOR'S CORRECTION
My apology to all those readers who 
unsuccessfully attempted to log into 
Ashton's new website after reading the 
December issue of "Ashton News".
In my haste to make the announce-
ment, I inadvertently typed in the wrong 
domain name.The correct address is:
http://www.ashtonlodge.org 
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ing Masonic Education.
MSA also has a variety of digests, many of 
which become educational programs as well. 
For example 101 Questions About Free-
masonry is a very interesting and, quite hon-
estly, entertaining look at Freemasonry. 
A question is asked and a short answer given. 
It's amazing how many times the lodge brothers 
don't know the answer and how eager they are 
to learn.
 There is no aspect of Freemasonry more 
important or more significant than Masonic 
Education. 
The ritual is our introduction to the fraternity. 
Masonic Education is what makes a man a 
Mason - for if he does not understand the words 
and implications of his obligations, he cannot 
possibly live by them. 
When we learn what our fraternity is truly all 
about; when we realise the significance and the 
impact Freemasons have had in this nation we 
can thank Masonic Education.
  We know that Freemasons were involved in 
the movement toward Public Education. In 
many cases there were schools on the first floor 
and lodges on the second floor. 
This is an example of the kind of contribution 
that has been made by our fraternity.
 It is a major responsibility of the Masonic 
Service Association to provide material and 
publications that enhance our understanding 
and knowledge of our fraternity. 
To put it poetically:
 The Masonic Service Association is the loom, 
weaving the fabric - the tapestry - of Masonic 
knowledge.

Vetrans Administration -  Visitations 
Helping to make life more comfortable and to 
provide "a little touch of home" the Masonic 
Service Association - with the cooperation of 
the Grand Lodges and many, many lodges, 
operated a number of Masonic Service centres. 

The door was shut! The Federal 
Government said - No, we simply 

will not deal with 49 individual Grand 
Lodges; we would certainly like to have 
the support of Freemasons but you need 
one organisation to represent you.
This was how the United States Government 
reacted to the offer of Masonic support for our 
troops in World War I.
The Masonic Service Association came into 
existence as a result of this decision and, 
because it was finally recognized that there 
were cases where a national organisation, 
working on behalf of all Freemasons, could 
serve a useful purpose. 
It happened in Cedar Rapids, Iowa in 1918. 
Initially, the primary function of the MSA was 
to support our military personnel. From that 
modest beginning the long road to where MSA 
is today was undertaken.
Today the MSA has four basic functions:
(1) Education/Publications (2) Veteran Af-
fairs Hospital Visitation (3) Disaster Relief (4) 
Public/Media Relations
Let's begin with Masonic Education.
Paul Revere was a member of Saint Andrew's 
Lodge in Boston. 
We all know that his famous ride-warning of 
the coming of the British troops was a journey 
that led, ultimately, to the creation of the 
United States.
Paul Revere was also involved in another 
"ride". 
This time he led Freemasons into a journey 
on Masonic Education. 
Paul Revere was the subject of the first Short 
Talk Bulletin published in January 1923. 
This journey has resulted in the publication 
of almost 1,000 Short Talks covering every 
aspect of Masonic interest that MSA can think 
of. When reading through the Short Talks one 
finds a wealth of Masonic knowledge. In many 
lodges Short Talks are the tool for disseminat-
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Memorial Veterans Hospital in Madison, where 
he pours coffee, visits with patients and greets 
visitors four days a week. "In 14 years, I have 
about 9,000 volunteer hours in," says 
Hendrickson, who is a member of the Masonic 
Service Association - Madison Chapter, an 
organisation that helps to supply the Veterans 
Hospital with volunteers."
 Marie Broglie was a patient at the VA Hospital 
in Washington, DC. 
Marie is no longer with us but while she was 
at the hospital she was just a great joy to be 
around. 
Marie was confined to a wheelchair and while 
taking her to chapel one Sunday she said to 
me: "Were you in the service?" 
I said, "Yes I was Marie, I was in the Navy 
during the time of the Korean War. 
It seems like such a long time ago now." 
She said: "I was in the Navy too". And I said 
"Marie I didn't realise that". She said "Yes, 
World War I." World War I.
Marie was one of the first women to be in the 
Navy who was not a nurse. 
She was not allowed to go overseas but she 
did serve in this country. 
 Mr. Green was walking with us because it 
was difficult for him to find the chapel by 
himself. 
Marie said to me, "Mr. Green was in the Navy 
too." And I said, "Marie I didn't know that". 
She said "Yup, he is a Pearl Harbor survivor."
 These stories are being told to you simply to 
illustrate that every day, of every week, of 
every month, of every year, these are the kinds 
of people the Masonic Service Association 
volunteers are seeing on behalf of all 
Freemasons. 
Be proud of being a Mason because you help 
support this vital program.

I'M NOT PARANOID - IT'S THOSE 
DARN MASONS

 When Homer the Great from the TV Series 
The Simpsons joined the Stonecutters Lodge 
they were spoofing Freemasonry. 
We can laugh at the silliness of what they said. 
For example, at the end of their lodge meeting 
they all sang the Stonecutters song which went:
Who controls the British Crown?

These centres were very similar to a USO 
program. They had dancing, singing, and food. 
To a lonely soldier, sailor, or marine the 
centres often provided the last touch of home 
before they went overseas. 
Just reading the old records from this period 
of time makes one proud to be a Mason.
 After World War II the need for the Service 
centres was gone, but a greater need emerged. 
There were over 20 million military personnel 
involved in World War II and the sick, the 
maimed, and the injured needed care. 
The United States government formed the 
Veterans Administration medical care system 
to treat our Veterans.
 Also created was the VAVS or Veterans 
Administration Voluntary Service. 
Many organisations volunteer - some of them 
are very large, such as the American Legion 
and the Veterans of Foreign Wars - so it's with 
a great deal of pride that we can tell you that 
the Masonic Service Association ranks seventh 
out of 56 volunteer groups registered with the 
Veterans Administration Voluntary Service. 
We do in excess of 250,000 volunteer hours 
per year.
 Let's put this into human perspective. The 
Capital Times - a newspaper in Madison WI 
ran the following story on Christmas Day in 
2001. "John Hendrickson of rural Verona, 
Wisconsin was a prisoner of war during World 
War II, and he remembers Christmas 1944 as 
the holiday when he was marched across 
Germany with other POW's. 
It was the coldest winter in Germany's history.
 On Christmas Eve he was temporarily locked 
with other POW's in a boxcar of a train that 
came under attack by Allied forces. 
"When the planes started firing our German 
guards fled, and we were sitting ducks," he 
recalls. 
After Hendrickson and the others were able 
to get out of the boxcar, they used their bodies 
to form the word "POW" in the snow. The 
"friendly fire" stopped.
 "There was an angel watching over us that 
day," Hendrickson says.
 These war memories surface occasionally, but 
Hendrickson, now 82, would rather talk about 
his work as a volunteer at the Middleton 
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as Dwyane Washum or Pat Robertson tells their 
followers is gospel truth to them. 
This is the real danger in following those who 
profess religious certainty.
 Let me take you a step further. There are two 
primary groups who oppose Freemasonry and 
attack us whenever possible. 
The two groups are: religious extremists and 
conspiracy theorists. 
Lighthearted as it is, The Stonecutters song fits 
the conspiracy theorists mold. 
Let me give you another example. 
This is from an article in the Washington Post, 
September 1995 titled Speaker in the Black 
Helicopter referring to Newt Gingrich.
"Those with a paranoid bent are convinced that 
the Georgian is in cahoots with President 
Clinton, the Rockfellers, the Freemasons, the 
Council on Foreign Relations and the entire 
Eastern Establishment to abrogate the Con-
stitution and forge a New World Order under 
the thumb of Jewish central bankers and the 
United Nations. 
To these folks, the Contract with America was 
a cleverly disguised attempt by the wealthy and 
powerful to impose their hidden agenda."
 From an article in the Washington Post, 
October 1994, Richard Cohen quoted Pat 
Robertson from his book The New World 
Order: "It is reported that in Frankfurt, Jews 
for the first time were admitted to the order of 
Freemasons," 
Robertson wrote in his 1991 book, The New 
World Order: "If indeed members of the 
Rothschild family or their close associates were 
polluted by the occultism of Freemasonry, we 
may have discovered the link between the 
occult and the world of high finance. There is 
no hard evidence to prove it, but it is my belief 
that John Wilkes Booth, the man who assassi-
nated Lincoln, was in the employ of European 
bankers."
 If you follow the thread of what is being said 
in these quotes - just two of many that could 
be used - they combine religious fanaticism and 
conspiracy theories with anti-Semitism. 
Freemasons have accepted Jewish men into the 
fraternity since the 1700's and that of course 
has been another reason our fraternity has been 
targeted. Anti-Semitism is at the core of a large 

Who keeps the Metric System down?
We do! We do!
Who leaves Atlantis off the maps?
Who keeps the Martians under wraps?
We do! We do!

 There is nothing wrong with humor and all 
Masons ought to be able to laugh at themselves.
That was certainly the intent of Homer the Great. 
However, there are those who say much the 
same thing and they are not kidding, they are 
very serious. 
Let me give you an example: Dwayne Washum 
has written an article for a publication titled 
Power for Living which he calls: Why I Left 
The Lodge - Dwayne Washum's Reaction To 
The False Teachings of Masonry. In this article 
he makes the following statement:
"God began to show me that I was following 
false teachings of an organisation where we 
prayed to the Great Architect of the Universe," 
Duane relates. "GAOTU, as He is called, was 
not the God of the Bible, but rather some sort 
of a composite deity who Muslims, Buddhists, 
and other non-Christians are equally comfort-
able praying to. 
God began to show me that instead of 
receiving the truth of His Holy Word, I was 
receiving skillfully, sometimes not so skillfully, 
crafted distortions of it."
 This publication was distributed in April 2004. 
The problem with this kind of distortion of 
Masonic belief is that many of these so called 
"Christian leaders" have large followings who 
must accept and believe what their leader tells 
them. 
There is no room for dissent in these extremist 
groups and toleration and respect for the beliefs 
of others does not exist. Whatever a leader such 



ASHTON NEWS                      MARCH 2008

part of anti-Masonry.
John Robinson formed the Masonic 
Information centre through the MSA in 1993. 
The first task we were asked to address was 
the condemnation or attempted condemnation 
of Freemasonry by the Southern Baptist 
Convention. 
Fortunately the final vote was overwhelmingly 
in favor of letting the individual choose 
whether or not to be a Freemason.
 You may have noticed there have been fewer 
anti-Masons seen on TV as was the case in the 
past. 
Many of the virulent anti-Masons, such as Pat 
Robertson, rarely venture into the public sector 
anymore. 
They stay on their own tightly controlled TV 
shows and rarely do guest appearances in the 
public arena. 
This is because of strong action taken against 
them by Jewish and other organisations whom 
they have attacked. 
Freemasons have not been as public in our 
response but we have quietly and effectively 
silenced many of our critics. 
Brent Morris, co-author of Is It True What 
They Say About Freemasonry, has even had a 
letter from one of the anti-Masons acknowl-
edging that he will no longer use the Rev. 
James Dayton Shaw as a source.
 It is important for Masons to be aware of the 
things that are being said about our fraternity 
and to have information to refute them. 
The Masonic Information centre does have a 
wide variety of publications that respond to 
these false accusations.
 The Masonic Information centre is charged 
with the responsibility of preparing and dis-
seminating factual, accurate information about 
Freemasonry. 
Not only to members of our fraternity and the 
general public but to the media. 
We have, many, many interviews with print 
media and occasionally requests to be on 
camera for electronic media.
 No one can elminate the kind of hatred 
spewed out by the anti-Masons. 
But, if we confront it wherever and whenever 
possible we are able to present Freemasonry 
in a more positive manner.

 Let me conclude my remarks with a compos-
ite view of Freemasonry taken from several of 
the   publications.
"True Masonic ritual, as it always was in-
tended to do, teaches the great lessons of life: 
the importance of honor and integrity, of being 
a person on whom others can rely, of being 
both trusting and trustworthy, of realising that 
you have a spiritual nature as well as a physical 
nature, of the importance of self control, of 
knowing how to love and be loved, of knowing 
how to keep confidential what others tell you 
so that they can "open up" without fear. 
In short, Masonic ritual teaches us to reach 
for a higher standard in conducting our lives.
 Freemasonry has sometimes been referred to 
as a "secret society." This is an inaccurate 
statement. 
Freemasons certainly don't make a secret of 
the fact they are members of their Lodges. We 
wear rings, lapel pins, and tie clasps with 
Masonic emblems like the Square and 
Compasses, the best-known of Masonic signs 
that, logically, recall our early symbolic roots 
in stonemasonry. 
Masonic building are clearly marked and 
usually listed in the phone book. 
The only thing that could be referred to as 
secret - although we prefer the word private-
are the methods of recognition such as grips, 
words, signs, and our ritual by which we induct 
new members.
 Over the centuries, Freemasonry has devel-
oped into a worldwide social and community 
service organisation, emphasising personal 
study, self-improvement, and social betterment 
via individual involvement and philanthropy. 
During the late 1700's, it was one of the 
organisations most responsible for spreading 
the ideals of the Enlightenment: the dignity of 
man and the liberty of the individual, the right 
of all persons to worship as they choose, the 
formation of democratic governments, and the 
importance of public education. 
The 3.5 million Masons worldwide continue 
to help men and women face the problems of 
the 21st century by building bridges of brother-
hood and instilling in our communities ideals 
for a better tomorrow."      �
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WE are just four years away (March 
2012) from celebrating our One 

Hundredth year as an active Masonic 
Lodge meeting in the Brisbane CBD.
After its formation in 1912, Ashton had to 
weather the vageries of two world wars to 
celebrate its 50th birthday in 1962.
This was on top of the various forms of 
entertainment (television and night sports to 
name a couple), thereby putting pressure on a 
member's decision to regularly attend lodge 
meetings.
So it is with fond memories that I recall the 
activities of that landmark night.
The attendance in the lodge room exceeded 
100 brethren, and the festive board seating was 
stretched to the limit.
Ashton was blessed with talented brethren 
with the likes of Frank Fenner and Reg Creese 
who put comedy into their duet renditions of 
such songs as "Oh! No John No!" and Jack 
Smith with his monologues of  "Little Albert".
The Ashtins were at their very best belting out 
bush songs such as "Here's to Charlie Mopps, 
the Man Who Invented Beer".
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That was the way that the 
brethren of 46 years ago 
celebrated their anniver-
sary night, and although 
"times have changed" 
there is no reason why we 
cannot in our own way 
leave fond memories of 
our 100 year celebration. 
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