
W hen a young police officer with 
a posting in an outback 
Queensland country town, 

(Mount Isa) made the decision to be-
come a Freemason, never in his wildest 
dreams would he have envisioned that 
the Master of that Lodge would be 
present to see him presented with a Fifty 
Year Jewel. 
Yet this really did happen at the December 

meeting of Ashton Lodge!
The ceremony of Initiation at Mount Isa was 

performed in Heather Lodge No 221, UGLQ, 
in October 1954, with the then Master, Wor 
Bro Len Doughan, (now Rt Wor Bro Len 
Doughan) occupying the Chair. 
The Candidate for the evening was Mr 

Edward David Nichol Lowe, aged 24 years.
Of course we now know him as V Wor Bro 

Ted Lowe.
Ted and Len first met in October 1954, where 

Len, as a newly installed Master of two 
months experience, recalled the occasion by 
saying: “It was the first time that I had 
conducted a First Degree, and believe me, I 
was very nervous.”
As for Ted, like most initiates, the night is 

still deeply imbedded in his memory, and his 
recollections are of a Master who conducted 
a ceremony with dignity and meaningfulness.
After a few years, serving in other outback 

towns, Ted  received a promotion in the police 
force, and was transferred to Mackay. 
As for Len, he became a leader in rural 
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politics and was elected to the office of 
Chairman of the Cloncurry Shire Council, a 
position he held for 20 years.
Although their paths went different ways, 

Ted always managed to keep (continued back page) 
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 To clean a toilet: Pour a can of Coca-Cola 
into the toilet bowl. Let the "real thing" sit 
for one hour, then flush clean. The citric 
acid in Coke removes stains from vitreous 
china. 
To remove rust spots from chrome car 
bumpers: Rub the bumper with a 
crumpled-up piece of Wrap aluminum foil 
dipped in Coca-Cola. 
To clean corrosion from car battery 
terminals: Pour a can of Coca-Cola over 
the terminals to bubble away the corrosion. 
To loosen a rusted bolt: Applying a cloth 
soaked in Coca-Cola to the rusted bolt for 
several minutes. 
To bake a moist ham: Empty a can of 
Coca-Cola into the baking pan; wrap the 
ham in aluminum foil, and bake. Thirty 
minutes before the ham is finished, remove 
the foil, allowing the drippings to mix with 
the Coke for a sumptuous brown gravy. 
To remove grease from clothes: Empty a 
can of Coke into a load of greasy clothes, 
add detergent, and run through a regular 
cycle. The Coca-Cola will help loosen 
grease stains. 
It will also clean road haze from your 
windshield. 
..... AND WE DRINK THIS STUFF!!.

Dear God - If you watch me in church on 
Sunday, I'll show you my new shoes.�
Dear God - I bet it is very hard for you to 

love all of everybody in the world. There are 
only four people in our family and I'm having 
a hard time loving all of them.�
Dear God - In school they told us what you 

do. Who does it when you're on vacation?�
Dear God - Is it true my father won't get in 

Heaven if he uses his bowling words in the 
house?�
Dear God - Did you mean for the Giraffe 

to look like that or was it an accident?�
Dear God - Who draws the lines around the 

countries?�
Dear God - I went to this wedding and they 

kissed right in the church. Is that okay?�
Dear God - Did you really mean "do unto 

others as they do unto you?" Because if you 
did, then I'm gonna get my brother good.�
Dear God - Thank you for the baby brother, 

but what I prayed for was a puppy.�
Dear God - Please send me a pony. I never 

asked for anything before. You can look it up.�
Dear God - I want to be just like my Daddy 

when I get big, but not with so much hair all 
over.�
Dear God - You don't have to worry about 

me, I always look both ways.�
Dear God - I think about you sometimes, 

even when I'm not praying.�
Dear God - Of all the people who work for 

you, I like Noah and David the best.�
Dear God - My brother told me about being 

born, but it doesn't sound right They're just 
kidding, aren't they?�
Dear God - I would like to live 900 years 

just like the guy in the Bible.�
Dear God - We read Thomas Edison made 

light. But in Sunday School they said you did 
it. So, I bet he stole your idea.
Dear God - I didn't think orange went with 

purple until I saw the sunset you made on 
Tuesday. That was cool.     �  �

��������	
�	�����	��
�
���������	
��	��
������������	����	��
�����
�����	�	���	����	������	����	��
��	�� ���
	
� ���
Dear God - Instead of letting people die and 

having to make new ones, why don't you just 
keep the ones you have.�
Dear God - Maybe Cain and Abel would not 

have killed each other so much if they had 
their own rooms. That's what my Mum did for 
me and my brother.�
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In 1907, he married Jean Leckie and there 
were three children of that marriage. 
Conan Doyle is reported to have been able 

to write his stories in a variety of situations 
and circumstances, for example, while riding 
on a train or in a room full of people, and his 
handwritten manuscripts indicate that they 
required very little revision. 
Although he is best-known for the Holmes 

canon, Conan Doyle considered himself to be 
an historical novelist and that is where his 
primary interest lay. 
Among many such works from his pen were 

Micah Clark, The Firm of Girdlestone, The 
White Company, and The Refugees. 
He also wrote many short stories, including 

those about Brigadier Gerard and Sir Nigel 
and others on the themes of mystery and 
terror. 
There is a further collection entitled Round 

the Red Lamp which relates to his medical 
practice and The Stark Munro Letters which 
are autobiographical in character. 
But his real autobiography was Memories 

and Adventures. 
He was quite irritated that his detective 

stories received more attention than his other 
work. 
In 1923 he wrote: 'I believe that if I had 

never touched Holmes, who tended to ob-
scure my higher work, my position in litera-
ture would at the present moment be a more 
commanding one.' 
Indeed Conan Doyle became so disen-

chanted with Sherlock Holmes that in 'The 
Final Problem', written in 1893, Holmes was 
killed in a fall over the Reichenbach Falls in 
Switzerland while in deadly combat with 
Professor Moriarty, the 'Napoleon' of crime 
and his archenemy. 
Holmes's death dismayed readers so much 

I n Beeton's Christmas 
Annual of 1887, Sir 

Arthur Conan Doyle 
presented to the public 
A Study in Scarlet, his 
first Sherlock Holmes 
story. From this begin-
ning there followed 
fifty-six short stories 
and three novels with 

Sherlock Holmes and his 'Boswell,' John H. 
Watson, M.D., as the principal characters.
From the 'canon', as the short stories and 

novels are referred to by Sherlockians, there 
have emerged 'writings upon writings' upon 
every topic imaginable, including references 
to Freemasonry. 
Arthur Charles Ignatius Conan Doyle was 

born on 22 May 1859 at Picardy Place, 
Edinburgh 
The father, Charles Doyle, was a civil servant 

and an artist who was unworldly and impracti-
cable, and his family suffered because of it. 
His mother was the guiding force in the 

family and in Conan Doyle's life. 
Of his boyhood, Conan Doyle recalls that it 

was spartan. 
When he was ready to pursue his higher 

education it was decided that he should enter 
medical school at Edinburgh University. 
He entered in 1876 and graduated with the 

degree of Bachelor of Medicine in 1881. 
As part of his medical studies, he spent seven 

months as surgeon on the whaling ship Hope 
in the Arctic in 1880. 
Conan Doyle married Louise Hawkins in 

1885. From that union were born two children. 
His wife, whom he called 'Touie' died of 

tuberculosis in 1906 after a thirteen-year 
illness and despite recuperative treatment at 
several locations. 
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Bro. Robert T. Runciman wrote an article (by the same title) that was published 
in Vo/. /04, Ars Quatuor Corollarum for the Year 1991. This  was taken from that article. 
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that letters of complaint poured in. 
In one, a lady addressed the author as 'you 

brute' and even his mother begged him not to 
kill Holmes. Some men wore black armbands 
in mourning! 
In 1903, Holmes was restored to life in 'The 

Adventure of the Empty House'. 
From August 1901 to April 1902, The Hound 

of the Baskervilles appeared in serial form in 
The Strand Magazine, but Conan Doyle 
remained adamant that Holmes was dead and 
this was a previously unchronicled case. 
He was also a prolific writer on various 

topics of current interest and wrote innumer-
able letters to the Press. 
He was responsible for introducing downhill 

skiing into Switzerland, the introduction of 
metal helmets for combat soldiers and the 
inflatable life-preserver for sailors. 
He was also an energetic champion of 

divorce reform and was one of the first 
proponents of a tunnel connecting England 
and France. 
Although he was too old for active service 

in World War I, he was actively engaged in 
the war effort on the home front and wrote 
and spoke about the hostilities. 
Arthur Conan Doyle was initiated into 

Freemasonry on 26 January 1887 at the age 
of 27, passed on 23 February 1887 and raised 
on 23 March 1887 in Phoenix Lodge No. 257, 
Southsea, Hampshire. 
He resigned in 1889 and rejoined in 1902 

but finally withdrew in 1911 without having 
made further progress in the Craft. 
The records of the United Grand Lodge of 

England contain no indication of his having 
affiliated with any other lodge. 
The October 1901 edition of Masonic 

Illustrated, page 29, indicates that Conan 
Doyle attended a lodge at Bloemfontein with 
Rudyard Kipling during the Boer War. 
Upon his return home in the same year he 

was made an honorary member of The Lodge 
of Edinburgh (Mary's Chapel) No. 1 in 
Edinburgh. 
This membership was conferred upon him 

when he accepted an invitation to speak at a 
Bums' Night Dinner. 
In this speech he confirmed the many reports 

which had been received of the value of 
Freemasonry on the battlefield. 
Prisoners on both sides, when found to be 

Freemasons, were invariably treated with more 
courtesy and consideration than would other-
wise have been the case. 
We will use two examples of references to 

Freemasonry in Conan Doyle's work:
THE ADVENTURE OF THE MUSGRAVE 

RITUAL (The Strand, 1893) Reginald 
Musgrave, an acquaintance of Holmes, asked 
him to apply 'those powers with which you 
used to amaze us' to something strange and 
inexplicable in his ancestral home in Sussex. 
The butler who had been given his notice of 

dismissal for prying into family affairs had 
disappeared without a trace and Holmes was 
retained to find him. 
During the investigation Holmes took posses-

sion of a ritual which had been in the Musgrave 
family for generations. 
He used it to locate both the missing butler 

and an ancient crown of the King of England 
(Charles 1). 
The document which Holmes took into his 

possession was described by its owner as 'the 
strange catechism to which each Musgrave had 
to submit when he came to man's estate'. 
He read out the questions and answers:
Whose was it? His who is gone. 
Who shall have it? He who will come. 
Where was the sun? Over the oak. 
Where was the shadow? Under the elm.
How was it stepped? North by ten and by 

ten, east by five and by five, south by two and 
by two, west by one and by one, and so under. 
What shall we give for it? All that is ours.
Why should we give it? For the sake of the 

trust. 
Professor Jay MacPherson of the University 

of Toronto is of the opinion that this catechism 
had its origins in Freemasonry. 
Barrett G. Potter, in his 'Sherlock Holmes and 

the Masonic Connection' also believes that the 
ritual had its roots in masonic catechisms used 
for the instruction of the brethren. 
THE VALLEY OF FEAR (The Strand, 1914). 

This full-length novel was written by Conan 
Doyle three years after he resigned his mem-
bership of Phoenix Lodge. 
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In it Holmes was called in to investigate the 
death of John Douglas and his wife at Birlstone 
Manor, Sussex. 
Among the clues were a card with the symbol 

V.V.341 scrawled upon it and a brand mark on 
the deceased's arm. 
The V.V.341 referred to the Ancient Order of 

Freemen, the 'Scowrers' of Vemmissa Lodge 
No. 341. 
In the course of the story, lodge proceedings 

are discussed and the following ensues with 
reference to Birdy Edwards 
(alias John McMurdo): 
'John McMurdo', said the 

voice, 'are you already a mem-
ber of the Ancient Order of 
Freemen?'
He bowed in assent. 
'Is your lodge No. 29, 

Chicago?' 
He bowed again.'Dark nights 

are unpleasant', said the voice.
'Yes, for strangers to travel', 

he answered. 
'The clouds are heavy.' 
'Yes, a storm is approaching.' 
'Are the brethren satisfied?' 

asked the Bodymaster.
There was a general murmur 

of assent.
'We know, Brother, by your 

sign and by your countersign 
that you are indeed one of us', 
said McGinty. 
'We would have you know, however, that in 

this country and in other countries of these 
parts we have certain rites, and also certain 
duties of our own which call for good men. 
Are you ready to be tested'?'
This is a catechism somewhat similar to that 

in 'The Musgrave Ritual'. 
Other stories with Masonic references are: 
A STUDY IN SCARLET (1887) A 

SCANDAL IN BOHEMIA (The Strand, 1891) 
THE ADVENTURES OF THE REDHEADED 
LEAGUE (The Strand, 1891) THE STOCK-
BROKERS CLERK (The Strand, 1893) THE 
ADVENTURE OF THE YELLOW FACE 
(The Strand, 1893) THE ADVENTURE OF 
THE NORWOOD BUILDER (The Strand, 

1903) THE ADVENTURE OF THE 
RETIRED COLOURMAN (The Strand, 
1927) 
The name Sherlock Holmes conjures up 

images of Victorian England, swirling fog and 
a tall thin detective with a deerstalker hat, 
magnifying glass and a pipe with a curved 
stem. 
For Sherlockians he lives and their writings 

have produced voluminous comments upon 
the man. 

Vincent Starrett, a leading 
Sherlockian, in The Private 
Life of Sherlock Holmes, ob-
served that 'The existence of 
Sherlock Holmes is, however, 
something more than a matter 
of mere faith. 
That he emerged from the 

pages of a book may be a 
concern for scholarly regard, 
but it can hardly be denied that 
he has taken his place in the 
living world.' 
It is reported that the French 

General Humbert, famous in 
World War I, asked of Conan 
Doyle: 
'Sherlock Holmes, est-ce 

qu'il est un soldat dans l'arme'e 
anglaise?' [Is Sherlock 
Holmes a soldier in the 
English army?] 

There was an embarrassing moment and then 
Doyle replied:
'Mais, mon gene'ral, il est trop vieux pour le 

service' [But, General, he is too old for active 
service]. 
Conan Doyle died on 7 July 1930 at 

Crowborough in Sussex and was buried in the 
garden of the family home at Windlesham in 
Surrey. 
The headstone was of British oak and is 

inscribed only with his name, his date of birth 
and the four words 'Steel True, Blade Straight.' 
Eighteen years earlier, without realizing it, 

he had written his own epitaph: 
'I have wrought my simple plan, if I give one 

hour of joy to the boy who's half a man or the 
man who's half a boy.      �
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The threat of grisly retribution has 
kept the Brotherhood’s membership 

a closely guarded secret for hundreds of 
years. But the Masonic tartan trews 
(tight fitting trousers) and kilts could be 
a bit of a giveaway.
The Grand Lodge of Scotland has commis-

sioned its own tartan and a range of clothing 
in the distinctive material, including trousers  
and ceremonial apron.
Robert Cooper, curator of the Grand Lodge 

of Scotland museum and library in Edinburgh, 
said the move had been prompted by requests 
from hundreds 
of American 
and Canadian 
Freemasons of 
Scottish ances-
try who wanted 
to buy Masonic 
tartan.
“Over the 

years I have 
simply written 
back explaining 
there was no 
such thing. 
But recently we decided that the demand was 

out there so we designed our own,” said 
Cooper.
Designers took the traditional Masonic col-

ours – green and gold – and wove in blue and 
black. Cooper explained “We have agreed that 
a whole range should be produced: tartan 
aprons, braces and trousers."
The Masonic tartan will be available from 

Glasgow kilt suppliers, Gaelic Themes, which 
designed the pattern.
Scott Chalmers, the company’s managing 

director, said they were now waiting for the 

orders to flood in from around the world. 
He said a pair of tartan trews would cost 

about £95 ($232), an apron £35  ($85) and a 
hand-made kilt about £350 ($855).
“We have hundreds of metres of Masonic 

tartan now and ready to go,” said Chalmers. 
“Over the years we have been approached by 
hundreds of members asking if we had a 
Masonic tartan, now we do.”
He added: “We have a whole range of 

products which are available through us or 
through the Grand Lodge. The interest in this 
worldwide has been enormous. Identity is very 

important for a 
lot of overseas 
visitors, so this 
will appeal to 
them greatly.”
However, John 

Davidson, a 
leading fashion 
commentator, 
said he would 
not be rushing 
out to purchase 
the latest tartan 

range.“I’m all for 
designers coming up with new ways to use 
traditional fabrics such as tartan but I’m not 
convinced by this,” he said.
“For Masons who wanted to keep their 

membership a secret, walking around with a 
gold, green, black and blue tartan apron on 
would be a dead giveaway.”
Despite being given the thumbs down by 

fashionistas, the academic world was more 
receptive to the idea. 
Glasgow University Scottish History expert, 

Professor Edward Cowan, welcomed the inno-
vation; “There can be a    (continued next page)
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lot of  snobbery in Scotland about the use of 
tartans but I think this is a good fun idea.    
Particularly with the reinvention of roots in 

the 20th century, people started to commission 
a lot of new tartans for a whole range of 
societies, so the Masons are not alone.” He 
added: “For every 10 of this sort of tartan 
purchased there will be a  percentage who will 
take a genuine interest in this country’s 
history.”
Frank Coliano, lecturer in American History 
at Edinburgh University, said the tartan could 
appeal to Americans tracing their roots who 
did not have an obviously Scottish name.�

them when traveling in their home area: they 
have never lived in fear of their lives each and 
every day in an 'urban jungle'. 
There is, likely, more to this story and the 

reason this man carried a gun for such a long 
period of time.
That anyone would bring a weapon - offen-

sive or defensive - to a Masonic meeting is 
VERY much against Freemasonry's basic 
teachings. 
As explained, this club function was NOT a 

Masonic meeting in the truest sense, and the 
need to protect one's self coming to and going 
from a Lodge building (often situated what 
has become over the years a less desirable part 
of town) is something that is - sadly - a 
necessity in some parts of the US.
Again, on a personal note, the author has 

known three Masons to have suffered from 
severe beatings when leaving Masonic meet-
ings at night. 
One incident occurred in a city parking 

garage where an elderly Mason - a Grand 
Lodge officer - was beaten and robbed. 
The second involved a 'car-jacking' as a 

young Mason attempted to enter his vehicle 
in the parking lot right behind the Masonic 
building. It happened at about 8 pm on a 
delightful Fall evening. 
The third involved a young Brother who was 

very severely beaten and robbed - nearly 
killed, in fact - as he left a downtown 
restaurant where the Lodge members had 
gathered for their annual get-together. The 
restaurant's owner was a Mason and the place 
was deemed quite safe. He was, sadly, the 
victim of a random crime. He was hospitalized 
for several months and today has many 
disabilities as a result.
Does it come as a surprise that some, seeing 

such violence all around, choose to arm 
themselves before going out - ANY-
WHERE???)     (continued nex page)

Some time ago, as part of an "initiation" 
ceremony for a social club within a 
Lodge, a Brother in New York was 
fatally shot. (Ashton News June 2004) 
Last week, the elderly Mason who 
made the fatal mistake was sentenced 
to probation. Brother Ed King of 
MasonicInfo.com  explains why this 
was no part of Masonry, and why the 
entire Lodge was suspended, not just 
the Brothers who were at the social 
club meeting.

Sadly, in the US and particularly in 
some urban areas, it is not uncommon 

for older persons to carry loaded fire-
arms for their own safety and protection. 
It was not a matter of someone bringing a 

gun to Lodge: it was, instead, an elderly man 
carrying a gun for his own protection and 
coming to a group's meeting at the Lodge Hall. 
It is reported, in fact, that he held a permit to 

carry a gun since 1951! 
Many will fail to understand why ANYONE 

would feel the need to have a firearm with 
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There is no way to 'explain' it all though. A 
tragic and horrid thing with no justification.... 
Because this incident has brought such shame 

and dishonor to the Fraternity, the Grand 
Master of New York ordered the Lodge's 
charter immediately removed, thus suspending 
all of the Lodge's members.
Our most sincere sympathies are extended to 

the family of the victim. There is no way the 
fraternity can ever repay their loss.
When some of the groups related to 

Freemasonry designed rituals, they were meant 
to teach some lesson of life. 
However, in today's culture and without an 

understanding of the fraternal bonds which 
exist between Masons, they can be considered 
both insulting and degrading. 
Fun is fun but society has changed greatly and 

Freemasonry's family is changing with it, albeit 
perhaps found somewhat on the 'lagging edge'. 
Ways of doing things in the past do not 

resonate the same way as they once did. 
It is both hoped and likely that this horrid 

incident in the Masonic venue will cause many 
re-evaluations leading to reconsideration and 
removal of all such vestiges of the past which 
might ever cause another such hideous tragedy.
In January 2005, Albert Eid  was sentenced 

to five years probation in a sentence that was 
agreed to by the victim's family. 
Eid wept openly during the sentencing and 

according to the chief of the homicide bureau 
for the district attorney's office, he accepted 
responsibility and had shown "consistent and 
sincere remorse" since the accident. 
Prosecutors also took into account Eid's lack 

of any prior criminal history and his record of 
military service in recommending no jail time. 
This is, certainly, a stain on the fraternity and 

we all grieve for the victim's wife and children.   �
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(continued from front page)

contact over the years even though Len had 
moved from the Cloncurry area, and moved to 
the coast in retirement.
As a member of Grand Lodge, Len was active 

with the Board of Benevolence for seven years 
and also occupied the Chair of  Lodge 
McIntyre as well as being a member of 
Burleigh and South Coast Daylight Lodges.
Now in his 92nd year Len has for some years 

been a resident of Masonic Care (Freemason's 
Home) at Sandgate.
Although his memory is not as sharp as years 

gone by, he still has his lodge ritual book 
beside his bed to remind him of his past 
associations with the Craft.
Both men over the years have travelled and 

worked extensively within the state of 
Queensland, and although at times contact was 
lost, it was Ted who ultimately renewed the 
acquaintanceship.            �

Moses, Aaron, and Hur appeared in this design for an Israeli 
postage stamp by Jewish artist Szyk. This triumvirate symbol-
ised not only temporal and spiritual authority in the new state, 
but also the nation's need to defend itself against Amalek, the 
Jews' ancient and perennial enemy, who appears in every 
generation. With his arms raised high, Moses stands as the 
guarantee of final victory.
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