
Master-elect Ian Pieper has taken up 
the challenge put forward by 

Grand Master Alan Wright, to partici-
pate in the World’s Greatest Shave for a 
Cure and made himself a 
candidate to help raise 
money on behalf of the 
Freemasons of Queens-
land for the leukaemia, 
lymphoma, myeloma or a 
related blood disease, ap-
peal by having his pride 
and joy, his beard and 
head shaved.

Ian has had this to say about 
the whole procedure.

"Before we went to Europe, 
my wife Louise shaved her 
head to raise money for the 
Leukaemia Foundation.  

People asked me then, if I was going to shave 
my beard but at the time, I was not working 
and had a limited number of people that I 
could fleece.  

This time, not only am I working but I have 
recently changed jobs and could happily call 
upon the generousity of people at both work 
places.  

I was due to have my de-bearding in King 
George Square at 2pm on the 12th of March 
however, illness prevented me from going 
along to my appointment.  

The next morning I did a quick search on 
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All done to help the 
Leukaemia Foundation

the internet and found a suitable venue --  
Indooroopilly shopping centre.

I went over early in the morning because I 
thought that they would get quite busy and I 

might have to wait a while.  
As it turned out, they had 

almost nobody booked in to 
be done before about 10am 
so I didn’t have to wait long.  

The compere did a really 
good job of talking up the 
event and armed with very 
few facts about me managed 
to generate a fair amount of 
interest by the passers-by.  

I smiled for the cameras, 
shook a few hands and went 
home to my sick bed.

I found that very few people 
recognised me without some 
other prompt such as the desk 

that I was sitting in at work, my voice, or 
being told that I had shaved to raise money 
for Leukaemia reseach.  

I don’t blame them -- I didn’t recognise 
myself in the mirror.  

I found that without the beard the family 
resemblance between Malcolm (my brother) 
and I was even more pronounced.

I’d like to thank everyone who has supported 
me in this endeavour and so far I have raised 
$770 to be credited towards Ashton’s contri-
bution to the Grand Master’s latest Luekaemia 
appeal."      x  (More photos back page)

Ian's pride and joy in its full glory
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29 things to 
ponder about

1.  If you take an Oriental person and spin him 
around  several times, does he become dis-
oriented? 
2.  If people from Poland are called Poles, why 
aren't people from Holland called Holes? 
3.  Why do we say something is out of whack? 
What's a whack? 
4.  Do infants enjoy infancy as much as adults 
enjoy adultery? 
5.  If a pig loses its voice, is it disgruntled? 
6.  If love is blind, why is lingerie so popular? 
7. When someone asks you, "A penny for your 
thoughts" and you put your tuppence in . . . 
what happens to the other penny? 
8.  Why is the man who invests all your money 
called a broker? 
9.  Why do croutons come in airtight packages? 
Aren't they just stale bread to begin with? 
10. When cheese gets its picture taken, what 
does it say? 
11. Why is a person who plays the piano called 
a pianist but a person who drives a race car 
not called a racist? 
12. Why are a wise man and a wise guy 
opposites? 
13. Why do overlook and oversee mean 
opposite things? 
14. Why isn't the number 11 pronounced onety 
one? 
15. "I am" is reportedly the shortest sentence 
in the English language. Could it be that "I do" 
is the longest sentence? 
16. If lawyers are disbarred and clergymen 
defrocked, doesn't it follow that electricians 
can be delighted, musicians denoted, cowboys 
deranged, models deposed, tree surgeons de-
barked, and dry cleaners depressed? 
17. Do Lipton Tea employees take coffee 
breaks? 
18. What hair colour do they put on the driver's 
licenses of bald men? 
19. I was thinking about how people seem to 
read the Bible a whole lot more as they get 
older; then it dawned on me . . they're 

cramming for their final exam. 
20. I thought about how mothers feed their 
babies with tiny little spoons and forks, so I 
wondered what do Chinese mothers use? 
Toothpicks? 
21. If it's true that we are here to help others, 
then what exactly are the others here for? 
22. You never really learn to swear until you 
learn to drive. 
23. No one ever says 'It's only a game' when 
their team is winning. 
24. Ever wonder what the speed of lightning 
would be if it didn't zigzag? 
25. Last night I played a blank tape at full 
blast. The mime next door went nuts. 
26. If a cow laughed, would milk come out 
of her nose? 
27. If 4 out of 5 people SUFFER from 
diarrhea...does that mean that one enjoys it? 
28 Isn't making a smoking section in a 
restaurant like making a peeing section in a 
swimming pool? 
29. Ever wonder about those people who 
spend $2.00 apiece on those little bottles of 
Evian water? Try spelling Evian backwards: 
NAIVE.        y

Travelling back in timeTravelling back in timeTravelling back in timeTravelling back in time
A time capsule which was deposited 
inside the Foundation Stone of the 
South Brisbane Masonic Temple in 
1924, has been recovered and is soon 
to be put on display at the Ann Street 
Memorial Masonic Centre.
The contents comprised a copy of:
“The Brisbane Courier” dated Sat-
urday 30th August, 1924; 
A set of coins circulating at the time; 
The Foundation Stone Certificate; 
A report from the then Chairman of the 
South Brisbane Masonic Hall 
Company Ltd;
 A copy of the Grand Master’s Oration 
at the laying of the Foundation Stone. 
(It is hoped that a copy can be 
obtained and circulated to members in 
a future edition of "Ashton News").
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Their conclusions are more negative than 
positive, and none has gone behind the fact 
that in one form or another the Hiramic 
Legend is among the oldest as it is among the 
dearest myths of the human race. 

One may agree that documentary evidence 
does not put the legend of the martyred master 
workman into the third degree prior to 1725 
and still see in it a recasting of the race-old 
drama of man's hope for immortality. 

A dozen or more suggestions have been 
made by Masonic students as to what the 
legend means. 

Some take it literally even though the Old 
Testament says nothing of the death of that 
Hiram which Solomon fetched out of Tyre 
who "wrought all his work." 

Others believe it is another way of telling 
the story of Isis and Osiris - itself a legend 
which could hardly have been foisted on the 
people full born from the brain of some clever 
priest but must have been an heritage from 
the Hyksos, or even earlier inhabitants of 
Egypt. 

Fancifully, some see in it a modern version 
of the death of Abel at the hands of Cain, and 
of course thousands visualize it as the death 
and resurrection of the Man of Galilee. 

Search the Great Light; you will find no 
account of the tragedy of Hiram Abif. 

You will learn of Hiram, or Huram. 
If you delve deeply enough in Hebrew you 

will learn that "Abif" means "his father" which 
may indicate another Hiram, a son. 

Modern scholarship translates Hiram Abif as 
"Hiram, my father" meaning a Hiram looked 

up to, venerated, given a title of honour, as the 
father of a tribe, the father of an art, the father 
of the sacred vessels of the Temple. 

But of the Three, the tragedy, and the Lost 
Word, the Old Testament is silent. 

Nor will you find in secular history any 
account of the drama of Hiram. 

For its truth you must delve into the myths 
and legends and fairy stories in which the race 
has half concealed, half revealed, those truths 
which do not bear telling in plain words. 

Is there a Santa Claus?  
For six years old there is. 
For his elders Santa Claus is a means of 

telling a beautiful truth in terms which six 
years old can understand. 

Is the legend "true"? What is meant by "true"? 
If the translation of "true" is "historically 
accurate," obviously neither Santa Claus nor 
Hiram Abif is "true." 

But if "true" means "containing a great truth," 
then both the myth of the Yuletide Saint and 
the Legend of the Master Builder are true in 
the most real sense. 

Raised to the Sublime Degree, many men see 
in the living, the dying and the raising of the 
Master only a literal drama, designed to teach 
the virtues of fortitude and inflexible fidelity. 

For those whose ears hear only the melody 
and are deaf to harmonies, for those whose 
eyes are so blinded by the sunset as not to see 
the colours, this is good enough. 

Yet any literal interpretation of the legend 
and our ceremony which exemplifies it misses 
its heart. 

The Legend of Hiram Abif is at once the 

MAKING SENSE OF THE 
HIRAMIC LEGEND 

By CARL H. CLAUDY  

LEARNED students have attempted to fix the date - as if dates 
mattered! - when   the Hiramic Legend first made its appear-

ance in Freemasonry. 



ASHTON NEWS                        JUNE  2004

tragedy and the hope of man; it is virtue struck 
down by error, evil, and sin, and raised again 
by truth, goodness, and mercy. 

It is the story of the resurrection of that 
"which bears the nearest affinity to that 
supreme intelligence which pervades all na-
ture." It is the answer to Job. 

It is at once the beginning of the even more 
sacred legend - of that which was lost - and 
the assurance that at long last he who seeks 
shall find. 

How long is a rope? A silly question! 
It can be answered, presumably, if one can 

find one end and measure it to the other. 
Suppose the rope has only one end? 
Sillier and sillier! 
But if two ends are true of a rope, are they 

true of space and time and eternity? 
If time has a beginning, it has an ending. 
If space commences somewhere, there also 

will be its end to be found. 
If eternity has a beginning, it is not eternal! 
Here is the shock, the surprise, and the glory 

of the third degree. 
It presents us with eternity in the midst of 

life. 
It pushes back the confines of our little 

dimensions, our tiny measurements of time, our 
small comprehension of space and shows us 
that we enter eternity at neither birth nor death. 

We have always been in eternity if we are in 
it at all. 

Hiram Abif was gathered to his fathers when 
the selfishness and sin of misguided men struck 
him down. 

But they were powerless against the Paw of 
the Lion and the might of Freemasonry. 

Each of us is born, lives his short life and, 
wearing his little white apron, is laid where our 
forefathers have gone before us. 

The drama of the third degree assures us that 
the life from birth to death and including both 
is but an episode, a single note in the great 
symphony. 

The Hiramic Legend is the glory of 
Freemasonry; the search for that which was 
lost is the glory of life. 

Never may we find it here. 
You shall gaze through microscope and 

telescope and catch no sight of its shadow. 
You shall travel in many lands and far and 

see it not. 
You shall listen to all the words of all the 

tongues which all men have ever spoken and 
will speak - the Lost Word is not heard. 

Were it but a word, how easy to invent 
another! 

But it is not a word, but The Word, the great 
secret, the unknowableness which the Great 
Architect sets before his children, a will o' the 
wisp to follow, a pot of gold at the end of the 
rainbow. 

Never here is it to be found, but the search 
for it is the reason for life. 

The Sublime Degree teaches that in another 
life it may be found. 

That is why it is the Sublime Degree.      x

The Master's Apron 
Robert Burns

Ther's mony a badge that's unco braw; 
Wi ribbon, lace and tape on; 
Let kings an' princes wear them a', 
Gie me the masters apron! 

The honest craftsman's apron, 
The jolly freemason's apron, 
Be he at hame or roam afar, 
Before his touch fa's bolt and bar, 
The gates of fortune fly ajar, 
Gin he but wears the apron! 

For wealth and honour, pride and power 
Are crumbling stanes to base on; 
Fraternity suld rule the hour, 
And ilka worthy mason! 
Each free accepted mason, 
Each ancient crafted mason! 

Then brithers let a halesome sang 
Arise your friendly ranks alang. 
Guid wives and bairnies blithely sing 
To the ancient badge wi' the apron string 
That is worn by the master mason! 



ASHTON NEWS                        JUNE  2004

According to Fitzgerald, the Masons sat 
James in a chair and placed cans on a platform 
around his head. Eid, standing about 20 feet 
away, was supposed to fire a blank gun, and 
a man holding a stick was supposed to knock 
the cans over to make James think they had 
been hit by bullets.

Eid had two guns a .22-caliber pistol loaded 
with blanks and a .38-caliber with real bullets 
and apparently pulled the wrong one out of 
his pocket, the lieutenant said. He said the 
weapons are about the same size.

Eid had a permit for the gun. Police said it 
was not clear why he took it to the ceremony. 

He pleaded innocent and bail was set at 
$2,500.

Date: Thu, 11 Mar 2004 08:37:21 -0500
From: Scott Gaertner 
scott@anchorastoria.org>
Subject: Re: Man shot dead at Long Island 
Masonic Temple
My Brothers,

I am writing this to the large number of 
Brethren who are from outside the United 
States, to offer a little perspective of how we 
do things here. Hopefully, this will clear up 
some misconceptions.

While I am not speaking as an official 
representative, I am a member of the Grand 
Lodge of New York and I live fairly close to 
the Lodge in question.

Many Lodges here have social clubs that are 
comprised of a subset of Lodge members. 
They are often called "Fellowship Clubs" or 
"Square Clubs". While these are condoned by 
many Lodges, they are separate entities.

Activities are purely for entertainment and 
social purposes -- fishing trips and barbeques 
come to mind. Charity functions are also not 
uncommon.

Monday,8th May, 2004 will go down as a 
day of infamy to all members of the Craft 
worldwide. Because of an inane and 
senseless act of foolishness, a respected 
member of a Masonic Lodge has lost his 
life. This type of behaviour by grown men 
is so bizarre that it beggars belief.
The incident did not occur in the Lodge 
room itself, but in the basement room of 
the Masonic building.
I have reproduced two articles, the first 
being a newspaper report and the second 
an e-mail from a concerned and distressed 
member of a Lodge which meets in the 
vicinity of the tragedy, and downloaded 
from among the numerous editorials 
spread across the internet. 

-- Wor Bro Harry Crane

Man killed during 
Masonic initiation
 By Frank Eltman, Associated Press Writer

PATCHOGUE, N.Y. Tuesday March 9, 
2004, - A man was shot in the face and 

killed during a Masonic initiation ceremony 
by a fellow member who mistakenly pulled 
out a real pistol instead of a blank gun, 
police said Tuesday.

The 76-year-old man who fired the shot was 
charged with manslaughter.

William James, 47, was killed Monday night 
at the Southside Masonic Lodge.

"We believe it was completely accidental," 
said Suffolk County Detective Lt. Jack 
Fitzpatrick. The man under arrest, Albert Eid, 
was "stunned and distraught" at James' death, 
he said.

The initiation rite was aimed at scaring the 
new member.

A mindless ceremony 
brings shame on Craft
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Sometimes, Square Clubs are not a direct 
subset of a Lodge, but instead a group of 
Masons from a profession, such as the New 
York Police Department Square Club, of which 
only officers are members.

I have only recently heard of the sophomoric 
hazing that occurs as initiation into some of 
these clubs. In my Square Club, I just had to 
hand over $10 for the years dues. In others, 
however, more elaborate (and stupid) stunts 
are pulled to scare/impress the newcomer.

These, however, are rare (as far as I know). 
I have only heard of a couple of modern 
Fellowcraft Clubs having such initiations, 
which were more common in the 1940s and 
1950s, but almost nonexistant today.

At my Lodge meeting Tuesday night, every 
single Mason there was absolutely devistated 
by the news. There was also utter disbelief that 
a firearm would ever be brought to a Lodge 
and used in such a careless way.

The only people I have ever seen carry a gun 
inside a Lodge are off-duty police officers, 
who are required to carry them. Those of us 
who were brought up around guns were taught 
to never aim them towards another human 
being, unless it is to kill them. 

The kind of behavior exhibited at that 
Fellowcraft Club runs contrary to every safety 
lesson taught about firearms, as it is well 
known that even a blank charge can kill.

I know that some of you are probably 
wondering what will happen to the people 
involved. 

All I can say for sure is that the Constitutions 
of the Grand Lodge of New York mandate 
immediate suspension of the 76 year old 
brother, as he has been indicted for 2nd degree 
manslaughter, which is a felony. If he is 
convicted, he will be permanently expelled (in 
addition to any jail time he receives by the 
courts). No felon can be a Mason in New York.

I'm sure some of you are also confused by 
the terminology of U.S. courts. Just to keep 
things clear, murder must be premeditated and 
intentional. Manslaughter is for accidental or 
neglegant deaths. It is the decision of the 
District Attorney as to which charge he will 
file, and is usually determined upon the 
strength of the evidence.

As to what will happen to the Lodge under 
which the Fellowship Club was operating, 
only the Grand Master knows for sure. I 
would not, however, be surprised if their 
Charter was revoked, and many members 
expelled.

I personally think this should be done -- even 
though the group was acting outside of the 
Lodge, they were Masons who should have 
known better.

What I do know for sure is that not only was 
an innocent life lost and a family left 
shattered, but a great deal of damage was also 
done to the institution of Freemasonry.

For those not familiar with the subject, 
Masonry in New York was once the focus of 
prolonged attacks after the death of a sup-
posed member named William Morgan. "The 
Morgan Affair" as it is called was the 
inspiration for the formation of the Anti-
Mason political party, and almost destroyed 
Masonry in the United States.

Make no mistake, my Brothers, we are now 
in the midst of our very own Morgan Affair. 
The damage to our reputation could very well 
destroy the future of Freemasonry in the U.S., 
maybe not by a political witch hunt, but for 
the perception that this has created in the 
minds of many outsiders.

Who would want to join a fraternity that 
shoots its members? 

Unfortunately, that is the message given by 
the press. Remember, to an outsider, the term 
"Fellowcraft Club" is easily confused with the 
name of the 2nd degree of Masonry. 

ABC News, a very well respected news 
outfit, reported that the death occurred during 
the Second degree of the Lodge. 

While this is not correct, the public is going 
to believe it.

When trying to explain this horrible event 
to non-Masons, please keep this in mind, and 
please try to correct their facts. 

The truth can help us in this matter. 
Deception, most surely, will not.

Finally, please keep the James family in your 
hearts and prayers.
Scott Gaertner 
Anchor-Astoria Lodge No. 729 
Grand Lodge of New York     y
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Master of the Lodge, Jim Robertson 
headed a delegation of six members 

of Ashton to attend the Sixth Biennial 
gathering of Scottish Lodges held on 
April 17 in Rockhampton, Central 
Queensland.

Accompanying Jim were Bro Ian Pieper, Wor 
Bro Peter Casper, Wor Bro Allan Kingston, 
Bro Keith Redman and V Wor Bro Ted Lowe.

As in all past occasions, Ashton was invited 
to take part in the Lodge workings, this time,  
Peter Casper delivering the Secrets of the 
Degree. 

Allan Kingston made the Address to the 
Haggis at the festive board.

As in past years, the event was well attended 
by members of the Craft  from Central to 
Southern Queensland; and also the Grand 
Master of the United Grand Lodge of 
Queensland, M W Bro Alan Wright an his 
Grand Officers along with a delegation from 
the Grand Lodge of Western Australia. 

More than 450 brethren witnessed a Third 
Degree conducted by members from 22 former 
Queensland Scottish Constitution Lodges. 

A civic reception was hosted by the mayor of 
Rockhampton, Margaret Strelow for visiting 
brethren and partners in the Pilbeam Theatre, 
and the Masonic Ceremony  held in the Kele 
Pavillion at the Rockhampton Show Grounds, 
and the Banquet held in the Exhibition Pavilion. 

This "Meeting of the Clans" in part owes its 
presence today to the groundwork done by 
Taringa, Tullibardine and Scotia Lodges who 
had hosted several combined “Scottish” meet-
ings in the early 1980's.

St Andrew Lodge revived the event in 1989 
and again in 1992, both meetings being a great 
success. A total of 212 Brethren attended the 
1992 ceremony.

In 1994 Morningside Lodge took up the 
challenge and planned to have a meeting at the 
Stone’s Corner Centre. 

But it soon became apparent that because of 
the interest shown by many members of the 
Craft, larger premises would be required. 

Ultimately, the ceremony was conducted in 
the Grand Hall, Ann Street Memorial Centre 
and witnessed by 454 brethren. 

The success of this meeting was aided by the 
presence of the then Grand Master Bill 
Roache, who’s son-in-law Bro Ken Davis was 
the candidate.

Also of great significance was the welcome 
attendance and support of regional centres 
such as Rockhampton and Maryborough.

In 1996 Caledonian Lodge hosted the 
ceremony in Ipswich and came up with the 
name "The Gathering of the Clans".

It was witnessed by 323 brethren including 
M W Bro Emmanuel Anthony who was most 
impressed with the event.

Southport Lodge was host in 1998 and 
despite the difficulties of holding a meeting in 
a building not designed for such a purpose, 
the venue being Carrara Stadium, the members 
of Southport Lodge were successful in con-
verting the area into a Lodge Room. 

Over 500 attended, which included brethren 
at the ceremony and the addition of ladies at 
the Festive Board. 

M W Bro I K Smith was present, together 
with his Deputy and Assistant Grand Masters.

The year 2000 “Meeting of the Clans” was 
hosted by Maryborough Lodge with over 20 
Lodges taking part from many areas in 
Queensland. 

The event was enhanced by the attendance 
of the Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master 
and Assistant Grand Master, who were accom-
panied by their wives.

It was in the year 2002 that Ashton’s Mother 
Lodge Stanley Lodge was the host for this 
event, and they maintained the high standard 
required to make the occasion a memorable 
one.       (continued next page)

Rockhampton trip to witness 
the "Gathering of the Clans"
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Hearty Welcome 
to new member
It is with great pleasure that we wel-

come another member into Ashton 
Lodge.

Our newest member, Raphael Tooth was 
Initiated at the February meeting.

Interestingly, Raphael's introduction into the 
Craft was of his own volition. 

Whilst commuting to his workplace, Raphael 
observed the Masonic banner inviting enquir-
ies placed on the wall of the then South 
Brisbane Masonic Centre, and knowing that 
his grandfather was once a member of a 
Lodge, he decided to make enquiries on how 
to become involved.

He contacted the UGLQ, who in turn gave 
out our Secretary’s phone number. 

Ted Lowe, accompanied by Bert Phin made 
contact with Raphael and satisfactorily ex-
plained to him the objectives of Freemasonry, 
which led him to make an application for 
membership.         

Gathering of the Clans
(from previous page)

The Redlands Shire Hall was converted into 
the Lodge Room, and the Banquet after the 
Ceremony in an adjoining Reception Room.

Fourteen Lodges took part in the Ceremony 
with 336 brethren signing the attendance book. 

Over 500 brethren and their partners attended 
the Festive Board.

Secretary of Stanley Lodge, Wor Bro John 
Irwin eloquently enunciated the whole pro-
ceedings when he said: "Without the help of 
other Lodges in the area we would not have 
achieved the success we did, and it goes 
without saying that the loyalty and bonding 
between Scottish Lodges in this area is at an 
extremely high level.

To those participating in the Ceremony and 
those acting as Stewards at the Festive Board 
many thanks for a job well done"      x
(Thanks to Rt Wor Bro Colin Fooks PAGM, 
for the history of the "Meeting of the Clans")

Reaching the point of no return

Trying to keep a stiff upper lip

Hi Louise ........ it's me, Ian !


