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You have two choices in life:You cs
stay single and be miserable, or get ma
and wish you were dead

At a cocktall party, one woman said
another, "Aren't you wearing your wedd
ring on the wrong finger?"

"Yes, | am. | married the wrong man."

A Iady inserted an ad in the classifie

"Husband Wanted"

Next day she received a hundred let
They all said the same thing:

You can have mine...............

When awoman steals your husbar

there is no better revenge than to let her
him.

A woman is incomplete until she

married.
Then she is finished.

A little boy asked his father, "Dadc
how much does it cost to get married?"
Father replied, "I don't know, son, I'm ¢

paying.

A young SON asked, "Is it true, Da
that in some parts of Africa a man doesn't k
his wife until he marries her?"

Dad replied, "That happens in every coul
son."

Then there was a woman, who sai

"I never knew what real happiness was ur
got married, and by then, it was too late."

Marriage is the triumph of imaginatic
over intelligence.

| YOU want your spouse to listen and |
strict attention to every word you say -- t
in your sleep.

Just think, if it wasn't for marriage

men would go through life thinking they
no faults at all.

First guy says, "My wife's an angel!"
Second guy remarks, "You're lucky. Mir
still alive."
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Members Recelve Certificates
from the MW Grand Master

I n a letter of thanks to the Lodge, afte
witnessing a Third Degree, describe
by our Grand Master, MW Bro John
Menzies as"a ceremony which was ex-
tremely well performed and extreme
interesting. Every Scottish Ritual Lod
has its own variations which adds to t
interest of the Ceremony and yours w
no exception My sincere thanks for tl
invitation to join you for a great night".
After the Ceremony of Raising, he honot
4 the Lodge by presenting Certificates to tt
: 0 of its members.
$ $ % Although these presentations are not usi
performed when visiting a Lodge during
Degree meeting, the Grand Master gracio
on this occasion, accepted the invitation.
It was a proud moment foBro Steve
Rushton who, after being re-admitted into 1
Lodge Room after his Ceremony of Rais
was congratulated and presented with
Master Mason's Certificate by the Grand Master.
At the June Grand Lodge Communicatic
it was announced tha¥ Wor Bro Harry
Crane had been awarded the title of F
Deputy Grand Director of Ceremonies, anc
presentation would be made on behall
Grand Lodge by Ashton's AGSW, V Wor E

&" # ( % ! Barry Fry, who upon hearing of the impenc
L) % Grand Lodge visit, made the arrangement
MW Bro John Menzies would make f

presentation.

Immediate Past Master of the Lodg#&pr
Bro lan Pieper who was due to depart tl
country the following week and take
residence in Edinburgh, Scotland for an indefi-
nite period of time, had the honour of hav
a well deserved Past Master's Jewel pinnt
his lapel by our Grand Master.
In addressing the Brethren, our distinguis
guest reminded all that Scottish Craft Ri
_—n ) was not entirely unknown to him, as dur
% &' # ' the middle to late 1980's he was Asht
)Y $ % * AGSW. Grand Officers List page 6)
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MATTHEW SCANLAN REPORTS ON THE CANONBURY MASONIC REEARCH
CENTRE’S INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
(Posted on the Balkan News web page Mon, 09 Ma§)200

John Hamill, Director of Communications
the United Grand Lodge of England, be
with a paper entitled‘Freemasonry an
Religion—the English view'.

He cited the Grand Lodge’s longstanc
policy on religion which can be traced bacl
the first charge of the 1723 Constitutions.

Accordingly, regular Freemasonry is defii
as ‘neither a religion in itself nor a substit
for religion’ but a great sup-
porter of it.

However, there have bee
many attacks levelled at thg
Craft by those who have
objected to it on religious
grounds and although suc
attacks were quite rare |
England their number dig
rise quite markedly in thg
second half of the twentiet
century.

Colin Bissell spoke about
the former Archbishop of
Canterbury, Geoffrey Fisher
(1887-1972).

In 1945 Fisher was appointed Archbishoj
Canterbury and it was in this capacity tha
officiated at the Coronation of Queen Elizak
[l 'in June 1953 and later became the first |
of the Church of England since
Reformation to pay an official visit to the Pc
in Rome.

He was also an enthusiastic Freemasor
Grand Lodge Officer who strove to emb
the teachings of the Craft, not least in
capacity as President of the World Counci
Churches from 1946 to 1954.

Historian of Gnosticism,Tobias Churton,
presented a paper ‘Heretical or revolution:i
Anderson’s Constitutions, 1723-1738’, wh

examined the phrase in the 1723 Constituti
‘to that religion in which all men agree’.

Some commentators, he noted, have take|
statement to mean that Freemasonry
disposed to Deism or even Natural Religion.

While Churton believed that Engli
Freemasonry was innocent of advocatin
form of Natural Religion it was probably gui
of promulgating a kind of Newtonian religic

one which reflected the wor
view of a number of the eal
members of Grand Lodge.

After the demise of the:
early masonic pioneers, ‘t
Craft lost its original drivin
impulsion’, Churton lamente
‘leaving a legacy of confusic
which persists to this day.’

Dr. Yuri Stoyanov of the
School of Oriental and Africe
Studies, London Universit
spoke on the relationship be-
tween Freemasonry and -
Orthodox Church in Dbof
Eastern Europe and the Middle East.

Dr. Stoyanov explained that comparati
little work had been done in this area in re
years partly due to the rise of nationalism
partly due to a marked increase in anti-Mas
polemics.

However, he was optimistic that this wo
soon change as fresh archival material, previ-
ously inaccessible to researchers, has be
available.

Professor Antonio Panainoof the Universit
of Bologna then delivered a fascinating pe
on Zoroastrianism and Freemasonry.

‘Zoroastrianism is one of the oldest religi
traditions in the world’, he explained.

Zoroastrianism exists primarily in Iran &
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India - where they are known as Parsis -
during the period of Western colonialism
India their communities were exposed to |
ideas and practices.

The ‘sociability of Freemasonry and the ic
of universal brotherhood’ had ‘a semi
impact on the Parsis’, in turn, ‘the intellect
contribution of the Parsis to the developn

of Indian Freemasonry was very important’.
Sadly in Iran, following the Islamic revolu-

tion of 1979, the Zoroastrians were redu
to being a ‘significant minority’ whil
Freemasonry was simply outlawed an
number of its adherents were executed.

The first day was ended with a paper by
Revd. Neville Barker Cryer who spoke aboi
Mormonism and Freemasonry.

The Mormons’ teachings and practises
‘very largely based on eighteenth-ceni
American masonic tradition’ he informed
delegates.

Not only was Joseph Smith and several ¢
founders of the movement Freemasons b
too were their successors.

Remarkably the Mormons’ sacred books

organisation in question is not hostile towz
the Roman Church individual Catholics
at liberty to seek membership if they so w
Professor Cecile Revauger of the
University of Bordeaux discussed the e
English Grand Lodge policy of forbiddii
discussion of religious or political matt
within its lodges which she stressed
necessary if the new organisation was
assuage the State and the established C
of England.
Ironically, although English Freemaso
maintained close ties with the Anglic
Church during the eighteenth century, loc
also provided nonsectarian havens fc
variety of dissenters who were otherw
barred from holding high civil or milita
office by virtue of the Test and Corporat
Acts passed during the reign of Charles Il
which were not fully repealed until 1829.
David McCready, of the Irish School ¢
Ecumenics, looked at the ‘Theology’ con-
tained in the Emulation ritual, a ritual ch
of the union of two Grand Lodges in 1813.
He pointed out that the ritual made refere

practices were so heavily influenced by ma-to God no less than fifty-three times and

sonic ritual and practices that the Cht
actually prohibited its members from joini
masonic lodges, ‘lest they should discovel
many striking similarities’.

# $ $ :

Robert Gilbert began day two with
comprehensive overview of the freque
stormy relationship between the Ror
Catholic Church and Freemasontry.

Following the publication of the first Paj
Bull by Pope Clement XII in April 173
several encyclicals were published prohibi
Catholics from joining lodges on pain
excommunication.

But as Gilbert pointed out although
Church was, for a long time, hostile towe
Freemasonry, the hostility was not recipro
regular masonic lodges have always welco
Roman Catholic members.

Today the current edition of Canon L
(1984) no longer mentions Freemasonry,
ruling being that as long as the masi

it appears to mirror ‘the theology of Jesus
the Synoptic Gospels.

Indeed, one might ‘give a "masonic" reac
to the New Testament and see Jesus Chi
the Master Mason par excellence, the Bui
and Constructor of a New and Per
Temple.’

Trevor Stewart, the current Prestoni
Lecturer, then spoke at length on
eighteenth-century Freemason and wi
William Hutchinson FSA (1732-1814), w
was the Master of the former Lodge
Concord in Barnard Castle, County Durh
several times in the 1770s.

Hutchinson was a country attorney, a I
manorial land steward, a parish vestryme
his local church, and an antislavery propagan-
dist in the theatre.

However, it was as a masonic writer f
Hutchinson is chiefly remembered today.

His work The Spirit of Freemasonry fi
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made it into print in 1775 and it immediat
won the imprimatur of the Grand Lodge
London; it also proved immensely popular.
As Stewart explained, Hutchinson’s views
the religious underpinning of Freemasc
cannot be viewed in isolation but rather ;
against the backdrop of the Europ Were the following Brethren:
Enlightenment. Grand Director of Ceremonies:
Dr. Henrik Bogdan, from the University ¢ ¥ Wor Bro Doug Wells
Gothenburg, lectured on how certain mys ~ Grand Wardens:
traditions have influenced the developmer Rt Wor Bro Col Mander, Rt Wor Bro Ge
Freemasonry, specifically the Kabbalah, or ~ Clarke _
development of the Master Mason degree. Assistand Grand Superintendent of Works:
A number of early masonic catechisms VW Bro Barry Fry
pamphlets bear the unmistakable traces  Grand Deacons:
quest - the search for the master’s word. ~ Wor Bro Bob Hannell, Wor Bro Merv Gray
Dr. Bogdan highlighted how this was re- Grand Sword Bearer:
markably similar to the Kabbalistic quest Wor Bro Alan Godsmark
attempting to discover the true name of  Grand Herald:
Most High, a tradition that derives from 1 Rt Wor Bro John Ellsworth
mystical Jewish text, The Zohar. Grand Stewards:
Dr. Bogdan also noted how many ei Wor Bro Heinz Walter, Wor Bro Peter Ganzer

masonic documents specifically mentionec ~ Others:
Kabbalah. Rt Wor Bro John Ryan, Wor Bro Grah

The closing presentation was By. Robert ~ Ross, Wor Bro Ernie Smith
Peter of the University of Szeged, Hunge
who argued that there has been a tenden:
overemphasise the Newtonian, deistic
secular aspects of masonic ideology at
expense of the mythic, hermetic and religi
aspects’ and it was precisely this curious
of apparently contradictory strains that distin
guished masonic lodges from other associg-
tions in the Enlightenment.

As such Freemasonry probably mirrored
Enlightenment itself, embracing as it did
seemingly disparate strains of reason or
one hand, and mysticism on the other.

Such a conclusion seemed a fitting end
successful conference which was, after
subtitled ‘many faiths, one brotherhood'.

Accompanying the Grand Master, the Deput
Grand Master and the Assistant Grand Maste

The Canonbury Masonic Research Centre
was founded in 1998 in order to facilitate
the study of subjects related to Freemasonryj
and its place in the Western mystery
traditions, in an attempt to bridge the gap
between Masonic and academic scholar-
ship.
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Two members of Ashton Lodge, Wao
Bro James Robertson and Br
Zoltan Swain had a two week tour o
western Queensland earlier this yea
Here are the impressions they gained !
their visit to some remote Queenslan
towns.

After flying from Brisbane to Rockhamptc
they hired a four-wheel drive which stc
them in good stead for the 2000km
journey through the outback of this vast state.

The first stop was Blackwater and then ¢
the next two weeks visited Emerald, Bar;

caldine, Blackall, Aramac, Longrea "' $ % # 0! 0
Winton, Hughenden, Richmond, Julia Cre I !
Cloncurry and finally Mt Isa. 5665 !

At Barcaldine, a visit to Comet Lodge v $ A 7

high on the agenda. It was not only beci
Jim’s grandfather became a member of

Lodge in 1892, it was also a return visit o ing symbol of the Great Shearer’s Strike which

thank-you to Rt Wor Bro Kevin Kerr i resulted in the formation of the Austral

tr_avelhng all the way to Br_lsbane to atte  Labor Party and a graziers' group which |

Jim’s Installation and taking part in 1 evolved into the National Party.

Ceremony by giving the Address to the Master. A visit to Meteor Lodge at Longreach v
Zoltan was also taken up with his visitto  an interesting evening. The welcome gi

“Tree of Knowledge”a ghost gum, an endurwas tremendous, and an offer to take pa

the ceremony in the lodge room was acce
by Zoltan who acted as a Deacon during
ceremony.

Visiting Hughenden reminded them that i
situated on the edge of a vast pre-hisi
inland sea. The area was once home to I
terrestrial dinosaurs as well as marine rep!
Fossils are to be found in many of the ci
beds surrounding the town.

Travelling between Julia Creek ¢
Cloncurry created a bit ohostalgia an
excitement for our intrepid travellers.

The first was when Jim came across the “
Fence”, 10-15 kms outside Cloncurry.
brought back memories of his youth a
+ ( $ + resident of the area, and Zoltan had his
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t was with with great pleasure that mem

bers of Ashton welcomed our newl
Initiated Brother Francois Robert Jacques Le
Saveant into the Lodge.

Francois, originlly from Ris Orangis, a small tc
close to Paris France, has been a resident ¢
country for the past two years.

He has long expressed a desire to beco
Freemason, more particularly, to be a membel

Lodge which had its origins in Scottish Freemaso

In welcoming Francois at the Festive Board, L¢
Secretary Wor Bro Jim Robertson congratulate:
newest member on taking his first step and on
pleased he was in being one of his proposers.

Bro Le Saveant was welcomed into the Lodg
all present bestowing the traditional "McDuff".

encounter with wild camels roaming tt
Selwin Ranges. Also just after passing
township of Malbon, which consists of ¢
house and one public telephone, they he
stop to allow the passage of a train wi
passes over this crossing once a week!
After a short stay at Mt Isa, it was time
catch the plane home, and looking down f
a great height they both agreed whs a
Wonderful Masonic Adventure.

They originated in England over 160
years ago.

wrote Richard
Armour.
Sir Henry Cole knew exactly what
Armour was saying.
The founder of the Victoria and Albert
Museum in London had so many
Christmas greetings to send that
handwriting them was impossible.
Yet he wanted to make his friends
aware of the need to help the desti-

tute on that holiday.

The answer. In the year 1843, Sir
Henry commissioned John Calcott
Horsley to paint a card showing the
feeding and clothing of the poor.

A centre panel displayed a happy
family embracing one another, sip-
ping wine and enjoying the festivities.
(So much for good intentions. The card
drew criticism because showing a child
enjoying a sip of wine was considered
"fostering the moral corruption of chil-
dren.")

"AMerry Christmas and a Happy New
Year to You" was printed on that first
card.

Legend says Sir Henry didn't send
any cards the following year, but the
custom became popular anyway.




