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SHTON Lodge has adopted th
Rural Lifestyles Options as it
charity for the 2007/2008 year.

Rural Lifestyles Options Inc. is located
Beaudesert and was was formed some 14
ago to assist in improving the quality of |
for people with disabilities in the Beaude:
shire.

It has established itself as one of the r
respected charity groups that fills a large
in our health system by assisting those
fortunate than most of us in learning every
life skills.

Rural Lifestyles Options provides accommo-

dation support, flexible respite, commur
access, centre based respite and attendar
services to people with disabilities.

They are a non-government, not-for-pr
association, a registered charity that supj
29 people in different locations.

They are the only Queensland Governr
approved service in Beaudesert.

The first fundraiser that Ashton has had
Rural Lifestyles Options was at the Ash
Installation 22nd September 2007.

A painting that was offered to Alison Beeci
was passed on to Ashton to be used as a
for a special fundraising event.

As it happens the painting was won by Ali
who donated it to Rural Lifestyles Optic
who will prominently display it in one of the
community access centres.

Ashton Lodge, with the support of Alis
and Brethren of the many Lodges v
attended the Installation,
mately $1,500.00 with still more supp
forthcoming..

The funds raised in this and future ewv«
will assist Rural Lifestyles Options to insi
a commercial Kitchen, improve access
bring a newly acquired house up to
standards required to help others.
Ashton hopes to be able (with the assist
of Freemasons in general and the Boar
Benevolence), raise $10,000 over the
twelve months.

Mrs Alison Beecroft beside painting

raised approxi-
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FOXY LADY:

Sexy, fashion-conscious blue-haired bes
80's, slim, 5'4" (used to be 5'6"), searching
sharp-looking, sharp-dressing compan
Matching white shoes and belt a plus.

LONG-TERM COMMITMENT:

Recent widow who has just buried fol
husband, and am looking for someone to rc
out a six-unit plot.

Dizziness, fainting, shortness of breath n
problem.

SERENITY NOW.

| am into solitude, long walks, sunrises,
ocean, yoga and meditation.

If you are the silent type, let's get toget

take our hearing aids out and enjoy quiet timeg.

WINNING SMILE:

Active grandmother with original teeth seekA

ing a dedicated flosser to share rare st
corn on the cob and caramel candy.

BEATLES OR STONES?

| still like to rock, still like to cruise in
Holden FJ on Saturday nights and still like
play the guitar.

The countdown clock is still ticking, only
five more years (2012) to that moment
when the big celebrations will com-
mence. We are looking for items of Lodge
memorabilia, interesting ancedotes of
past Lodge activities, and particularly
donations to our special Centenary Bank

Account which now stands at $150.00.
|

If you were a groovy chick, or are nov
groovy hen, let's get together and listen tc
eight-track tapes.

MEMORIES:

| can usually remember Monday throt
Thursday.

If you can remember Friday, Saturday
Sunday, let's put our two heads together.

MINT CONDITION:
Male, 1932, high mileage, good conditi
some hair, many new parts including |
knee, cornea, valves.
Isn't in running condition, but walks well.
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HE Holy Bible is a phenomena
account of history, comprised of 6
books, written over approximately
1600 years, by at least 40 distin
authors.
The Old Testament (Old Covenant) cont:
39 books written from approximately 1t
to 400 BC, and the New Testament (M
Covenant) contains 27 books written fr
approximately 40 to 90 AD.
The Jewish Bible (Tenach) is the samu
the Christian Old Testament, except fol
book arrangement.
The original Old Testament was writ
mainly in Hebrew, with some Aramaic, wr
the original New Testament was writter
Greek.

The Holy Bible begins with the Jewi
Scriptures.

The historical record of the Jews was wri
down in leather scrolls and tablets ¢
centuries, and the authors included Ki

shepherds, prophets and other leaders injiscovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls has con-

spired by God.

In Exodus, God tells Moses to write the L
(Torah) in a book.

About 450 BC, all of the Jewish scriptu

were collected and arranged by councils of

rabbis, who then recognized the complete
as the inspired and sacred authority of God.
Beginning as early as 250 BC, the Heb
Bible (Tenach) was translated into Greek
Jewish scholars in Alexandria, Egypt.
The translation became known as
Septuagint, meaning 70, and referring to
tradition that 70 or 72 men comprised
translation team.

At this point, the books of the Hebrew Bi
were arranged by topic, including histc
poetry, and prophecy.

In 90 AD, at the Council of Jamnia, the Jev
elders established the final Hebrew B
canon.

Although the Jewish Scriptures were coj
by hand, they were extremely accurate ¢
to copy.

The Jews had a phenomenal system of sc
who developed intricate and ritualistic meth-
ods for counting letters, words and paragr:
to insure that no copying errors were made.
In fact, scribal tradition was maintained u
the invention of the printing press in 1455.
As far as manuscript accuracy, the re

firmed the remarkable reliability of the C
Testament texts over the years.

After approximately 400 years of scriptt
silence, Jesus arrived on the scene in ab
BC.

Throughout His teaching, Jesus often qu
the Old Testament, declaring that He did
come to destroy the Jewish Scriptures, b
fulfill them.

In Luke 24:44-45, Jesus proclaims to
disciples, All things must be fulfilled, whi
were written in the law of Moses, and in
prophets, and in the psalms, concerning
Starting in about 40 AD and continuing
about 90 AD, the eye-witnesses to the lifq
Jesus Christ, including Matthew, Mark, Lu
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John, Paul, James, Peter and Jude writ
Gospels, letters and books that later bec
the New Testament.

These authors quote from 31 books of the
Testament, and widely circulate their mate
so that by about 150 AD, early Christians v
referring to the set of writings as the N
Covenant.

During the 200s AD, the writings we
translated into Latin, Coptic (Egypt) and Sy
(Syria) and widely disseminated.

At this time, at least 21 of the writings w
considered canonical.

Thereafter, in 397 AD, the current 27 bo

of the New Testament were formally confirmg

ed and canonised in the Synod of Carthage
Like the Old Testament, we now have signif
cant evidence that the New Testament we
today is remarkably accurate as compare
the original manuscripts.

Of the thousands of copies made by

before the printing press, we have approX-

mately 24,000 manuscripts, including m
than 5,300 Greek manuscripts from the |
Testament alone.

The Bible is better preserved, by far, t
accepted writings of Homer, Plato ¢
Aristotle.

Of course, as the Bible was carried fi
country to country, it was translated i
languages that don't necessarily mirror
original languages of Greek and Hebrew.
However, other than grammatical and cult
differences, Gods Word has been remark
preserved and translated over the years.
The Bible now gives inspiration to hundr

The year is 1967 and Lodge room \
packed with Brethren to witness -
Installation of Bro Don Grimley who
seen centred in the fromt row, surroun
by a sea of collars. That's how it was
those days; no trouble finding officers
fill the various offices. They even had
ballot for a position as a Steward. Lc
closely and you will recognise tv
Brothers who still serve their Lod¢
Sitting third from the right isvWor Brc
Doug Kantor (Senior Warde@and the las
person on the right of the second r
holding the wand ofJunior Deaconis
. VWor Bro Harry Crane.Third from the
left, second row iRt Wor Bro Ossie Ehm,

The Festive Board banquet held "upste
at the Vulture Street Temple, was
responsibility of the incoming Master w
was ably assisted by his brethren and-
wives in supplying the necessary ingredi-
ents (usually roast chicken, ham, sal
pickled onions, kabanas, cheese, ce
tarts and trifles etc).

of millions throughout the world.
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ONGRATULATIONS are extended
to the convenors of the festivities ¢
the Festive Board after a successf
Installation of Master and Election of
Officers.
The Lodge engaged the services of H.l.k
(Hearing Impared Kids) an organisation wt
offers a catering service to masonic lodge
installation nights.
The profits from their efforts are channel
into improving the hearing difficulties
disadvantaged children.
The members and guests were enterte
with the skirl of pipes and drums playi
popular Scottish tunes and a selectior

highland dances including the sword danc
a charming "wee lassie".

Work in the Lodge room was, according
our visiting Assistant Grand Superintender
Works, of a high standard and carried out
sincere and discriminating mann

Readers are invited to make use of our
new official website by entering
http://www.ashtonlodge.com into their
search panel to get the latest on the
activities within the Lodge. Any sugges-
tions to improve the quality of the site
would be greatly appreciated.

% % &$
%)
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HILIPPE le Bel (1268-1314), king
from 1285 until his death, was on
of France's most disastrous kings. H
used a king's most onerous methods
deal with the large debt he had incurrec
to the Knights Templar.
Under Philippe the cost of running Fra
was six times as much as it had been u
Philippe Auguste less than a century eal
even allowing for inflation.
All of this led to appalling
and recurrent financial diffi-
culties, so Philippe inventec
new taxes, cancelled th
Crown's debts, and ruth
lessly confiscated person:
treasures and fortunes.
In Paris, the Knights
Templar lived in a splendo
rivaling that of the Palais
Royal.
Their wealth was legen
dary.
The order had been founde
after their service in the Firs
Crusade.
They were fanatically brave
in battle.
recognised all over Europ
by their robes of white with
a red cross on the front, il.
1128 the Templars had ac-

The Templars' reputation for greed \
widespread; so were rumors of some of i
vices of the flesh.
Exploiting their unpopularity, in 13(
Philippe declared war on the Templars, level-
ing trumped-up charges of heresy, necrom
and sodomy against them.
The Templars were accused, inter alia
'sacrificing to idols," of 'infecting the purity
the air' and of ‘torturin
Christ a second time.'
In a remarkably well-
orchestrated raid, all tl
Templars were arrested
night and their property de-
clared forfeit.
One after the other th
appeared before inquisito
the tortures were so appall-
ing that one Templar s
twenty-five freres die ‘und
the question.’
In one of the most deplor-
able episodes ever to
witnessed in Paris, 1.
Templars were burned at 1
stake.
Proceedings against t
Templars went on until tf
climax was reached in 13
when The Grand Master
the order himself, Jacqu

quired a rule of dedicated austerity as monk-de Molay, who refused to answer charges,

soldiers.

But over the course of the intervening 1
centuries, loot derived from the Crusa
enabled the Templars to amass imm
riches--and therefore power, making tt
almost a sovereign state unto themselves.
Inevitably corruption had set in, and witt
the venal envy of the outside world.

Over the thirteenth century, the Templars
become de facto bankers to the Crown, ri

tortured and then sentenced to prison for s
years, but then abruptly immolated.

As the flames licked around him, Jacque
Molay is reputed to have uttered a terr
curse:

"Pope Clement, iniquitous judge and ci
executioner, | adjure you to appear in fi
days' time before God's tribunal."

Within forty days, Pope Clement V had fal

il of an agonizingly painful disease and died.

lenders.

Ages of Paris", Pan Books, 2003, pp. 54-
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ONSPIRACY theorists see them eve-

rywhere, from the paintings of Da
Vinci to the humble dollar bill. Real or
imagined, the symbols of Freemasoni
through the ages have beguiled ar
tantalised.
Now their biggest secret may have b
exposed in the heart of Scotland's biggest
Research has suggested Glasgow Necrc
is a giant Masonic symbol, fully 37 acres
landscaped metaphor.

“The Necropolis is clearly a symbolic land-
scape and my research indicates that
should start to think of it as a Freemast
landscape, one that has been planned
modelled as the moral teachings of the C
made solid and very visible. Hidden in pl
sight, you could say.

"The Necropolis opened in 1833 and
more than a century was the only plac
which the great and the good of Glase
would be seen dead.

Historian Ronnie Scott has unearthed previ-All the main players in its planning we

ously unseen patterns in the design of the
19th-century cemetery.

His theory, to be formally unveiled at f
world's first conference on the history
Freemasonry in Edinburgh later this moi
would turn upside down the history of one
Scotland's best-known landmarks.

It would also make the Necropolis one of
biggest Masonic sites on the planet.

"The more | looked, the more | saw," Mr Sc
explained yesterday after years of painsta
study at Glasgow University. "l began to st
pattern emerge and the Necropolis bege

Freemasons.
So too were many of the men interred ir

many ornate crypts and graves, often struc-
tures emblazoned with symbols of the craft.

The monument to Walter Macfarlal
Glasgow's Victorian king of cast iron, loc
like a Royal Arch, the emblem of the fou
degree of Freemasonry.

Many others feature Egyptian architect
which inspired so much of the iconogra]
of the masons, who, some legends hav
keep the secrets of the pyramids.
Indeed, the Necropolis was inspired by F

look like a very large and very solid representa--achaise, the Paris graveyard that was i

tion of masonic ideals and symbolis

designed by a Freemason.
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But it was the design of the cemetery that ¢
Mr Scott, who is nhot a mason, his greatest «
"Just as a Freemason's career progresses
the west to the east, and from darkness to
so is the Necropolis laid out," he said.
Those entering the graveyard pass ov
bridge, by an arch, through two pillars anc
a hill, on a journey from west to east.

Mr Scott's theories are causing exciten
among scholars of Freemasonry.

More than 230 professors from across Eur
America and Asia will gather in Edinburgh
discuss his findings and other research.An
them will be Robert Cooper, curator of
Grand Lodge of Scotland.

He said: "There are several cemeterie
Scotland where there are graves with mas
symbols, for example, Robert Burns's

Dumfries, which is very Masonic in its design.

Mr Scott, who recently published a history
the Necropolis calle@eath by Designis not
the only academic set to explore the mystel

world of symbolism at the Edinburgh get-

together.

“This conference is very much Freemas
coming home," Mr Cooper said.
Freemasonry is widely believed to have 1
Scottish roots.

The earliest surviving minutes of a Masc
lodge date from Edinburgh in 1598.

The craft grew out of a professional guild
the men who built medieval cathedrals intc
international organisation that has insp
countless conspiracies.

The Necropolis would be far from the o

Building a theory:
THE NECROPOLIS

The graveyard was opened in 1833 t
group of men from the Merchants' House
Glasgow, most of whom are understooc
have been Freemasons.

Its location and layout mirrors the Masac
journey "from darkness to light". Those en
ing the cemetery do so across a bridge, thr
two pillars and by an arch before they cli
a hill. All, as in the masonic journey, frc
west to east.

There are clear masonic emblems on gr
and crypts.

The Necropolis has long played on
imaginations of Glaswegians, often in w
far more sinister than the worst fears

«Masonic conspiracies.

The cemetery features prominently
Alasdair Gray's 1981 novel Lanark.
The eponymous hero of the book is swallo
by a huge mouth which opens in the gro
of the city graveyard and leads him into
hellish subterranean world of the Institt
where the population lives on human flesh.

THE FREEMASONS

The first recorded meetings of Freema:
were in Edinburgh, in 1598.

There are now six million Freemasons world-

wide, 70,000 of them in Scotland.
Notable Scottish Freemasons have inclt

Robert Burns; Sir Walter Scott; Sir Ha

Lauder; Jimmy Shand; and Jock Stein.

landmark in the city with Masonic symbolism. Worldwide masonry has attracted everyh

Mr Scott cites emblems on a tenement

to the Buttery restaurant in Argyle Street
a Masonic temple in West Regent Street.
The building best known for its Masol
influences in Scotland is Rosslyn Cha
thanks to Dan Brown's Da Vinci Code.
Mr Cooper (author offhe Rosslyn Hoay?
however, stresses Rosslyn is a Catl
Church, not a Masonic building.
The Necropolis, some are already specula
could become an even more important sit
pilgrimage for the world's six millic
Freemasons.

from great statesmen to artists.
Mozart was a mason. So was Wins
Churchill, George Washington, John Steink
and even the 20th-century socialist firebr
Manny Shinwell.

The organisation is split into numbe
lodges.
Members used to discover which lodg
fellow Freemason was in by asking "how
your granny is".

The answer wasn't an age, but a lodge number.

By DAVID LEASK,
The Herald May 2007



