
The Directors of the South Brisbane 
Masonic Hall Committee have con-

sidered a proposal put forward by a 
developer and intend to to present it to 
the shareholders for approval and to 
encourage them to engage with the 
Committee on how they can further 
enhance this proposal.
The developer has secured a site at 2716 

Logan Road, Eight Mile Plains and proposes 
to build a two story structure including a 
lock-up basement car park.
The developer has already constructed several 

buildings using this formula and intends to use 
a similar plan based on one of these structures.
There will also be ground level parking for 

approximately 48-60 vehicles.
It is proposed that the Masonic centre be 

situated on the ground floor of the commercial 
premises, (this should be greatly appreciated 
by the elderly and incapacitated brethren).
The Masonic facility will consist of a Lodge 

Room which will be approximately the same 
size as that of the main Stones Corner lodge 
room, and probably a practice room. 

There will be a fully appointed kitchen and 
festive board tailor-made for Masonic activi-
ties as well as consideration given to the hiring 
of it for non masonic functions.
It is a gated estate, so the vehicles will be 

secure during evening meetings with no 
unauthorised entry into the surrounding 
grounds.
The Directors stress that they are entering this 

project at the earliest possible stage and that 
the early entry will give them plenty of time 
to make a decision with no pressure being 
applied by the developer, as it may be up to 
12 to 18 months before construction com-
mences.
This project will be self sufficient; the income 

from the commercial tenants will pay for the 
entire facility, as well as rental returns coming 
from the hire of the festive board for confer-
ence and meeting activities.
The Directors point out that this proposal 

is not a discussion about the merits or 
otherwise of relocating the various share-
holders, but an investment proposal.
At some future time each shareholder entity 

may wish to relocate to the facility it owns. �
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You lovers of the English language 
might enjoy this. There is a two-

letter word that perhaps has more mean-
ings than any other two-letter word, and 
that is "UP."
It's easy to understand UP, meaning toward 

the sky or at the top of the list, but when we 
awaken in the morning, why do we wake UP? 
At a meeting, why does a topic come UP?  

Why do we speak UP and why are the officers 
UP for election and why is it UP to the secretary 
to write UP a report ? 
We call UP our friends; and we use it to 

brighten UP a room, polish UP the silver. We 
warm UP the leftovers and clean UP the 
kitchen.  We lock UP the house and some guys 
fix UP the old car. 
At other times the little word has real special 

meaning. 
People stir UP trouble, line UP for tickets, 

work UP an appetite, and think UP excuses. 
To be dressed is one thing but to be dressed 

UP is special. We open UP a store in the 
morning but we close it UP at night. We seem 
to be pretty mixed UP about UP! 
To be knowledgeable about the proper uses 

of UP, look the word UP in the dictionary. 
In a desk-sized dictionary, it takes UP almost 

one quarter of the page and can add UP to 
about thirty definitions. 
If you are UP to it, you might try building UP 

a list of the many ways UP is used. It will take 
UP a lot of your time, but if you don't give UP, 
you may wind UP with a hundred or more. 
When it threatens to rain, we say it is clouding 

UP. When the sun comes out we say it is 
clearing UP.
When it rains, it wets the earth and often 

messes things UP. When it doesn't rain for 
awhile, things dry UP. One could go on and 
on, but I'll wrap it UP, for now my time is UP, 
so..... Time to shut UP.....! Oh...one more thing: 
What is the first thing you do in the morning 
and the last thing you do at night? U-P. 

Sometimes I think all the English speakers 
should be committed to an asylum for the 
verbally insane. 
In what language do people recite at a play 

and play at a recital? Ship by truck and send 
cargo by ship? Have noses that run and feet 
that smell? 
How can a slim chance and a fat chance be 

the same, while a wise man and a wise guy 
are opposites? 
Why is it that writers write but fingers don't 

fing, grocers don't groce and hammers don't 
ham? 
There is no egg in eggplant, nor ham in 

hamburger; neither apple nor pine in pine-
apple. English muffins weren't invented in 
England or French fries in France. 
Sweetmeats are candies while sweetbreads, 

which aren't sweet, are meat. 
We take English for granted. But if we 

explore its paradoxes, we find that quicksand 
can work slowly, boxing rings are square and 
a guinea pig is neither from Guinea nor is it 
a pig.

How can a slim chance and a fat chance be 
the same, while a wise man and a wise guy 
are opposites? 

You have to marvel at the unique lunacy of 
a language in which your house can burn up 
as it burns down, in which you fill in a form 
by filling it out and in which, an alarm goes 
off by going on. 

English was invented by people, not comput-
ers, and it reflects the creativity of the human 
race, which, of course, is not a race at all. 

That is why, when the stars are out, they are 
visible, but when the lights are out, they are 
invisible. 
If teachers taught, why didn't preachers 

praught? If a vegetarian eats vegetables, what 
does a humanitarian eat? 
If the plural of tooth is teeth, why isn't the 

plural of booth, beeth? One goose, 2 geese. 
So one moose, 2 meese? 
Let's face it - English is a crazy language! �
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Okay, let's get it out of the way right 
up front -- the title sucks. I'm surely 
not the first reviewer who heard the 

name of this book and thought "Oh great! 
One thing Freemasonry doesn't need is 
more dummies!" 
But a persistent editor and my own curiousity 

persuaded me to take a look, and I'm hoping 
to do the same for you, dear reader, because 
as soon as you start flipping through you'll 
realize that this book wasn't written to appeal 
to dummies, the men it will attract to the Craft 
won't be dummies, and the author certainly 
isn't any dummy. In fact, this might be the best 
general book on Freemasonry any Mason or 
non-Mason could want.
In describing the contents, it might be easiest 

to begin with what Freemasons for Dummies 
doesn't contain -- the actual secrets of 
Freemasonry, which Hodapp lists as: 
"...the grips (handshakes), passwords, and 

signs (gestures) that are modes of recognition, 
and some details of the Masonic degree ritual 
ceremonies. Undoubtedly, there are still old-
school Masons out there who will read 
something in this book and believe that I 
should be driven to the state line in a trunk 
for daring to talk about it, but they should chat 
with their Grand Lodge before calling to 
check my measurements." 
That quote displays Hodapp's sense of humor 

and easy style, so refreshingly not full of hot 
air. It also demonstrates his ability to separate 
common misunderstandings from actual fact. 
And it shows one of the most valuable things 
about the book: that it can help you, me, any 
Mason understand more clearly how much we 
can say when someone asks, "So what is 
Masonry, anyway?" For the uncountable thou-
sands of Masons who have stumbled over that 
question, or who have avoided the struggle by 

simply answering, "It's all secret; I can't tell 
you," that alone is worth the price of admis-
sion.
Hodapp certainly gives Masonic history its 

due. Those weren't boring dusty times, but 
vibrant, often violent, periods of great social 
upheaval and cultural achievement. How could 
anyone include all of that history in a 368 page 
book and leave room for the other material 
you'd want to cover in a general survey of 
Masonry? Hodapp doesn't even try to get "all 
of that history" in here. He uses the "short 
chapters and sidebars" method of the Dummies 
series to provide brief introductions of lots of 
historical topics: the Crusades and the rise and 
fall of the Templars, Gothic architecture, 
Protestant schisms, the English Civil War, the 
Jacobites and French Freemasonry, the 
Enlightenment, Deism, and much more. 
Anyone who has ever tried to summarize these 
topics for a general Masonic audience can only 
feel admiration (and perhaps a little envy) for 
the skill and easy readability of Hodapp's 
fact-filled discussions. Each of those brief 
sections will give the reader a good overview 
of the topic and an understanding of how it 
fits into the larger picture of Masonry's past, 
and any one of them might fire the imagination 
and interest of the new Mason, lead him to 
think, "well that's something I want to know 
more about." 
What else is there besides history? A tour 

through the table of contents may help. The 
book has six sections: 
I. What is Freemasonry? Hodapp introduces 

Masonry and lodges, and provides answers 
about "secrecy", related organizations, and 
other common questions. He walks us through 
Masonic history, from the mediaeval operative 
lodges to current times -- very current, with 
mentions of, among others, The Da Vinci Code 
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and "The Stonecutters". The philosophy of 
Masonry comes next, followed by a chapter 
on religion and politics which clears up a lot 
of misconceptions, and explains why the Craft 
steers clear of both. An awful lot of folks seem 
to know an awful lot about Masonry that just 
isn't so -- and if you need to answer them, this 
chapter could be a big help.
II. The Mechanics of Freemasonry: How It 

Works Hodapp covers lodges, lodge officers, 
emblems, grand lodges (regular, irregular, 
clandestine, etc.), and ceremonies. 
He traces the history and evolution of our 

rituals, including a discussion of the mediaeval 
guild "mystery plays," a connection that is 
rarely noted. He presents a chapter listing and 
explaining our symbols and clears up a number 
of "myths and misconceptions." A short de-
scription of this extensive section can't do 
justice to what is really the heart of the book.
III.  Knights, Swords, Fezzes, and Dresses: 

The Appendant Bodies This is one area that 
just bewilders outsiders, and plenty of Masons, 
too. Hodapp lays it all out nicely: 
York and Scottish Rites the Shrine, and all 

those odd degrees and societies you've been 
wondering about. A lot of points are cleared 

up here: why it's called "Scottish" Rite? Who 
were the Templars and what do they have to 
do with anything? What are Allied Masonic 
Degrees? Red Cross of Constantine? 
Amaranth? Beauceant? the MOVPER a/k/a 
"Grotto"? Sciots? and many others.
IV.  Freemasonry Today and Tomorrow This 

short section reads like Masonry's answer to 
Bowling Alone, the book that introduced most 
of America to the idea of "social capital" and 
lamented its decline. Concerned Masons have 
been watching that decline for years, even if 
we didn't know what to call it. 
Hodapp presents a good account of increas-

ingly solitary modern lives, and argues 
persuasively that Masonry could be part of a 
solution. At least, we Masons can hope he is 
persuasive.
Regarding the growing practice of the one-

day classes, Hodapp and I will just have to 
disagree. I think they are a swindle, cheating 
the candidate of the unique experience of a 
personal initiation. He joined Masonry 
through one and thinks they're fine. He does 
raise the interesting possibility that some of 
these new Masons, returning to their lodges 
and realizing what they have been deprived 
of, might become dedicated to learning and 
presenting the degrees properly, to provide 
them for future candidates. Well, I hope he's 
right about that, but I haven't seen any 
evidence yet.
Finally he has a few pages on how to join, 

why someone might want to, and includes his 
own quite moving tale of why he decided to 
become a Mason. 
He also lays out the usual route, from request, 

through investigation and balloting, to the time 
requirements of attendance and candidate 
instruction. The petitioner that knocks on your 
lodge door after reading this book will be very 
well prepared for what follows. 
V. The Part of Tens Apparently all books in 

the Dummies series have a "The Part of Tens" 
section, where lists of ten are compiled. 
Varying the formula, Hodapp gives us, not a 
list of ten famous Freemasons, but ten lists (of 
varying lengths) in different fields: founding 
fathers, explorers and adventurers, science and 
medicine, actors and entertainers (okay, I knew 
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Oddly, the section summary promised a list 
of "common Masonic phrases" which seems 
to have migrated, becoming part of the tear-out 
"cheat sheet" at the front of the book.
This final chapter is a top ten list of Masonic 

"cool" places to visit. 
These include Freemasons Hall on Great 

Queen Street in London, the George 
Washingington Masonic Memorial in 
Alexandria, Virginia, Rosslyn Chapel, and the 
headquarters of the Grande Loge Nationale 
Française in Paris.
(Regarding the GLNF, Hodapp doesn't exag-

gerate when he says that their address, 12 rue 
Christine de Pisan, is so "very difficult to find" 
that even the taxi drivers won't know it. Here's 
a hint: head for the 17th Arrondissement and 
find Rue de Saussure just northwest of where 
it crosses Boulevard Pereire. Rue Christine de 
Pisan looks like a driveway entrance on your 
right between two buildings. Another hint: call 
ahead of time to make certain they're open.) 
VI.  Appendixes Here's an idea: Masonic 

references always talk about the Regius 
Manuscript and Anderson's Constitutions. 
Why not include them? Hodapp gives both, 
along with some context and explanation of 
their importance. Freemasons for Dummies 
belongs on every Masonic bookshelf. 
A few years ago, I attempted to compile my 

own list of books about Masonry for the 
general audience. 
The idea would have been to raise funds to 

donate a small "Masonic bookshelf" to local 
public libraries. I could never decide on that 
list, until now. If your lodge is looking for a 
way to inform your community about 
Freemasonry, consider donating a few copies 
of this book to your town library, and maybe 
even the public high school libraries.        �     

        
R.W. Bro Dryfoos 32° is a Past Master of 
two Massachusetts lodges, Grand Rep-
resentative of the Grand Lodge of Russia 
for the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, a 
member of the Masonic Brotherhood of 
the Blue Forget-Me-Not, and webmaster 
of A Page About Freemasonry, the world's 
oldest Masonic website.

about Michael "Kramer" Richards and Mel 
Blanc, but Leonardo DiCaprio?), sports, the 
military, business, statesmen, civil rights, and 
arts and letters. You're sure to find some 
surprises of your own in these lists.
[Note: Wor. Hodapp has provided online a list 

of corrections intended for the next printing. It 
turns out that Mr. DiCaprio is not a Mason after 
all. Far more disappointing to me personally is 
the revelation that, apparently, neither was 
Louis Armstrong.] 
Next comes an entertaining list of 

"Conspiracies, Anti-Masons, and Hoaxes" and, 
oh boy, this was fun! Hodapp explains and 
debunks Leo Taxil, The Illuminati, the 
Trilateral Commission, the secret Masonic 
layout of Washington DC, the Italian P2 Lodge, 
Aleister Crowley, and more. This would have 
been a great little pamphlet all by itself. And 
it's going to be useful, too. From now on, when 
someone wants to know about the supposed 
connection between Jack the Ripper and 
Masonry, I can reply, "look at page 302 in 
Dummies".
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To show their appreciation of his invaluable 
services rendered to Freemasonry and the 
North Australian Lodge in particular. The 
pioneer members erected a headstone in April 
1864 to mark the place where the mortal 
remains were laid to rest. The upkeep of this 
tangible tribute to the Founder of 
Freemasonry in Queensland has always been 
accepted as a responsibility of North 
Australian Lodge, and they are indebted to St 
George Lodge No 20, of Warwick for their 
co-operation.
A memorial Jewel was obtained from the 

Board of Benevolence during the 125th 
Anniversary of North Australian Lodge to 
perpetuate his memory. It is worn by the 
Almoner of the Lodge during his occupancy 
of that office.         �

��������	�
����

����������	
������
���
The minutes of the 

first meeting of 
Cambrian Lodge No 
656 E.C. (meeting in 
NSW) contain an in-
teresting entry:- 
“Cambrian Lodge 

No 656 E.C., consti-
tuted 23rd day of February, 1855. Bro 
Stokes proposed and Bro  Coles seconded 
that Mr James Watkins Jackson, of 
O’Connell Street Sydney, merchant’s 
clerk, aged 21, be admitted for Initiation”
So began a short but outstanding Masonic 

career. 
A few months later Bro Jackson began 

employment in one of Brisbane’s banks. That 
he should have been elected at the age of 
25 years from amongst the founders, and 
then approved by the Provincial Grand 
Master of New South Wales to be the first 
Master of the first Lodge in this great State, 
testified conclusively to his possession of 
exceptional ability and enthusiasm.
At the inauguration of the North 

Australia Lodge No 1098 E.C. (now No1 
UGLQ) on 13th July, 1859, in the Lodge 
Room at the Freemason’s Hotel, Albert 
Street North Brisbane and at the hour of 
High Twelve, Bro James Watkins Jackson 
took his position as WM in accordance 
with instructions received from the 
Provincial Grand Master of New South Wales.
At an emergency meeting held on 26th 

October 1859, Wor Bro Jackson was again 
installed as Wor Master of North 
Australian Lodge “according to Masonic 
custom and the instructions received from 
Wor Bro J Williams DPGM.
He became the first Provincial Grand 

Registrar of the Provincial Grand Lodge 
on 23rd December 1862. Bro Jackson left 
for Warwick before the close of the year, 
Where, on 18th July 1863, and at the early 
age of 29, he “passed to the Grand Lodge 
Above”.
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By DAVID WILKES
 

Until recently, the 
14th century 

church was a place 
to enjoy some peace 
and contemplation.
But now things have 

radically changed for St 
Luke's Church in the village 

of Hodnet, Shropshire, with visitors lured by claims 
that it is linked to the Holy Grail mystery. 
And some, it seems, will go to any lengths 

to discover the beautiful church's secrets - even 
if it means taking a hammer and chisel to the 
walls.
The Reverend Charmian Beech blamed a pair 

of 'Da Vinci Code-style' treasure hunters for 
causing thousands of pounds worth of damage 
as they searched for clues to help them find 
the Grail. 
Stonework was chipped off in four areas 

inside her church as the offenders tried to 
remove blocks from the walls to see what is 
behind them, she said. 
The chief suspects are two shadowy Italian 

men who visited the church that day.
Mrs Beech said: "They have taken a hammer and 

chisel and gouged great big bits of the stone wall. 
"Any deliberate damage to a holy place is a 

serious offence so we are really upset. 
"Normally we are delighted to receive so 

many interested visitors but we are now having 
to review our security measures and install a 
surveillance camera." 
St Luke's does not feature in Dan Brown's 

book the Da Vinci Code, which explores 
theories that Jesus married Mary Magdalene, 
that the couple had a child, that their bloodline 
still exists and that the bloodline is the 'Grail'.
The thriller focuses on the idea that the figure 

of St John in Leonardo Da Vinci's painting The 
Last Supper is really Mary Magdalene.
In the wake of the hype surrounding the 

worldwide bestseller and the recently released 
film version, St Luke's has become a magnet 
for Grail hunters because of its 150-year-old 
stained glass window which features a femi-
nine looking St John. 
Some theorists claim the clean-shaven figure 

is really a depiction of Mary Magdalene. 
Another theory about the Grail is that it is 

the cup which, in the Bible, Mary Magdalene 
used for the perfume with which she anointed 
Jesus' feet before wiping them with her hair.
Historian and Arthurian legend expert 

Graham Phillips, whose books include The 
Search For The Grail, claims to have discov-
ered what could be this artefact hidden in a 
statue in Hawkstone Park near St Luke's 
Church and discusses links with St Luke's 
Church on his website. 
The offenders who struck at St Luke's on 

August 11, 2006, climbed onto a window sill 
below the stained glass window, causing £800 
damage to a nearby organ pipe in the process, 
before chipping away at the wall.
They then chiselled away at three other 

sections of wall in other parts of the church. 
It is estimated the total damage to the 

stonework will cost 'thousands' to repair. 
Mrs Beech dismisses the Jesus and Mary 

Magdalene marriage story as a "complete 
myth" and is adamant the figure in her stained 
glass window is St John. 
She is keen to trace the two Italian men, a 

father and son, but believes they have now 
returned to Italy. 
"They were in the church at the right time and I 

would like to ask them some questions,' she said. 
"It is very mysterious because it happened in 

the middle of the day last Friday. We had a 
lady in the church working on a flower 
arrangement and the bell ringers were in the 
church as well." 
Of the two Italians, she added tongue-in-

cheek: "Who knows, maybe they came over 
from the Vatican." 
The pair did not break in or steal anything.
A spokesman for the Diocese of Lichfield 

said: "The Da Vinci Code is fiction, and while 
it's a very exciting read it's wrong to use that 
as an excuse to vandalise a very ancient and 
important church." 
A Police spokesman said: "We were informed 

that some stone blocks had been tampered with 
in the church and we are appealing for any 
witnesses."         �


