
of Brisbane and Fassifern Kilwinning Lodges.
Many of the Lodges attending the Installation 

are well-known to the Ashton brethren because 
of their regular interchange of visits with one 
another.
So, to have 16 Lodges come along to join in 

our Installation night, emphasises the impor-
tance of regular visits to other Lodges, a 
practice the present Officers of Ashton have 
successfully emulated to our advantage.      �
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I T was most gratifying to have such a  
large number of members from Lodges 

around the metropolitan area join in our 
night of Installation.
There were 51  visiting brethren in the Lodge 

Room who signed the attendance book to 
witness the Ceremony, with  Dennistoun Lodge  
making an official visit (14 members) as did 
Stanley Lodge (13 members). 
Taringa (3), Kianawah (3),  General Glasgow 

(3),Theodore Unmack (3), Tuscan  (2), St. 
Andrew (2) and a representative from United 
Services,  Tullibardine, C H Harley, St. Patrick, 
Aspley/Bald Hills, Morningside, Temperance 
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For five hectic days and nights every 
four years from 776 BC until the 

Chr istian emperors banned pagan festi-
vals in AD 394 - a mind-boggling twelve 
hundred years - the sensationally popu-
lar Olympic games were held in Greece. 
Each Olympiad was an expression of 

Hellenic unity, an all-consuming pageant, as 
spiritually profound for these ancients as a 
pilgrimage to Varanasi for Hindus or the 
Muslim hajj:
"The athletes appeared one by one - parading 

like peacocks, entirely unclothed and un-
adorned, yet dripping from head to toe in 
perfumed oils that flowed in rivulets from their 
curled black hair. 
Competing nude was a time-honored tradi-

tion of ancient Greek athletics, ... only 
barbarians were ashamed to display their 
bodies.
"Of the eighteen core events in the Olympics 

programme, some are familiar to us today - 
running, wrestling, boxing, javelin, discus. 
Others seem more outlandish. 
The Games began with the chariot race - a 

deliriously violent affair where up to forty 
vehicles crowded the track and crashes were 
guaranteed. 
And one of the favorite audience events was

 
the pankration - a savage all-out brawl, where 
only eye-gouging was banned. 
The more brutish participants would snap 

opponents' fingers, or tear out 
their intestines; the judges 
(one coach noted) 'approve of 
strangling.' 
The gaps in the programme 

seem just as odd to modern 
eyes - there were no team 
sports, no ball sports, no 
swimming events, no mara-
thon, and nothing resembling 
an Olympic torch.  
Money permeated every aspect of ancient 

athletics. 
All contestants were professionals and cor-

ruption charges would regularly disgrace 
contenders. 
Champions would be treated like demigods 

around Greece and guaranteed an existence of 
luxury and ease for the rest of their lives. 
"Splendid religious rituals were observed; in 

fact, the ceremonies, including the butchering 
of one hundred oxen for a grand public feast, 
took up as much time as the sports. 
There was sight-seeing to be done: the 

sanctuary of Olympia was an open-air mu-
seum, and visitors rushed between events from 
temple to temple to view famous masterpieces 
like the forty-foot-high statue of Zeus, one of 
the seven wonders of the ancient world. 
"And then there were earthly pursuits: 
The squalid tent-city (at the Olympic site) 

was the scene of a round-the-clock bacchanal 
where students would squander their inheri-
tances in lavish drinking parties (symposia) 
and prostitutes could make a year's wages in 
five days. 
There were beauty contests, Homer-reading 

competitions, eating races.  
Young boys in makeup performed erotic 

dances. 
Competing for attention were palm-readers 

and astrologers."        �
Tony Perrottet, The Naked Olympics, 

Random House, Copyright 2004          
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Second, Cleopatra almost certainly was not 
beautiful in the physical sense  bearing in mind 
that the concept of beauty is different for each 
time period and for each person.
The Greek essayist, Plutarch, wrote about her 

about a century after her death in 30 BC, in his 
book, Life of Antony, about the Roman general, 
Marc Antony, who was one of her lovers.
He describes her as "by no means flawless or 

even remarkable" and further writes "her beauty 
was not in and for itself incomparable".

Only ten coins from her reign with represen-
tation of her have survived in good 

condition. 
They show her as having a fat neck (euphemis-

tically called "Rolls of Venus"), a hooked nose, 
long ears and a prominent chin.
Cleopatra was, like all the other Ptolemaic 

women, around 1.5 metres tall. 
In today's terms, she was short, dumpy and 

squat  nevertheless, she had a lot going for her.
If you follow Frank Zappa's belief that "your 

brain is your main sex organ", Cleopatra was 
beautiful.
She could speak nine languages, and had a 

sharp intelligence and compelling charisma. 
She was highly educated, had a powerful regal 

presence from an early age, and projected a 
sense of vigorous charm and powerful leadership.

THE wor ld is fascinated by Cleo-
patra. Cleopatra (Cleopatra VI I  to 

be exact) was the last pharaoh of Egypt  
and has inspired books, plays, movies 
and 32 operas.
Most of us are not experts in Egyptology, but 

we all think that we know a few things about 
Cleopatra  something along the lines that this 
Egyptian woman was stunningly beautiful, 
and committed suicide by getting a small 
snake, an asp, to bite her.
The only correct belief in all of that is that 

she was a woman.
First, Cleopatra was not Egyptian, she was 

Macedonian.
Alexander The Great (who was from 

Macedonia) conquered Egypt. 
After he died in 323 BC, control of Egypt 

passed to Ptolemy, the son of Lagus, a 
Macedonian nobleman.

Ptolemy set up a three-century-long dynasty, 
which was closed to outsiders, including 

Egyptians. 
Indeed, the parents of Cleopatra were brother 

and sister.
The Encyclopaedia Britannica writes that 

"the Macedonian-Greek character of the mon-
archy was vigorously preserved" and that 
"Cleopatra VII was of Macedonian descent 
and had no Egyptian blood".
In fact, Cleopatra was the first of the 

Ptolemaic pharaohs to learn the Egyptian 
language. 
She was also the last pharaoh of Egypt. 
After her death, Egypt became a province of 

Rome.
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Plutarch writes, "her conversation had an 
irresistible charm" and "the seduction of her 
speech and her character, which pervaded her 
actions, was utterly spellbinding.The sound of 
her voice was sweet."
Her wisdom and wit are praised in Arabic and 

Coptic literature.

Cleopatra raised an army, built a fleet to rival 
Rome's, made Egypt strong, kept the peace, 

and successfully played off powerful opponents 
against each other.
Her capital city, Alexandria, was probably the 

most sophisticated city in the world. 
It had a universal health service, autopsies, 

and a magnificent library and lighthouse  and 
was a centre that drew in artists, scientists, 
engineers, and writers from across the world.
And while she was not physically beautiful, 

she had what it took to woo and win the hearts 
of two of the most powerful men of her day, 
Julius Caesar and Mark Antony.
Third, the snake. Shakespeare tells us (in 

Antony and Cleopatra) that Cleopatra died from 
the bite of an asp, smuggled into her bedroom 
in a basket of figs.
But that particular species of snake does not 

live in Egypt. A far more likely contender (if 
she was killed by a snake) was the cobra, which 
does live in Egypt.

Plutarch writes, "but on opening the doors, 
they saw her stone dead, lying upon a bed 

of gold, set out in all her royal ornaments."
So even today, we still don't know how she 

really died.
Unfortunately, the science of forensics will not 

be able to show us her face.
Napoleon Bonaparte looted many treasures 

from Egypt, including the mummy case of 
Cleopatra VII. 
Most of these treasures were returned to 

Egypt, but her mummy case was accidentally 
left behind.
In the 1940s, workers found her mummy case, 

and emptied it into the sewers. 
Sad to think that a dirty French river should 

be the final resting place for the Queen of the 
Nile.         �
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and willing ought we to be, to adore the 
Almighty Creator. 
Therefore, let this time of year serve as a 

reminder to all Masons to practice their faith, 
whatever it may be.
Faith and Charity are names of principal staves 

or rounds on the Ladder you see every meeting 
on the First Degree Tracing Board. 
But there is another round, and that is Hope 

in Salvation. 
While Salvation has a particular connotation 

to those who believe in the story of the virgin 
birth, the concept of some kind of reward for 
following Masonic principles during our lives 
winds its way through the various degrees, as 
those of you familiar with the working tools 
explanations of the Second and Third Degrees 
well know.
So let this season of the year remind all 

Masons, no matter what their religious beliefs, 
to follow those universal tenets of the Craft 
faith, hope and charity. 
Doing so should bring some satisfaction at 

Christmas-time.        �
-- www.justamason.blogspot.com

CHRISTMAS doesn't seem to satisfy a lot 
of people, because on one hand, many 

say its too religious, and thus they don't want 
Chr istmas trees in public buildings and 
nativity scenes within a shepherds crook 
length of government lawns. 
On the other hand, many say its not religious 

enough; its too commercial. 
They've been saying it for years -- its the 

central theme behind the charming animated 
cartoon "A Charlie Brown Christmas" which 
was made some 40 years ago.
Setting that aside, what does Christmas mean 

to the Freemason?
Certainly Freemasonry is not a religion, 

Christian or otherwise. 
It leaves the determination on spiritual matters 

to each individual Mason, so long as he 
believes in the Almighty Creator. 
But there are certain messages from the story 

of Christmas that are applicable to all Masons, 
not just those who celebrate a certain birth on 
December 25th.
Many Christians feel God gave his greatest 

gift to mankind, and that Gift's birth is marked 
on Christmas Day. 
And the spirit of giving is also outlined in our 

Masonic ceremonies. 
The new Entered Apprentice is reminded in 

the northeast corner of charity, and to practice 
it whenever possible. 
Theres the monetary charity of that portion of 

our ceremony. And theres another kind. 
The one referred to in the Charge in the same 

degree which admonishes to relieve his neces-
sities, soothe his afflictions, and do to him as 
you would that he, under similar circumstances, 
should do until you. 
In other words, the Golden Rule, from the 

Sermon on the Mount.
Christmas is a time of faith for our Christian 

brethren. 
But all Masons are reminded in the different 

degrees of the principle of faith.  
In the First Tracing Board, we hear how ready
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Freemasonry has been around long 

enough to create records of its own 
making, and here are but a few which 
are wor thy of mention:

HOW CLOSE ARE YOU?
� � �� ��� ��	� 
 � �� � � 
 � � ���� � � ���� � ��� �
W.Bro. Samuel Hartree Crabbe, who died 

aged 109, on 23 July 1990. 
He was born 12th December 1880 and 

initiated into the Dolphin Lodge, No. 4464, 
Bristol, on the 9th February 1927. At the age 
of 103 he joined the Mark Degree.
In Australia Bro Jack Lockett, died in 2002 

aged 111, was initiated into Ouyen Lodge, No. 
249 (Victorian Constitution) in 1921 giving 81 
years in Freemasonry. 
He was also Australias oldest man at the time. 

� � �� ��� � ��	� �������� 	�� � ���� � ��� �� �
W Bro Fred Burch, Teddington Lodge, No. 

4528, Middlesex. A Freemason for 77 years, 
he was initiated 5 October 1926.
 Historically the longest serving Freemason 

was W Bro Ar thur K ing-Davies, initiated into 
Llynfi Lodge, No.2965, South Wales (E.D.) 10 
May 1911, died 26 December 1991. 
He had served 80 years 7 months in 

Freemasonry.
In Australia, (Queensland), 103 year old 

RWBro Ted Smout, OAM, ASM, Legion 
d'Honneur, Past Assistant Grand Master has 
celebrated 83 years in masonry. 
He was initiated into Victoria Lodge, No.10, 

Brisbane, 10 May 1921; he was Master in 
March 1935.
 

� � �� � ��	� � � ��� ��� � ��
 � �� � � � � � �	���
W Bro Major Henry Sadler , Master of 

Aldershot Camp Lodge, No. 1331, in 1916, 
during his year presided over 136 Degree 
ceremonies: 48 initiations, 42 Passings and 46 
Raisings. 
The candidates were mostly NCOs awaiting 

transfer to the front-line. 
During his masonic career W.Bro. Sadler 

performed a total of 174 Degree ceremonies.
W Bro John Denton, founding Master of 

Harrogate & Claro Lodge, No. 1001, in 12 
regular and 3 emergency meetings performed 
45 ceremonies in his year, 1864, initiating, 
passing and raising 15 candidates with 10 
multiple ceremonies.
RW Bro Colonel Alexander Foster Gough 

as Master of Honour Lodge, No. 526, in 
1858-59, presided over 15 meetings at which 
he initiated 12 candidates, passed 10 and raised 
10 giving a total of 32. But during his second 
period of Master of the same Lodge, 1859-60, 
he initiated 11, passed 12 and raised 10; a total 
of 33 candidates. From 1889-92 he was 
Provincial Grand Master of Staffordshire.
In 1898, W Bro T L inskill, Master of 

Harrogate & Claro Lodge, conducted 32 
ceremonies.
W Bro Surgeon A Knight Prescott, joined 

The Aldershot Army and Navy Lodge, No. 
1971, in June 1886. He was elected Master the 
same night. 
While in the Chair, during 7 meetings, he 

initiated 7 candidates, passed 9 and raised 12, 
a total of 28. 
The Lodge Minutes suggest that each cere-

mony was worked separately.

� �� ��	��� ��� �� � �� ��� ������ �� � ��� ��	�� � ��
Restormel Lodge, No 856, Cornwall, meets 

in The Old Duchy Palace, Lostwithiel, 
Cornwall, which was built by Edmund, Earl 
of Cornwall, in the late 13th Century

� �� ��	� � � ��� ��� � � ��� �� � ��� 	�� � �� �� � ���
In Scotland, Lodge Canongate K ilwinning, 

No 2, has been meeting in their premises since 
at least 18 December 1736.
Lodge Cumber land Kilwinning, No 217, 

built its present Temple in 1757 and has been 
meeting there since that time
Queen Street East, Sunder land, in use since 

1785, a total of 223 years.      �
- From the website of 

Hermanus Lodge 7015,UGLE 
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AS Steve Ostro of the Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory has put it, 'Suppose that 

there was a button you could push and 
you could light up all the Ear th-crossing 
asteroids larger than about ten metres, 
there would be over 100 million of these 
objects in the sky.' 

In short, you would not see a couple of 
thousand distant twinkling stars, but millions 
upon millions of nearer, randomly moving 
objects -- 'all of which are capable of colliding 
with the Earth and all of which are moving on 
slightly different courses through the sky at 
different rates. 
It would be deeply unnerving.' Well, be 

unnerved because it is there. 
We just can't see it.
"Altogether it is thought -- though it is only 

really a guess, based on cratering rates on the 
Moon -- that some two thousand asteroids big 
enough to imperil civilized existence regularly 
cross our orbit. 
But even a small asteroid -- the size of a 

house, say -- could destroy a city. 
The number of relative tiddlers in Earth-

crossing orbits is almost certainly in the 
hundreds of thousands and possibly in the 
millions, and they are nearly impossible to 
track.
"The first one (crossing near the Earth) wasn't 

spotted until 1991, and that was after it had 
already gone by. 
Named 1991 BA, it was noticed as it sailed 

past us at a distance of 
106,000 miles -- in 
cosmic terms the 
equivalent of a bullet 
passing through one's 
sleeve without touch-
ing the arm. 
Two years later, an-

other, somewhat larger 
asteroid missed us by 
just 90,000 miles.
It, too, was not seen 

until it had passed and 
would have arrived 
without warning. 
According to Tim-

othy Ferris, writing in 
the New Yorker, such 
near misses probably 

happen two or three times a week and go 
unnoticed.
"An object a hundred yards across couldn't 

be picked up by any Earth-based telescope until 
it was within just a few days of us, and that is 
only if a telescope happened to be trained on 
it, which is unlikely because even now the 
number of people searching for such objects is 
modest. 
The arresting analogy that is always made is 

that the number of people in the world who 
are actively searching for asteroids is fewer 
than the staff of a typical McDonald's restau-
rant. (It is actually somewhat higher now. 
But not much.)"        �
Bill Bryson, A Short History of Nearly 

Everything, Broadway, Copyright 2003 by Bill 
Bryson.
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