
the "Gathering of the Clans 2008."
Since its inception in 1980, this biennial event 
has travelled far and wide, to such places as 
Maryborough, Rockhampton, Southport, Ips-
wich, Brisbane and now Toowoomba.
Ashton was well represented, with nine 
members, VWor Bro Ted Ross, Wor Bro Len 
Norman, Wor Bro Gordon Dougan, Wor 
Bro Peter Casper, Wor Bro Gordon May, 
Wor Bro Eric Armstrong, Bro Richard 
Knott  and  Bro Rapheal Tooth, led by our 
Wor Master Ricky Beecroft to witness the 
ceremony. 
As in former Gatherings, Ashton was invited 
to participate in the Third Degree Ceremony, 
and this time Wor Bro Peter Casper (repre-
senting Ashton and General Glasgow)  took a 
prominent part in the perambulation of the 
Candidate.
The popularity of such an occasion is truly 
made evident by the consistent big attendance 
to such events. This year there were over 400 
Brethren and ladies enjoying the hospitality 
and friendship of Argyle Lodge and the people 
of Toowoomba and Districts.     �

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO READERS

Now that Ashton has its own website, (http:// 
www.ashtonlodge.org) and most members 
have access to it, "hard copy" of the 
Newsletter will only be posted to those who 
make contact with our Treasurer, VWor Bro 
Ted Lowe who will put you on a mailing list.
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The popularity of 
Scottish Craft 

Workings and the te-
nacity of former 
Scottish Constitution 
Lodges to maintain 
their distinct interp-
retations of the lodge 
room ritual once 
again impressed the 
many visitors who at-
tended the Gathering 
of the Clans meeting, 

hosted by Argyle Lodge No 164.
Argyle Lodge meet in in a small Temple in the 
township of Forest Hill which could never 
accommodate the large number of members and 
ladies who always support such a popular event.
It was for this reason that the host Lodge 
moved the Ceremony and Banquet to the 
Berghofer Centre in Toowoomba, where a 
purpose built lodge room was set up with the 
help of the Toowoomba Masonic Council, 
Brethren and Lodges from the surrounding 
Distict.
As in previous "Gatherings," the District Grand 
Lodge of Western Australia was in attendance, 
with 24 Brethren and ladies making the trip 
across the continent to take part and enjoy the 
whole proceedings.
The Grand Master MW Bro Graeme Ewin 
and Officers of the United Grand Lodge of 
Queensland were there to support the staging 
of such events, with the Grand Master extend-
ing a most sincere welcome to the attendees for 
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The following is an actual question 
given on a University of Washington 

chemistry mid term paper.
The answer by one student was so profound 
that the professor shared it with colleagues, via 
the Internet, which is, of course, why we now 
have the pleasure of enjoying it as well :
Bonus Question: Is Hell exothermic (gives 
off heat) or endothermic (absorbs heat)?
Most of the students wrote proofs of their 
beliefs using Boyles Law (gas cools when it 
expands and heats when it is compressed) or 
some variant.
One student, however, wrote the following:
First, we need to know how the mass of Hell 
is changing in time. 
So we need to know the rate at which souls 
are moving into Hell and the rate at which they 
are leaving. 
I think that we can safely assume that once a 
soul gets to Hell, it will not leave. 
Therefore, no souls are leaving. 
As for how many souls are entering Hell, lets 
look at the different religions that exist in the 
world today.
Most of these religions state that if you are 
not a member of their religion, you will go to 
Hell. 
Since there is more than one of these religions 
and since people do not belong to more than 
one religion, we can project that all souls go 
to Hell. 
With birth and death rates as they are, we can 
expect the number of souls in Hell to increase 
exponentially. 
Now, we look at the rate of change of the 
volume in Hell because Boyles Law states that 
in order for the temperature and pressure in 
Hell to stay the same, the volume of Hell has 
to expand proportionately as souls are added.
This gives two possibilities:
1. If Hell is expanding at a slower rate than 
the rate at which souls enter Hell, then the 
temperature and pressure in Hell will increase 
until all Hell breaks loose.
2. If Hell is expanding at a rate faster than the 

increase of souls in Hell, then the temperature 
and pressure will drop until Hell freezes over.
So which is it?
If we accept the postulate given to me by 
Teresa during my Freshman year that, "It will 
be a cold day in Hell before I sleep with you", 
and take into account the fact that I slept with 
her last night, then number two must be true, 
and thus I am sure that Hell is exothermic and 
has already frozen over. 
The corollary of this theory is that since Hell 
has frozen over, it follows that it is not 
accepting any more souls and is therefore, 
extinct, leaving only Heaven, thereby proving 
the existence of a divine being which explains 
why, last night, Teresa kept shouting "Oh my 
God".
THIS STUDENT RECEIVED AN A+.   
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We all know that whales are big, but few of us 
realise just how big. 
The biggest species is the Blue Whale. 
This animal is bigger than any dinosaur that 
ever lived. 
The biggest dinosaur (brachiosaurus) was only 
51 tonnes and 25 metres long. 
One blue whale is as big as 25 of the largest 
elephants. (152 tonnes, 30 metres long). 
Think of 75 Volkswagen vans. They are that 
big! 
And they grow fast. Youngsters gain weight at 
the rate of five kilograms per hour.
A blue whale's tongue is about the same weight 
as three Holden station wagons. 
Their heart is about the same size as a Toyota. 
This monster organ beats about nine times per 
minute. 
At the other end of the spectrum is the 
hummingbird with up to 1200 beats per minute, 
or 133 beats for every time the whale's heart 
beats.
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When Hollywood comes knocking, 
that's probably a clue the time has 

come to open the door and the secretive, 
centuries-old order of Freemasonry 
seems to be picking up its cue.
National Treasure: Book of Secrets, which 
opened in theatres this weekend, is the second 
film in the adventure-fantasy series to shine a 
light on the mysterious and little-known world 
of the Masonic order.
And although the Masons play a much smaller 
part in the sequel than they did in the 2004 
original, the first scene featuring the movies 
three male leads Nicolas Cage, Jon Voight and 
Ed Harris was filmed in the George 
Washington Masonic Memorial in Alexandria, 
Virginia, one of the Masons most visible 
shrines.
Filmmakers and novelists have been mining 
the Masons recently, weaving their legends 
and symbols into such tales of conspiracies 
and secrets as the National Treasure films and 
Dan Browns The Da Vinci Code. 
And filmmakers interest comes as the frater-
nal, often-controversial Freemasons pull back 
the curtain on themselves in an effort to update 
their antiquated image and replenish their 
dwindling ranks.
Footage was shot at some of the grandest 
buildings in the Washington area,  the Library 
of Congress, the Lincoln Memorial and Mount 
Vernon  for the sequel. (The Oval Office was 
a constructed set.) 
But filming also took place in the Masonic 
Memorial, known locally as the Masonic 
Temple, the Masons majestic hilltop shrine to 
their most prominent member, George 
Washington. 
The top of the temple reaches to 400 feet 
above sea level, one of the highest points in 
the Washington area.
Although the Masonic Temple is one of the 
Washington areas most intriguing and grandi-
ose shrines, few know what goes on inside the 
ornate building or what the organisation 

behind it is all about. 
For centuries, the all-male groups eerie 

symbols and the exotic costumes have pro-
voked speculation about the possibly strange 
doings inside their temples.
"When people don't know an organisation, 
they fear it", says George Seghers, executive 
director of the Masonic Memorial. 
"If people dont know what youre doing, they 
think the worst".
But Seghers  and other prominent Masons  are 
determined to change that. 
And being in a Hollywood movie is just a 
small part of that effort.
"We're really trying to bring the memorial back 
into the community, not just be a fortress on 
the hill", Seghers says. "We're nothing to be 
afraid of".
Masons say their organisation is dedicated to 
making good men better. 
It donates about $2.5 million a day to medical 
research, health care, education and other 
causes, according to Richard Fletcher, a 
spokesman for the group. 
Masons are a staple of community parades, 
where they dress as clowns and ride in little 
cars to raise money for Shriners hospitals.
Fletcher says the Masons numbered 1.5 mil-
lion in 2006, down from a peak of 4 million 
in 1959. 
He says the membership shrank rapidly as the 
World War II generation, which he described 
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By Daniela Deane and Kirstin Downey (c) 2007, The W ashington Post
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George Washington Masonic Memorial Temple

but are nondenominational and apolitical, they 
say.
The group is believed to have been started by 
medieval stonemasons working with softer 
material called freestone, hence the name. 
Since the groups beginnings, its members have 
shared an intense interest in construction, and 
their ceremonies are still filled with 
architecture-related terminology and stories as-
sociated with the wonders of the ancient world. 
The group owns some of the most grandiose 
real estate in the country.
But the group now must overcome a long 
legacy of suspicion. 
Seghers says one of the main things he wants 
to do is update the exhibits at the Masonic 
Temple to tell a coherent story about his 
philanthropic organisation.
Touring the Masonic Temples Cryptic Council 
and Grotto Rooms recently, Seghers pointed out 
Egyptian murals depicting scenes from the Old 
Testament, lotus and papyrus columns, alcoves 
filled with coins and artifacts, and rows of 
pictures of aging Masons wearing fezzes 
adorned with Arabic words written in glitter.
"These rooms confuse people. They can even 
scare people",  Seghers says. "One woman 
asked us if she could leave. They dont under-
stand it. They say, This is all very nice, but what 
is it? We need to change that".      �

as a generation of joiners, has continued to 
age and die.
"But now there's a feeling in the group, not 
yet backed up by statistics, that the tide has 
turned and that a new generation is looking 
for something beyond themselves, an anchor 
to stabilise their lives", Fletcher says. 
He says younger men nowadays are part of a 
generation of volunteers, which he predicts 
will stabilise the downturn. Others are not as 
optimistic.
"The lodges are in deep decline", says UCLA 
historian Margaret Jacob, author of The 
Origins of Freemasonry: Facts and Fictions 
and an expert in Masonic history. 
"Its no longer a vital societal organisation, so 
it has become the subject of myth and legend".
Like so many things about the Masons, even 
the organisations origins are shrouded in 
mystery. 
Hundreds of books have been written about 
them, but little is certain, partly because the 
organisation has been so secretive and partly 
because conspiracy theorists have spread a 
variety of tales about the Masons and their 
ceremonies.
In the 1700s and 1800s, members tended to 
be intellectual free thinkers, associated with 
Protestantism and scientific inquiry. 
Freemasonry spread from England throughout 
Europe, and Masons were frequently involved 
with revolutionary movements. 
American Freemasons included Washington, 
Benjamin Franklin, John Hancock, James 
Madison, James Monroe, Paul Revere and 
John Paul Jones.
Members came to be viewed as dangerous 
rabble-rousers, particularly by those in posi-
tions of power. 
In 1738, Pope Clement XII declared that any 
group that operated in such secrecy was 
suspect, and that any Catholic who joined the 
group would be excommunicated. 
Adolf Hitler thought the Masons were en-
gaged in a conspiracy with the Jews to 
dominate world affairs, and he persecuted 
European Masons and seized their libraries 
and archives.
Masons today say the group is not anti-
Catholic and that it welcomes any man who 
believes in God and demonstrates good char-
acter. 
Their ceremonies contain religious references 
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"We don't talk politics or religion," he said of 
Grand Lodge meetings. "These are the two 
issues that may strain relations between broth-
ers."
Freemasonry has been viewed with suspicion 
for centuries, largely because of its reputation 
as a clandestine, male-only society that uses 
secret handshakes and passwords to recognise 
members. 
To be in good standing, Russian Freemasons, 
like their counterparts elsewhere, must belong 
to a "regular" lodge -- one where members are 
all male, believe in a "supreme being" and do 
not engage in politics, said Georgy 
Dergachyov, Grand Master of the first lodge, 
Northern Star, to open in post-Soviet Russia.
Members who do not comply attend "irregu-
lar" lodges, which are not considered part of 
the main group.
Bogdanov's decision to dabble in politics, 
however, has not affected his status. Bogdanov 
explained that Freemasons did not impose their 
views on one another and that he had run on 
his own, not as a Freemason.
There are an estimated 5 million Freemasons 
worldwide, including 2 million in the United 
States, but just over 500 people have joined in 
Russia since the first regular lodge opened in 
1992, said Vladimir Nikitin, the grand secre-
tary of the Grand Lodge of Russia.
Half of all new Freemasons stop being active 
members within two years, Nikitin said.
Dergachyov said he first became interested in 
Freemasonry in the 1980s. 
The Grand Lodge oversees 28 regular lodges. 
The first post-Soviet lodge, Northern Star, was 
irregular when it opened in 1991, allowing 
women and atheists as members, said 
Dergachyov, a university professor. 
Dergachyov grew interested in Freemasonry 
in the late 1980s when he, then in his mid-30s, 
befriended a French Freemason in Russia. 
The Freemason invited him to France, where 
he was initiated into Freemasonry by an 
irregular lodge, the Grand East of France.

Aspiring for world supremacy? Then 
the Russian Freemasons are not the 

group to join.
"Many walk away disappointed when they 
don't find buttons to operate the world behind 
my armchair," Russia's top Freemason, former 
presidential candidate Andrei Bogdanov, said 
jokingly in his office in central Moscow.
Freemasonry -- whose obscure origins have 
been traced to sometime between the building 
of King Solomon's temple in the 10th century 
B.C. and the 16th century A.D. -- once boasted 
an elite following in Russia, including 18th- 
and 19th-century nobility, poet Alexander 
Pushkin, architect Vasily Bazhenov and war 
heroes Alexander Suvorov and Mikhail 
Kutuzov.
These days, however, it is a more modest 
order. Indeed, the secret fraternity does not 
count any billionaires or senior politicians as 
members, said three Freemasons and two 
historians.
"There are people close to the ruling circle 
among us, but they are in the second tier, and 
you will rarely see them on TV," Bogdanov 
said, declining to provide any names.
Most members are middle-class intellectuals, 
retired military officers and small-time busi-
nessmen, said Sergei Karpachyov, a historian 
who has authored several books about Russian 
Freemasonry.
Bogdanov, the Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge of Russia, as the order calls its govern-
ing body, is perhaps Russia's best-known 
Freemason, after he ran for president on March 
2, placing last with 1.3 percent of the vote. 
He first took the spotlight in late 2007 when 
his Democratic Party ran in State Duma 
elections, winning a miniscule 0.13 percent.
Bogdanov made no secret of his association 
with Freemasonry during both campaigns, 
although he said in the interview that his 
decision to participate was his own and not 
backed by his Grand Lodge.
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By Nabi Abdullaev Staff Writer of The Moscow Times, an online newspaper
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cated to the arts or science, followed by a 
discussion and a social talk, which continues 
during an informal dinner.
Nikitin said an informal rule required 
Freemasons to socialise with other Freemasons 
and that this was the only way to be promoted 
in rank, by demonstrating knowledge and 
communication skills. 
The Grand Lodge follows 33 graduses, or 
steps, from the Scottish Masonic charter.
To become the legitimate Grand Lodge of 
Russia, it needed to be established by a foreign 
grand lodge, and this happened in 1995, when 
the Grand National Lodge of France established 
the Grand Lodge of Russia. 
Since then, Bogdanov said, more than 90 
foreign grand lodges have recognized the 
Russian lodge.
Bogdanov's presidential bid stirred public 
interest in Freemasonry, said Nikitin, with the 
number of visitors to the lodge's web site 
soaring and the number of e-mails -- some with 
requests to join -- increasing to several dozen 
per day.
"Still, we initiate no more than 10 new 
members per month," he said. 

To set up a national lodge in any country, seven 
Freemasons holding the rank of master are 
needed, said Karpachyov, the historian.
After Dergachyov, six more Russians were 
initiated in France, and the seventh set up the 
Northern Star lodge in Moscow. 
A year later, it became regular. "Then as I 
learned more about Freemasonry, I decided that 
it would be better if Russian Freemasonry 
became regular," Dergachyov said.
The first Freemasons on Russian soil were 
British. The earliest documents about Russian 
Freemasonry date back to 1731, when Captain 
John Phillips was appointed by the Grand 
Lodge of England as the provincial Grand 
Master of Russia and Germany, said Andrei 
Serkov, a historian studying Freemasonry at the 
Russian State Library.
Freemasonry was popular among Europe-
oriented Russian nobility until 1822, when 
Alexander I banned it by an edict that also 
ordered state bureaucrats to give an oath not to 
get involved with Freemasons. 
Freemasonry continued in a semi-legal man-
ner, Serkov said.
Unlike the Roman Catholic Church and many 
other faiths, the Russian Orthodox Church has 
never openly criticised Freemasons, although 
it has viewed them with suspicion, Karpachyov 
said.
Many Freemasons fled after the Revolution 
and kept lodges abroad. In 1922, Leon Trotsky 
made a call at the Fourth Congress of 
Comintern for Communists around the world 
to abandon Freemason lodges. 
After that, remaining lodges in Russia were 
targeted by the Soviet authorities together with 
all other secret organisations.
Freemasons remain quite secretive today, with 
Dergachyov, Nikitin and Bogdanov refusing to 
name fellow members. The Grand Lodge of 
Russia has had four Grand Masters, but 
Derchachyov and Bogdanov are the only two 
who have revealed themselves to the world of 
profanes, as Freemasons call non-members.
Lodges convene once a month and have a joint 
assembly every year. Bogdanov was elected 
Grand Master at such an assembly in June 
2007, attended by some 100 delegates. Lodge 
meetings usually begin with presentations dedi-
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Our newest member of the Lodge,Wor 
Bro Eric Armstrong  is well known for 
his work with the Rural Lifestyles 
Options Inc., a charitable organisation 
based in Beaudesert and formed to 
assist people with disabilities and give 
attendant care and flexible respite to 
those who need assistance within the 
Beaudesert district.   
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Initiation is preceded by numerous interviews 
by Freemasons.
The lodges were officially registered with the 
authorities as public organisations in 1993, and 
after a new law on non-governmental organisa-
tions went in effect in 2006, they were 
re-registered as non-commercial partnerships. 
Bogdanov said the re-registration went with-
out a hitch. Many NGOs have complained of 
cumbersome paperwork required for re-
registration, and some have had to close.
The lodges are funded by annual fees of 
around 2,500 rubles, ($A150.00) paid by 
members, Bogdanov said.
"We have also a lodge in Moscow where all 
communication is in English for the conven-
ience of visiting brothers from abroad," he 
said.
In the years since its rebirth in the 1990s, 
Russian Freemasonry has not managed to grow 
into a phenomenon and probably never will, 
historians said. "Freemasonry has no big future 
in Russia. It belongs to a European culture that 
is still alien for most Russian," Karpachyov 
said.          �
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Every picture has a story, and the photographs 
featured here tell us that the barbeque convened 
by our active Social Committee (Brothers 
Raphael Tooth, Steve Rushton, Alistair Moat 
and Richard Knott) proved to be a great get- 
together for members and friends of the Lodge. 
Ricky and Alison Beecroft must be com-
mended for the opening of their house and the 
use of their great barbeque facilities, which no 
doubt, ensured that the more than 30 people 
there had a most enjoyable time. 
Our Social Committee has taken upon them-
selves the responsibility of puting together a 
variety of menus to be served at our regular  
lodge festive boards. 
To date, they have taken turns in presenting 
meals selected individually, and have come up 
with pizzas, pasta, hamburgers, chinese and 
roast dinners. Their efforts are greatly appreci-
ated by our members and visitors.
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What makes a man a Mason, 
 O brother of mine?
It isn't the due guard, nor is it 
 the sign,

It isn't the jewel which hangs 
 on your breast
It isn't the apron in which you 
 are dressed

It isn't the step, nor the token, 
 nor the grip,
Nor lectures that fluently flow 
 from the lip,

Nor yet the possession of that 
 mystic word
On five points of fellowship 
 duly conferred.

Though these are essential, 
 desirable, fine,
They don't make a Mason, 
 O brother of mine.

That you to your sworn 
 obligation are true
'Tis that, brother mine, makes 
 a Mason of you.

Secure in your heart you must 
 safeguard and trust,
With lodge and with brother be 
 honest and just,

Assist the deserving who cry in 
 their need,

Be chaste in your thought, in  
 your word and your deed. 

Support he who falters, with  
 hope banish fear,
And whisper advice in an 
 erring one's ear.

Then will the Great Lights on  
 your path brightly shine,
And you'll be a Mason, 
 O brother of mine.

Your use of life's hours by the  
 gauge you must try,
The gavel of vices with 
 courage apply;

Your walk must be upright, as  
 shown by the plumb,
On the level, to bourn whence 
 no travellers come,

The Book of your faith be the  
 rule and the guide,
The compass your passions  
 shut safely inside;

The stone which the Architect  
 placed in your care
Must pass the strict test of His 
 unerring square.

And then you will meet with 
 approval divine,
And you'll be a Mason, 
 O brother of mine. 
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  By George M. Free


