hat a night it was! With around

450 Freemasons in attendance
witness several Scottish Craft Lodge
combine to confer a Third Degree in th
maghnificent settings of the Grand Hal
of the Ann Street Masonic Memoria
Centre, Brisbane.

The groundwork for of this biennial eve
owes its origins to three metropolitan Lodc
Taringa, Scotia and Tullibardine in the ei
1980s, and over the intervening years s
Lodges have successfully hosted the e
Morningside, Caledonian, Maryborou
Southport, Rockhampton, Stankeyd now, fo
the third time, St Andrew Lodge.

forward its Fellowcraft mebver,

Bro Jason Juddin his stead.
Also, because of illness, t

Grand Organist was unable

be present s®or Bro Trevor Hickman of

Tuscan Lodge stepped in to fill the position.

To see the presentation of an 80 year J
Is a rare occasion indeed, and on this n
the Grand Master not only had the plea
of making such a presentationRo Wor Bro
Fred Lodder of Kaye Lodge, but using tl
power of his Office, bestowed the rank of
Assistant Grand Master on Bro Lodder.

Although a centenarian, Bro Lodder is ¢
active in his Mother Lodge, and will

Among the dignitaries to witness the cere-delivering the Address to the Master at Ka

mony were the Grand Mast®tW Bro John
Menzies and Officers of the United Gra
Lodge of Queensland, and making its tl
visit to "The Gathering", a delegation of Gr:
Officers from the Provincial Grand Lodge
Western Australia and a representative of
Grand Lodge of New Zealand.

There were ten members from Ashtor
attendance, wittwor Bro lan Kerr playing
a major role in the floor work as Ser
Deacon. Overall, 31 Brethren from varis
Lodges participated in the Ceremony.

It was unfortunate that at the last mon
the host Lodge's (St Andrew) candidaBeo
Geoff Tully (a member of the armed Forct
was unable to be in attendance due to mil
commitments, so Yeronga Lodge kindly

Installation.

At the Festive Board, St Andrew announ
that they had raised $5000 for the Angel Fl
Charity Appeal and Grand Lodge immedia
said it would match that amount dollar
dollar, making it $10,000 for the wort
Charity.

The music for the evening was arrangel
a talented group of saxophonists from |
College who, with the help of generc
Freemasons on the evening, announcec
they had collected the sum of $2,700 tc
forwarded to the Royal Children's Hosp
Foundation.

The next Gathering of the Clans is sched
in 2008 and will be hosted by Lodge Arg
at Forest Hill, situated west of Ipswich.
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Garden Grass Snakes (also known
Garter Snakes) can be dangerous...

Yes, grass snakes, not rattlesnakes.

Here's why... A couple in Sweetwater, Te:
had a lot of potted plants.

During a recent cold spell, the wife v
bringing a lot of them indoors to protect th
from a possible freeze.

It turned out that a little green garden g
snake was hidden in one of the plants and \
it had warmed up it slithered out and the \
saw it go under the sofa. She let out a
loud scream.

The husband (who was taking a shower)
out into the living room naked to see what
problem was.

She told him there was a snake under the

He got down on the floor on his hands
knees to look for it.

About that time the family dog came ¢
cold-nosed him on the behind.

He thought the snake had bitten him sc
screamed and fell over on the floor.

His wife thought he had a heart attack, sc
covered him up, told him to lie still and cal
an ambulance.

The attendants rushed in, wouldn't listel
his protests and loaded him on the stret
and started carrying him out.

About that time the snake came out fi
under the sofa and the Emergency Mec
Technician saw it and dropped his end of
stretcher. That's when the man broke his
and why he is still in the hospital.

The wife still had the problem of the sni
in the house, so she called on a neighbour

He volunteered to capture the snake.
armed himself with a rolled-up newspaper
began poking under the couch.

Soon he decided it was gone and told

woman, who sat down on the sofa in relief.

But while relaxing, her hand dangled
between the cushions, where she felt the <

slammed her husband in the back of the
with a bag of canned goods, knocking him
and cutting his scalp to a point where it nee
stitches.

The noise woke the woman from her d
faint and she saw her neighbour lying on
floor with his wife bending over him, so <
assumed he had been bitten by the snake
went to the kitchen and got a small bottle
whiskey, and began pouring it down the m
throat. By now the police had arrived.

They saw the unconscious man, smellec
whisky, and assumed that a drunken fight
occurred.

They were about to arrest them all, when
women tried to explain how it all happer
over a little green snake.

The police called an ambulance, which t
away the neighbour and his sobbing wife.
little snake again crawled out from under
sofa. One of the policemen drew his gun
fired at it. He missed the snake and hit the
of the end table.

The table fell over and the lamp on
shattered and as the bulb broke it started :
in the drapes.

The other policeman tried to beat out
flames, and fell through the window into
yard on top of the family dog who startl
jumped out and raced into the street, whel
oncoming car swerved to avoid it and smax
into the parked police car. Meanwhile,
burning drapes were seen by the neight
who called the fire department. The firer
had started raising the fire truck ladder w
they were halfway down the street.

The rising ladder tore out the overhead w
an put out the electricity and disconnectec
telephones in a ten-square city block area
they did get the house fire out).

Time passed. Both men were dischal
from the hospital, the house was repaired
dog came home, the police acquired a new

wriggling around. She screamed and faintedand all was right with their world.

The snake rushed back under the sofa.
The neighbour man, seeing her lying tt

A while later they were watching TV and
weatherman announced a cold snap for

passed out, tried to use CPR to revive her. night.

The neighbour’s wife, who had just retur
from shopping at the grocery store, saw
husband's mouth on the woman's mouth

The husband asked his wife if she thot
they should bring in their plants for the nic
That's when she shot him.
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Fifty years of active service
in any organisation is ¢
long time! But according to V
. Wor Bro Harry Crane, who
was a recipient of a gold Lape
Pin from the United Grand Lodge ol
Queensland, and a Medal from th
members of Ashton Lodge to mark thi
milestone, it is not the number of year
of being a member that makes it worth-
while; but the number of true friends
which you make over those years.

Initiated in to Ashton Lodge on the ¢
March 1956, Harry has a vivid recollectior
that evening.

The ceremony in the Lodge room v
slightly stressful, but to hear a roomful of n
give a "McDuff" for the first time at a festi
board was to say the least, awe-inspiring!

He was initiated withanother Candidate,
Mr John Whitfield.(since resigned).

Having multiple candidates for Initiatio
was quite a common practice in those tir
especially in Ashton, and because of
backup of new candidates, Second Dec
within the Lodge were rare indeed, so
Passing was performed by James Stos
Lodge.

Again, because of the backup of Candid
awaiting Initiations and Raisings, the Tt
Degree was held at a Special Meeting in
old Cooparoo Masonic Temple on Satur
29th September, 1956 along with ano
member of the Lodge, Bro Merv Drews. ~

meeting was convened so that visiting mem

bers of a Gympie Lodge with whom Ash
had a fraternal association could attend.
A proposed visit by the Lodge

At the beginning of the 1960's, Harry v
nominated to become a Steward of the Lo
there were ten positions to be filled and tw
applicants, so a ballot had to be conductec
he missed out that year.

But his application was successful the 1
year.

Harry was Installed as Master of the Lo
in 1971 in the presence of the then Gove
of Queensland and Grand Master, MWor
His Excellency, Sir Alan James Mansfield, .
his Grand Officers, and again occupied
Chair in 1992.

Harry has also served as Director
Ceremonies, Treasurer, Chaplain and Alm
of the Lodge.

He has acted as Mentor to many membe
the Lodge and a guide to members thrc
their various Offices.

Coolangatta-Tweed Heads to conduct a spe-afier passing through the Chair in the C
cial meeting was arranged until it was d'SCOVLodge Harry joined Toombul Royal Ar

ered that if the Charter of the Loc
accompanied the Brethren, Grand Lo
would consider it an illegal meeting beca
the work would have been done in ano

Chapter in 1972 and attained the Office
Thrice lllustrious Master in 1985.

Now in its twelfth year, Ashton Newsowes
its origins to Harry Crane, who edits ¢

jurisdiction. That meeting did not eventuate.pubnsheS it four times a year.
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I:ew places ca
claim a continuous

history going back
1,400 years bu
Rochester Cathedra
can, and on Thursday
24 June 2004, a speci
service was held in th
Cathedral to celebrate
its foundation by
Bishop Justus ir
604AD.

As part of the cele-
bration a magnificel
fresco, largely funde
by the Freemasons
Kent as a millenniur

gift, was dedicated. It will form a magnifice
backdrop to the new Baptistery being se
in the north nave transept.

The special service was lead by the Ac
Dean, Canon Jonathan Meyrick, supporte
the Bishop of Tonbridge, Rt. Rev. Dr. Br
Castle, the College of Canons, the Honc
Priest Vicars and other clergy from

Diocese and included a specially commis-

sioned anthem by John Taverner. The Ac
Dean, on behalf of the Chapter, expre:
their gratitude for the generous gift.

The Freemasons of Kent were represe
by RW Bro William Bryen, Provincial Grar
Master for West Kent and RW Bro Jc
Bonomy, Provincial Grand Master for E
Kent, together with members of the t
Provincial Executives and many individ
Freemasons.

At a second service three days later
Sunday 27th June, several hundred |
Masons, their families and friends, packec
cathedral, and led by the two Provincial Gr
Masters, united in a Service of Thanksgiv
The Very Reverend Edward Shotter, D
Emeritus of Rochester, preached the ser

It was he who had first proposed the fre

as part of the cathedral's new Baptister

the north nave transept, a spot where pilg
have entered the building for centuries
where it will have maximum impact.

In his sermon, Dean Shotter said that ir

age where visual images play such an impor-

tant part in our lives, the fresco will be
powerful way of communicating the mess
for a renewal of faith.

It is believed to be the first fresco pain
in an English cathedral since the twe
century. Measuring more than 9 m x 6 n
was painted directly onto a special mix of
plaster so as to become part of the v
Because of this, it will retain the freshnes

its colours and its striking beauty for centu-

ries.

The upper part depicts the baptism of ClI
by John the Baptist, while the lower
illustrates the baptism of King Ethelbert
Kent by Saint Augustine and the baptisn
some two thousand of his Anglo Sa
followers on the banks of the Medway, ju:
stone's throw from where the cathedral |
stands on land given by King Ethelbert.

The artist, 46-year-old Sergei Fyodorov,
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born in Moscow and trained at an art coll
in his native Russia. He acquired his spe
iconographic skills from Orthodox monl
which explains the style of his work with
distinct Byzantine flavour.

Fyodorov's previous works are to be see
the Danilov Monastery in Moscow, Winches
Cathedral and Westminster Abbey, tho
none are on the scale of his ambitious wol
Rochester.

This work has taken over three years
complete, and to fit in with the daily life of
busy cathedral, the artist, assisted by his
Jelena, often worked through the evening

gift and hope that it will be to the people
Kent a source of spiritual inspiration not o
to them, but to their children and th
children's children.” John Bonomy add
"Kent Freemasons have enjoyed a long
happy association with Rochester Cathe
for over 150 years.

The decision to fund the fresco was a fit
and significant way to mark that friendst
Clearly, in this beautiful piece of work, it ¢
now be seen what an important and r
decision that was, for the fresco is a thin
true beauty which will be enjoyed by f
people of Kent, as well as visitors to

late into the night so as not to be disturbed. county for hundreds of years to come

He said: "I am delighted with the work, it
a very detailed and precise piece but now
very tired. | need to take

a break, catch up on miy
sleep and meet up with
my family and friends
again. | will return soon
to complete the final
finishing touches."

He added that the
fresco includes a grouj
of Freemasons, but i
leaving it to the Masons
themselves to discovey

LV 2 Ld

where!
William Bryen com-
mented: "Freemasonp

in England have alway$
been supportive of the

well into the next millennium."
The fresco is the latest in a long line
Rochester projec

masons.

They include th

dulph's  Tower i

tice rooms for th

ues above the We

ops Gundulph ar
John of Canterbury;
stained glass windo
in the south nav

Established  Churcl ,
and over the years have y
made very significanf |

R % I
contributions to beau

funded by Kent Free-

restoration of Gun-
1925 to provide prac-
choristers; two stat-

Door depicting bish-

transept commemo-
rates the Ver
T Reverend Samu
" 4 Reynolds Hole

Grand Chaplain i

tify and adorn its build-

ings. Any visitor with an enquiring eye w
not infrequently come across dedications
a Masonic connection inscribed on a table
Masonic symbols in the stained glass of a s

1897, and the ongo-

ing support of a choris-

ter at the King's School.

Other significant contributions made
English Freemasons may be seen in '
Minster, the cathedrals of Worcester, Durl

country church or of an imposing cathedral. and Truro, in Malmesbury Abbey and in

"These all bear witness to the love, faith
devotion of generations of Freemasons.
Freemasons of Kent very much hope that
beautiful fresco in our cathedral will be s
as their Millennium gift to the people of Ke

They are proud and honoured to make

Collegiate Church of St Mary, Warwick.

By Charles Marchant, Provincial Inform
ation Officer for the Masonic Province of We
Kent. Published by MQ Magazine, Octol
2004 for Grand Lodge of England.

st
er
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The original owners of the *Kurilpa pensinsula

he original inhabitants named the

West End area Kurilpa, an Aboriginal
word meaning "place for water rats",
because of the large rats that infeste
the area close to the river.

It is thought that these rats may have be
native rodent rather than the European 1
of today.

(Interestingly enough, the native water
of Kurilpa seem to have survived 200 year
European settlement, and are still found ir
area around the Cultural Centre at Si
Bank.)

In pre-European days the area now know
West End was a neutral meeting place f
number of Aboriginal tribes and a rich foo
gathering place. Aboriginals would walk alc
narrow riverbanks and pathways, collec
fresh fruits and hunting wild animals.

Aboriginals from any tribe had the freedontim

so, because of the neutral nature of the area”

Kurilpa was site for Bora Rings and sewv

other culturally significant places.

Although they are not physically seen toc
most of the Aborigines from Kurilpa sl
remember the cultural significance and tradi-
tional linkages to the area.

An ex-convict's notes of the 1820s appe
in the Brisbane Courier in May 1930:

"One of the most enticing spots within
Brisbane area was an immense jungle ir
western portion of South Brisbane.

It began at almost the spot where the Vict
Bridge now stands, and it followed the cot
of the river right away to Hill End, and alo
the whole length of what is now Montac
Road.

d- The jungle was a tangled mass of tr

vines, flowering creepers, staghorns, elk-
horns, towering scrub palms, giant ferns
hundreds of other varieties of the fern fan
beautiful and rare orchids, and the v
assion flower.

While along the riverbank were the we
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lilies in thousands, and convolvulus of gor
geous hue... Parrots, blue pigeons and ¢
turkeys could be seen in the rainforest it
where the whip birds gave their distinci
call..."

"There is a close correlation between €
Aboriginal pathways and tracks used
convicts and early European settlers.

Montague Road approximates that usel
hunter gatherers who swam from Nc
Brisbane to the sandy beaches at the be
the river to fish, to gather yam and reeds f
the swamps, and to hunt rats and scrub tul
in what constituted the West End jungle.”

Aboriginal people also frequently swi
across the river from St Lucia and Milton ar
to South Brisbane for corroborees.

In 1823 Lieutenant Oxley mapped
Brisbane River which he named after the
Governor of New South Wales, Sir Thor
Brisbane, and in 1824 a convict colony
started on the north shore of the river.

The convicts cleared 350 acres of land ot
south shore to grow food for the new colc

Around present day Montague Road, 1|
clearing the tangled rainforest sometimes ¢
upon skeletons with rusting chains still rive
around their bones to tell a tale of sc
unfortunate convict who had made a dast
freedom, lived a few days in this tropi
garden and then died there.

The Moreton Bay Settlement was thrc
open to free settlers in 1842, with consider
rivalry between North Brisbane and Sc
Brisbane, as well as the Kangaroo P
village. By 1843 three inns were in opera
in South Brisbane.

In 1846 the Government Census show:
population of 614 in North Brisbane and :
in South Brisbane.

By 1848 there were 44 buildings, mo:
made of slab, bark and shingle, on the s
side of the Brisbane River.

Squatters and teamsters bringing drays ¢
from the Darling Downs and the headwa
of the Brisbane River tended to remain on
southside of the river.

Wharves were built there, local business
erected homes on the hillsides, innkeepers

$& 'S ()

raised shanties to accommodate thirsty travel-
lers and the bustling new township of Sc
Brisbane took shape.

By 1871 there were 680 dwellings in
settled part of the district of West End.

It was thought that the district might he
been named after London's West End ¢
developed into a fashionable area for the t
houses of squatters from Toowoomba
surrounding areas.

The squatters came primarily because o
racetrack at South Brisbane in the Melbot
Street swamp, however this was abandon:
1868 following the Depression and finan
crisis of 1866.

A creek ran down Montague Road and arc
to Jane Street where it met the river.

Between Montague Road and the river,
area was flat and fertile and there were ¢
farms and orchards.

In time, however, the West End area chat
from a predominantly farming area to
increasingly residential area, supported
growing commercial interests in Soi
Brisbane.

/$

Reproduced from a commemorative book cele-
brating the 125th Anniversary of West End £
School, researched and written by Ms Mal
Shields, Principal at the time. Other notes arert
a Report on Aboriginal Housing prepared by
Musgrave Park Aboriginal Corporation.
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Ashton Lodge had the pleasure at the
March meeting of raising in rank Wor
Bro Len Norman to a Life Patron of the
Aged Mason’s Widows and Orphans
Fund, by having V Wor Bro Barry Fry
AGSW pin to his breast a Jewel in
recognition of his commitment to
Masonic charity.

When making the presentation, VWor B

involved himself in, particularly his dedi
cation to the promise made by t

doing has assisted in raising the profile
the Ashton Lodge.
Wor Bro Norman's commitment tc

by the number of Masonic Orders i
which he takes an active interest. Sin
joining the Craft in 1974, he has beco

in eight of these has been installed i
their highest office.
At the May Election of Officers Meeting

to be Master of the Lodge. He accepte
Ashton is indeed honoured to have su
a talented member within its ranks.

Fry spoke of the charitable works Len hfs

Freemasonry has been amply illustratgd

e
involved in twelve Masonic Orders, ar:llj

Of

N
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o

.
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The 19th century, the heyday of sail-

powered merchants shipping, was also tt
heyday of the sea pimp, or crimp, wh
supplied unscrupulous captains with fresl
crew members, often unwilling ones.

In other words, the men were shanghe
(The term crimp, originally British slang f
agent, probably arrived in America with Brit
sailors.

The term shanghai likely arose because r
crimped sailors ended up in Shanghai, Ct
a major port in the day of sail.)

Crimping took place in all major ports arot
the world: London, New York, and Hong Ka
were all infamously dangerous places.

Toward the end of the sailing ships' reigi
the last quarter of the 19th century, the \
Coast of the United States was reported to
the most dangerous ports in the world .

Portland was a rough, corrupt city wh
economy had risen quickly through timber
grain shipping.

In the 1890s it was common for 100 windjam-

mers to be docked in Portland Harbor.

In one typical instance, (Portland residt
A.E. Clarke was wandering down Burns
Street when he met a man who invited
aboard to a riverboat party.

Clarke accepted the offer and spent
afternoon drinking and chatting with yoL

e
Freemasons of Queensland to raise moj'eywomen as the boat made its way to Astor
for the Leukemia Foundation, and in g0

port town located where the Columbia RIi
enters the Pacific Ocean.

Once there, Clarke was told to sigr
passenger list so the crew would know w
everyone was back on board, and then he
taken on a tour of an iron-hulled, deep-
square-rigger.

At that point, Clarke and the other victi
were held at gunpoint, manacled and sh
in a dark hold.

It was seven years before Clarke saw Por

Len was nominated for the second time again.

"Of Crimps and Shanghaied Sailors
American History, June 2006, pp. 58, 60




