
Our December 2006 meeting was 
made the more enjoyable by the 

presentation of Masonic Jewels to five 
worthy members of Ashton in recogni-
tion of their service to their Lodge.
In making the presentations, Wor Bro 

Campbell Carmichael, on behalf of the 
Board of Benevolence, thanked the Lodge 
for making the donation to the Aged 
Masons Widows and Orphans Fund by 
purchasing these jewels and assured all 
that the monies made available are put to 
good Masonic use in maintaining a high 
standard of care within the Masonic 
Homes.
Junior Warden Wor Bro Peter Casper was 

elevated to Life Vice-President.
Immediate Past Master Wor Bro Ian 

Kerr was also made a Life Vice-President.
 Bro Steve Rushton, Junior Deacon, and 

Bro Raphael Tooth, Inner Guard were 
awarded Life Governor jewels. 
These Brethren were selected by the Past 

Masters of Ashton as a recognition of the 
contribution they have made within the 
Lodge and for their commitment to the 
principles of the Order.
V Wor Bro Doug Kantor was honoured 

with a Fifty Year Jewel from the Lodge 
and a nine carat gold Lapel Pin from the 
United Grand Lodge of Queensland. 
(Story on Page 6)     
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A  man walks into the street and 
manages to get a taxi just going 
by. He gets into the taxi, and the 

cabbie says, "Perfect timing. You're just 
like Frank"
Passenger: "Who?"
Cabbie: "Frank Feldman. He's a guy who did 
everything right all the time. Like my coming 
along when you needed a cab, things happened 
like that to Frank Feldman every single time"
 Passenger: "There are always a few clouds 
over everybody."
Cabbie: "Not Frank Feldman. He was a terrific 
athlete. He could have won the Grand-Slam at 
tennis. He could golf with the pros. He sang 
like an opera baritone and danced like a 
Broadway star and you should have heard him 
play the piano. He was an amazing guy."
Passenger: "Sounds like he was something 
really special."
Cabbie: "There's more. He had a memory like 
a computer. He could remember everybody's 
birthday. He knew all about wine, which foods 
to order and which fork to eat them with. He 
could fix anything. Not like me. I change a 
fuse, and the whole street blacks out. But Frank 
Feldman, he could do everything right."
Passenger "Wow, some guy then."
Cabbie: "He always knew the quickest way to 
go in traffic and avoid traffic jams, not like 
me, I always seem to get stuck in them. But 
Frank, he never made a mistake."
Passenger: "Mmm, there's not many like him 
around."
Cabbie: "And he really knew how to treat a 
woman and make her feel good and never 
answer her back even if she was in the wrong; 
and his clothing was always immaculate, shoes 
highly polished too - he was the perfect man! 
He never made a mistake. No one could ever 
measure up to Frank Feldman "
Passenger: "An amazing fellow. How did you 
meet him?"
Cabbie: "Well, I never actually met Frank "

Passenger: "Then how do you know so much 
about him?"
Cabbie: "I married his widow."

A MINISTER  in a little church had been 
having trouble with the collections. One 
Sunday he announced, "Now, before we pass 
the collection plate, I would like to request 
that the person who stole the chickens from 
Farmer Condill's hen house please refrain from 
giving any money to the Lord. 
The Lord doesn't want money from a thief!" 
The collection plate was passed around, and 
for the first time in months everybody gave. 

A YOUNG mother paying a visit to a doctor 
friend and his wife made no attempt to restrain 
her five-year-old son, who was ransacking an 
adjoining room. 
But finally, an extra loud clatter of bottles did 
prompt her to say, "I hope, doctor, you don't 
mind Johnny being in there." 
"No," said the doctor calmly, "He'll be quiet 
when he gets to the poisons." 

 TWO Aussies, Davo and Johnno, were adrift 
in a lifeboat. While rummaging through the 
boat's provisions, Davo stumbled across an old 
lamp. He rubbed the lamp vigorously and a 
genie came forth. This genie, however, stated 
that he could only deliver one wish, not the 
standard three. Without giving much thought 
to the matter, Davo blurted out, "Turn the 
entire ocean into beer. Make that Victoria 
Bitter!" The genie clapped his hands with a 
deafening crash, and immediately the sea 
turned into the "hard earned thirst" quencher. 
The genie vanished. Only the gentle lapping 
of beer on the hull broke the stillness as the 
two men considered their circumstances. 
Johnno looked disgustedly at Davo whose 
wish had been granted. After a long, tension-
filled moment Johnno said, "Nice going Davo!  
Now we're going to have to p*** in the boat."
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I  was a member of the 2/13 Australian 
Hospital Staff which was captured 
on the 13th February 1942, two days 

before the fall of Singapore. It took the 
Japanese about ten days to put us all 
behind wire and then it took about two 
months for us to clean up and put the 
place in order. 
The whole of our new area had been heavily 

damaged during the war. There were approxi-
mately 14,000 Australians and 25,000 British 
taken prisoner in Singapore.
We were sent to Changi which before the 

war had been used by the British army as 
barracks. Changi is approximately 18 miles 
from Singapore city.
Soon after our confinement behind the wire, 

a movement was started amongst the men to 
see what could be done about holding Lodge 
Meetings. The prison area was divided into 
five sections with the hospital area in the 
centre. General Percival, GOC, was sounded 
out and said that although he himself was not 
a freemason, he offered no objection provided 
we adhered to certain restrictions. Upon 
receiving this assurance he permitted us to go 
ahead. These restrictions were already covered 
by our own rules and regulations.

Many groups of brethren began to get 
together, and as the hospital area ap-

peared to be the most stable, and there was 
less likelihood of the men being moved about 
suddenly in order to supply the large numbers 
for the Jap working parties, it was decided to 
establish the head quarters in the hospital area. 

Besides myself there were at the time, three 
other Past Masters, a Red Cross representative, 
a Padre and one of the corporals.  Military rank 
had no bearing on our Masonic activities.
A little later on we were most fortunate to 

find the District Grand Master of the Eastern 
Archipelago, and a Past Grand Senior Warden 
of England, also in the “net” with us and also 
to secure the services of a most excellent 
secretary. After about a week some 60 brethren 
in the hospital area had proved their qualifica-
tions, and we had our first general meeting, 
and it was explained that as we had not any 
warrant or charter and had not obtained 
permission of any Grand Lodge it would not 
be possible for us to confer degrees, etc., but 
there was no reason why we should not form 
a Masonic Association and hold practice 
meetings and have lectures.
Eventually we called ourselves Prisoner of 

War Masonic Association of Changi.

A  number of rules were drawn up and a 
small executive body was formed to 

arrange the necessary details. There was to be 
a complete change of officers for each meet-
ing. The Director of Ceremonies however, was 
the only permanent office bearer. There were 
only three rituals available and as he knew 
them backwards the greatest credit must be 
extended to him in the training of all office 
bearers and the success of all our meetings.
For every meeting there were several under-

studies for each post, so that in the event of 
illness or transfer of any officers, the show 
would still carry on. It was decided to hold the 
meetings on the fourth Thursday of each 
month. There were many skilled craftsmen 
available, and they made all our necessary 
fittings and furniture out of what material was 
available in this camp. It has often been asked 
what became of these fittings etc. They were 
eventually souvenired by the person in whose 
safe keeping they were left, and in due course 
have reached home.
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One of the most beautiful pieces of work was 
a perfect reproduction of the three tracing 
boards. This was done by a member of the 
Royal Engineers.
For the first few months there was some 

difficulty securing a suitable building for our 
meetings. However, a church which had been 
badly damaged during the war was repaired 
and later used by us. Extra precautions were 
advisable, as the Axis view on Freemasonry 
were not favourable to us. 

The Outer Guard would have as many as 
eight assistants if necessary, who were 

armed with wood and stones, and their duty 
was to throw these on the 
roof in the case of any alarm. 
We would then have to im-
mediately change our pro-
ceedings, and if necessary, 
sing a well-known hymn, 
and it would give the sug-
gestion of a Church service. 
However, only once did we 
have any disturbance, and it 
passed over without inci-
dent. The movement spread 
very rapidly to include 
British and Australians. 
Later on we had to have two 
meetings per month, one 
British and one Australian, 
and seating accommodation 
was limited. We could only 
allow 200 per meeting.
The Japs would not allow more than twenty-

five men to congregate without guards except 
for church services, in hospital wards or 
dormitories. So, in order to avoid any bunching 
together of men, the attendance book was 
available in the afternoon, so that we could 
check over who would be in attendance that 
night and not excite the attention of our 
“hosts”.

Dress consisted of whatever we had. Some 
were without boots, and some without 

shirts, and towards the end of our detention 
the clothing position became more and more 
serious. We did expect however, our office 

bearers to be clad as respectably as possible, 
and even resorted to borrowing any missing 
clothes if necessary. There was a small charge 
made to each member. Part to defray certain 
expenses, and part to provide some comforts 
for those in hospital. The jap’s motto was “No 
work – no pay – no food”.

So we did our best to make it up to the sick 
somehow. About two months ahead of each 

meeting,- invitations were extended to the 
brethren to apply for some office so that we 
could train them, together with their under-
studies, so that the show could carry on even 
in the case of sickness or transfer of any of 

the men.
Four or five copies of our 

meetings were kept, distrib-
uted, and hidden. We hoped 
by that means to take one 
copy home. However, it 
worked out that all are now 
safe. We hope to have a 
complete copy printed in 
England in due course, and I 
hope to be able to present my 
copy to this Grand Lodge in 
due course, as I think it 
would be a most valuable 
record of Freemasonry under 
extra ordinary circum-
stances.
There were representatives 

of about 12 Grand Lodges 
and 600 Daughter Lodges 

amongst us. There were a great many nation-
alities in the camp, American, Dutch, 
Javanese, Chinese, etc, and after the Italian 
surrender in 1943, Nippon presented to us 
some 800 Italians.

Naturally, we had to exercise great care. We 
had been told a great deal about 

Continental Freemasonry, which appeared to 
savor of politics etc, and was widely different 
to British ideals. Some talks about the Orient 
Grand Lodges of Europe were most illuminat-
ing as regards their political ramifications, and 
we were aware of the Axis views on 
Freemasonry.
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relate, that he had recovered by the time we 
were to leave. I came to the conclusion that 
Freemasonry is more than symbolic, it is 
definitely practical from the word go.
The Freemasons in the camp were always 

trumps when it came to trouble. We had a 
pretty tough spin, and members of the Craft 
and their friends were always on the scene 
when their help was wanted.

I t was a pathetic sight when the remnants of 
“F” force came back from the Burma-

Thailand railway at the end of 1943. They 
were just living skeletons, and 700 of them 
had to be carried into the hospital. They were 
suffering from a great variety of illnesses, 
mainly due to starvation and neglect.
On occasions we had to stop our men giving 

their own food rations to these hospital 
patients because if they did they would in a 
very short time be reduced to the very same 
state, and there would have been no one to 
look after the sick.
Many of the brethren did wonderful jobs by 

bringing medical supplies to the camp. There 
were ways of “acquiring” these supplies from 
Jap dumps while they were out on working 
parties. I remember one man who brought me 
enough medical supplies to last over two 
months. He banked on the assumption that the 
Japs would not worry about searching the sick 
men. Had he been discovered, he would have 
lost his life.

A t the end of 1944 for various reasons, 
especially the Japs discovery of the atten-

dance book, we decided to close down rather 
than have Freemasonry dragged through the 
War Criminal Trials and Atrocity investiga-
tions. Our  records were all very carefully kept 
and I hope soon to receive mine in book form. 
At Changi there was a tree some 100 feet high, 
which towered well above the Malayan jungle. 
It had been used for many years as a shipping 
landmark. During the war it was hit by a shell 
about 70 feet above the ground and badly split. 
The Tommies wired it up and it began to grow 
again, and by the time we left was flourishing. 
Our motto is based on that.

“Broken but recovered”. 

During the first year of our activities, 
approximately twelve meetings were held, and 
in addition there were many fine lectures.
Personally I learnt a great deal more about 

Freemasonry in that short period than in all 
my previous experience. We were given 
lectures on its history, and on the explanation 
of many of our customs. 
I wonder how many know why it is necessary 

to sign the attendance book before gaining 
admittance, and why the tracing board of an 
Emulation Lodge is place on the floor.
In 1944 a big move of the P.O.W.’s took place 

and we could not find a suitable building. At 
this time the area was very small, and there 
were 18,000 of us in one square mile. During 
this time only a few lectures were held.

A fter our meetings a festive board was held, 
if possible. A cup of tea, without milk or 

sugar, perhaps a little ersatz coffee, and a little 
rice saved from our meals. Of course, through-
out the whole time all food had to be declared 
to our own Camp Authorities to prevent 
hoarding, etc. Throughout most of the time we 
were always short of food. 
We had to take precautions against thieving 

from our own food dumps.
About this time we were informed that the 

Japs had discovered an attendance book 
belonging to one of the old Singapore Lodges, 
so further meetings were abandoned until our 
big thanksgiving service, held on September 
3, 1945; the day when the Union Jack and the 
Stars and Stripes were hoisted on the pole of 
Changi gaol, and the Japanese hauled down.

Early in 1945 the Japs had located one man 
in the internment camp whose name was 

mentioned in that attendance book. They 
treated him badly, and subjected him to many 
of the Oriental methods of torture, in an 
endeavour to extract information from him. 
He maintained throughout that British Free-
masonry was a charitable institution. In the 
end they threw him in the Outrim Road gaol 
and gave him a long period of solitary 
confinement. After a while his health broke 
as a result of Jap “hospitality”. He was 
returned to our camp, and I am pleased to 
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appliciant could be found, and it was not until 
ten years later that he stepped down as 
Secretary. 
Amongst the other positions within the 

Lodge, Doug served as Chaplain, and in 1983 
was invited to be Director of Ceremonies at 
the Installation of VWor Bro John Wallace.
 In recognition for his services to 

Freemasonry in Queensland, and his commit-
ment to community service, Doug was granted 
the title of Past Deputy Grand Director of 
Ceremonies (PDGDC) in September 2000 and 
was awarded the Patrons Jewel by his peers 
in acknowledgement of his loyalty to the Craft.
Outside of his Lodge activities, Doug in-

volves himself in church activities. 
He is a member of a men's club within the 

local Baptist church. and until recently, em-
ployed the skills he learned as a cook 
(nowdays we call them chefs) while serving 
in  the RAAF during the war, by supervising 
the activities of the kitchen at his church's 
youth camps.
He is one of those members to whom we are 

all greatly indebted.       �

In making the presentation, VWor Bro Crane 
spoke about the years of service Doug had 
committed to the running of the Lodge.
Being Initiated in December 1956 with John 

Woodward, (resigned in 1986) he was Passed  
in May 1957 by Aberleigh Lodge No 233 and 
was Raised in September 1957, accompanied 
by Bro Raymond George Powell, now a Past 
Master of Thespian Daylight Lodge No 268.
 Doug made steady advancement through all 

the Chairs, and finally, after thirteen years of 
progress, attained the highest office a Lodge 
can offer to one of its members. 
He was Installed as Master in July, 1969.
After serving his term as Immediate Past 

Master, the position of Treasurer became 
vacant, due to the serious illness of the 
incumbent Officer, Wor Bro John Williams. 
Doug was asked to take over that position 

until Installation night, which he did, not 
realising that this office would be his for the 
next four years.
It was crisis time again due to the sudden 

death of the then Secretary, Wor Bro Vic 
Sturgess.
Nobody was really keen to take over the job, 

but Doug said he would fill in until a suitable    
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H ow quickly the time seems 

to have passed when one is  
called upon to be awarded  

a Fifty Year Jewel in a Lodge of 
which you have been a member and 
to enjoy being involved in its activi-
ties over all those years.
Well, these were the words spoken by 

V Wor Bro Douglas Clifford Kantor 
PDGDC, after it had been presented to 
him at the December 2006 meeting by 
V Wor Bro Harry Crane, on behalf of 
the United Grand Lodge of Queensland 
and the members of  Lodge Ashton.
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in vehicles, as well as vinyl bumpers.
Restores and cleans roof racks on vehicles.
Lubricates and stops squeaks in electric fans.
Lubricates fan belts on washers and dryers and 
keeps them running smoothly.
Keeps rust from forming on saws and saw 
blades, and other tools.
Removes splattered grease on stove.
Keeps bathroom mirror from fogging.
Keeps pigeons off the balcony (they hate the 
smell).
Removes all traces of duct tape.
Folks even spray it on their arms, hands, and 
knees to relieve arthritis pain.
 WD-40 attracts fish. Spray a LITTLE on 

live bait or lures and you will be catching the 
big one in no time. Also, it's a lot cheaper than 
the chemical attractants that are made for just 
that purpose. 
Keep in mind though, using some chemical 

laced baits or lures for fishing are not allowed 
in some states.
 Use it for Fire Ant bites. It takes the sting 

away immediately and stops the itch.
 WD-40 is great for removing crayon from 

walls. Spray on the mark and wipe with a clean 
rag.
 Also, if you've discovered that your teenage 

daughter has washed and dried a tube of 
lipstick with a load of laundry, saturate the 
lipstick spots with WD-40 and re-wash. 
Presto! Lipstick is gone!
 If you sprayed WD-40 on the distributor cap, 

it would displace the moisture and allow the 
car to start.
 It removes black scuff marks from the 

kitchen floor!
 Use WD-40 for those nasty tar and scuff 

marks on flooring. It doesn't seem to harm the 
finish and you won't have to scrub nearly as 
hard to get them off. Just remember to open 
some windows if you have a lot of marks.
 Bug guts will eat away the finish on your 

car if not removed quickly! Use WD-40!
P. S. The basic ingredient is FISH OIL.    �

WD-40 was created in 1953 by three 
technicians at the San Diego 

Rocket Chemical Company. 
Its name comes from the project that was to 

find a "water displacement" compound. 
The product began from a search for a rust 

preventative solvent and degreaser to protect 
missile parts. 
They were successful with the fortieth formu-

lation, thus WD-40. The Corvair Company 
bought it in bulk to protect their atlas missile 
parts. The workers were so pleased with the 
product, they began smuggling (also known as 
"shrinkage" or "stealing") it out to use at home.
The executives decided there might be a 

consumer market for it and put it  in aerosol 
cans. The rest, as they say, is history.
It is a carefully guarded recipe known only 

to four people. Only one of them is the "brew 
master." There are about 9.5 million litres of 
the stuff manufactured each year. 
It gets its distinctive smell from a fragrance 

that is added to the brew. Ken East (one of the 
original founders) says there is nothing in 
WD-40 that would hurt you.
When you read the "shower door" part, try it. 

It's the first thing that has ever cleaned that 
spotty shower door. If yours is plastic, it works 
just as well as on glass. It's a miracle! Then 
try it on your stovetop...Voila! It's now shinier 
than it's ever been. You'll be amazed. 
Here are some of the uses:

Protects silver from tarnishing.
Cleans and lubricates guitar strings.
Restores and cleans chalkboards.
Removes lipstick stains.
Loosens stubborn zippers.
Untangles jewelry chains.
Removes stains from stainless steel sinks.
Removes dirt and grime from the BBQ grill.
Keeps terra cotta garden pots from oxidizing.
Removes tomato stains from clothing.
Keeps glass shower doors free of water spots.
Keeps scissors working smoothly.
Restores and cleans padded leather dashboards 
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PAINTED in the Second Century, 
C.E.�  these portraits exhibit a so-
phistication in lighting and expres-

sion not attained until centuries later in 
European art. 
The most famous is commonly known as 

"European Girl" and 
hangs in the Louvre 
Museum in Paris:
These portraits we 

now admire under so-
phisticated museum 
lighting were intended 
to be buried. 
The painters who cre-

ated them would never 
have dreamed they 
would one day become 
visible again. 
This is something that 

should be borne in mind 
as we look at what are 
now known as 'Fayum 
Portraits.' 
Fyum is a fertile region 

in Egypt, one of the 
most important wheat-
growing areas of the 
ancient world.
For these likenesses, 

painters worked to-
gether with the future 
deceased, not to en-
hance the social stand-
ing of the sitter or to 
glorify their art: their collaboration was in-
tended to give the patron a face suitable for 
the afterlife. 
The aim was to produce an identity for an 

individual before he or she entered the realm 
of death; to have one's portrait painted was to 
prepare to cross over into the other world.
The Greeks, Romans, Egyptians, Libyans, 

and Syrians who lived at Fayum during the 
Greco-Roman period all mummified their dead. 
Once finished, the 'face' of the deceased, 

painted on linen or on a thin plank of 
wood--usually poplar--and slightly smaller than 
the actual face, was inserted into the strips just 

above the mummy's head. 
Many different kinds of 

Fayum portraits exist. 
There are hundreds of 

them, all realised by untu-
tored or local painters. 
 The artists remain equally 
anonymous: some were 
second rank, but others 
were geniuses, such as the 
one who executed the fas-
cinating face [pictured], 
which is now in the Louvre 
and known as the 
'European Girl.' 
Every illusory trick is 

brilliantly deployed: the 
light is very slightly 
brighter on the upper lip, 
contrast is reinforced 
around the eyes.  
But here as in nearly 

every such portrait, the 
most conspicuous and 
haunting features are the 
eyes, which have an infi-
nitely expressive look of 
caressing softness, totally 
cleansed by the imminence 

of death or its expectation. 
The extraordinary humanity of this remark-

able face is here allied to a feeling of abeyance, 
to a thoughtfulness that hovers on the brink of 
the eternal chasm.       �
 � Of the period coinciding with the 
Christian era; preferred by some writers who 
are not Christians),
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