NEWSLETTER OF ASHTON LODGE No 218 OF THE UNITED GRAND LODGE OF QUEENSLAND

T was a momentous occasion for members

of Ashton Lodge when the twin sons of
sitting Master Peter Casper were Initiated into
the Craft in the presence of the Grand Master,
Deputy Grand Master and Assistant Grand
Master and Officers of the United Grand
Lodge of Queendand, and witnessed by 163
Brethren from the many Lodges within its
jurisdiction.

In an impressive ceremony which was

watched over by a completely packed lodge
room, John and Andrew were impressive in
their demeanour, and as was noted by our
Grand Master, "that as twins they truly
exhibited that strange attraction for one an-
other when a certain question was asked!"

To have such a large assemblage of like
minded individuals gather to witness a solemn
ceremony is proof that there is still an interest
in the fellowship and teachings of the Craft.
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HE Initiation of John and Andrew

Cagper into Freemasonry has con-
tinued an unbroken 150 year sfather and
son relationship with the Craft.

With the formation of Lodge Judah No 388
SC, inthedaeof Victoriain November 1858,
George Casper became afoundation member,
thus he represents the first generation and the
boys Great-Gregt-Grandfather.

George hed three sons, Edward, Percy and
Arthur dl of whom were involved in Masonic
activities,

Edward (1866-1948) was Initiated firgt and
the other two were Initiated a few days goat,
Percy in adifferent Lodge.

Arthur (1876-1943) is generdion two, the
boys Great-Grandfather.

Ernest and his brother-in-law were initiated
on consecutive days in different Lodges.

Ernes (1916-1973) is generation threg, the
boys Grandfather.

Peter (present Madter of Adhton) is genera
tion four, and the boys father.

John and Andrew are the fifth documented
generdion in this family.

So from dl this we have a family whose
asoddion with Freemasonry hes  dreedy
notched up more than 150 years of sarvice to
the Craft. May it continue to do so.




ASHTON NEWS

MARCH 2009

&
( $
# ' 1y *
!
+1
-1$ +/,
n'
)
0 "1
2 &
&
3
2 & 4 5
I &
& I
"$ 5
67/
" 8 I
0 1
$ 5
2 &
90% "
&

SK any regular Lodge attender and

he will inevitably answer " meeting
and enjoying the company of brethren
from other Lodges'.

That is why members of this Lodge are so
happy to attend regular meetings.

It's getting to meet old friends, some of many
years standing, also of starting up an acquain-
tance with others with the hope that a lasting
friendship will be the outcome.

But of course, to have visitors attend your
Lodge, it is beholden of the brethren to visit
other Lodges in order that that Lodge may also
have the pleasure of having you witness their
lodge room ceremony and be welcomed by the
Junior Warden as an old friend or as a
newcomer to their festive board.

Poor distance vision is rarely caused by
genetics, says Anne Barber, an optometrist.
“It's usually caused by nearpoint stress.”

In other words, staring at your computer
screen for too long. So flex your way to 20/20
vision. Every few hours during the day, close
your eyes, tense your body, take a deep bresath,
and, after a few seconds, release your bresth
and muscles at the same time.

Tightening and releasing muscles such as the
biceps and glutes can trick involuntary muscles
like the eyes into relaxing as well.
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ritz Haber, whose

1909 development
of a process to syn-
thetically manufacture
nitrogen was perhaps
the most important in-
vention of the twenti-
eth century, since it
enabled the synthetic
manufacture of gunpowder, thus ena-
bling wars of the unprecedented scope
of World Warsl and |1, and also allowed
the manufacture of artificial fertilizers,
thusenabling the growth of world popu-
lation from under two billion in 1900 to
almost 7 billion in 2000.

Haber's story embodies the paradoxes of
science: the double edge to our manipulations
of nature, the good and evil that can flow not
only from the same man but the same
knowledge:

The discovery of synthetic nitrogen changed
everything -- not just for the corn plant and
the farm, not just for the food system, but also
for the way life on earth is conducted.

All life depends on nitrogen; it isthe building
block from which nature assembles amino
acids, proteins, and nucleic acids; the genetic
information that orders and perpetuates life is
written in nitrogen ink.

But the supply of usable nitrogen on earth is
limited, until a German Jewish chemist named
Fritz Haber figured out how to turn this trick
in 1909, all the usable nitrogen on earth had
at one time been fixed by soil bacteria living
on the roots of leguminous plants (such as
peas or afafa or locust trees) or, less
commonly, by the shock of electrical lightning,
which can break nitrogen bonds in the air,
releasing a light rain of fertility.

"Before Fritz Haber's invention the sheer

amount of life earth could support -- the size
of crops and therefore the number of human
bodies -- was limited by the amount of nitrogen
that bacteria and lightning could fix.

By 1900, European scientists recognized that
unless a way was found to augment this
naturally occurring nitrogen, the growth of the
human population would soon grind to a very
painful halt.

Thisiswhy it may not be hyperbole to claim
that the Haber-Bosch process (Carl Bosch gets
the credit for commercializing Haber's ideq)
for fixing nitrogen is the most important
invention of the twentieth century.

Geographer Vaclav Smil estimates that two
of every five humans on earth today would not
be aive if not for Fritz Haber's invention.

We can easily imagine a world without
computers or electricity, Smil points out, but
without synthetic fertilizer billions of people
would never have been born.

Fritz Haber? No, I'd never heard of him either,
even though he was awarded the Nobel Prize
in 1920 for 'improving the standards of
agriculture and the well-being of mankind.

During World War |, Haber threw himself into
the German war effort, and his chemistry kept
alive Germany's hopes for victory.

After Britain choked off Germany's supply of
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nitrates, an essential ingredient in the manufac-
ture of explosives, Haber's technology allowed
Germany to continue making bombs from
synthetic nitrate.

Later, asthewar became mired in thetrenches
of France, Haber put his genius for chemistry
to work developing poison gases-ammonia,
then chlorine. (He subsequently developed
Zyklon B, the gas used in Hitler's concentration
camps.)

On April 22, 1915, Haber was on the front
lines directing the first gas attack in military
history.

His ‘triumphant' return to Berlin was ruined
a few days later when his wife, a fellow
chemist sickened by her husband's contribution
to the war effort, used Haber's army pistol to
kill herself.

Though Haber later converted to Christianity,
his Jewish background forced him to flee Nazi
Germany in the thirties; he died, broken, in a
Basel hotel room in 1934.

Perhaps because the history of science gets
written by the victors, Fritz Haber's story has
been al but written out of the twentieth
century.

Not even a plague marks the site of his great
discovery at the University of Karlsruhe.

Michagel Pollan, The Omnivore's Dilemma,
Penguin, Copyright 2006 by Michael Pollan.

Saturday morning | got up early,
dressed quietly, made my lunch,
grabbed the dog, slipped quietly
into the garage to hook the boat up
to the truck, and proceeded to back
out into a torrential downpour.

The wind was blowing 80 kph. |
pulled back into the garage, turned
on the radio, and discovered that
the weather would be bad through-
out the day.

| went back into the house, quietly
undressed, and slipped back into
bed. There | cuddled up to my wife's
back, now with a different anticipa-
tion, and whispered, 'The weather
out there is terrible.’

My loving wife of 20 years replied,
‘Can you believe my stupid husband
is out fishing in that shit?'

| still don't know to this day if she
was joking, but I've stopped fishing.

At the February meeting, Bro Steve Groan
a visitor from England, made a presentation
of a travelling gavel on
behaf of his Lodge,

Goffs Oak Lodge No
7169 GLE.

This Gavel was made
to commemorate his
visit to Australia, and
he requested that we pass
it on when visiting Lodges and that during its
travels from Lodge to Lodge, its whereabouts
be kept known to Geoffs Oak, by e-mailing
to: secretary@gqoffsoaklodge.or g.uk

Accompanying The Gavel is a diary which
lists the names of Lodges it has "visited" and
it is hoped that one day it will circle the world
and arrive back to its place of origin.

In making the presentation, Bro Groan
extended fraternal greetings from the mem-
bers of his Lodge
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he significance of the Eagle Street Fig Trees
are important in demonstrating the evolution

or pattern of Queensland's history.

The Fig Trees or Plantation Reserve is
important because it survives as a remnant of
the development of the area during the first
half of the nineteenth century.

Early photographs of the area show rows of
horse and carts lined up to service the wharf
area and adjacent warehouses.

The area was established as a Reserve in the
late 19th Century to provide an area for the
carriers to rest and refresh themselves amidst
an area of high activity.

As a representative of a mid-Victorian era
Reserve, the Eagle Street Fig Trees demon-
strate rare, uncommon or endangered aspects
of Queensland's cultural heritage.

Located in a busy trading precinct, the Eagle
Street Fig Trees provided workmen with
respite from the hectic wharf trading area.

The Fig Trees have retained this function in
their current setting.

The Eagle Street Fig Trees have landmark
value at the intersection of severa magor
streets in Brisbane's central business district
and provide shade and visual amenity.

The small triangular reserve at the intersec-
tion of Eagle, Elizabeth and Creek Streets was
granted to the North Brisbane Municipal
Council by Queen Victoria, signed by the
Governor of Queensland, Sir Henry Wiley
Norman, on 16th May 1889.

It was gazetted on 17th May 1889 as, 745
Folio 210 101/11 perches Reserve for
Plantation, urinal etc. only and for no other
purpose whatsoever Rent:1 peppercorn per
year if demanded by the Queen Victoria and
her heirs forever. Mineral Rights reserved by
the Crown.

The land could be resumed if these condi-
tions were not observed.

Walter Hill planted the three fig trees located
on the site.

He was appointed Brisbane's first superinten-
dent of the Brisbane Botanic Gardens in 1855
and remained a key figure in the management
of the Gardens until 1881.

Public toilets were constructed on the reserve
but were removed in the 1970's.

The area has been paved and 19th Century
reproduction light fittings have been installed,
as well as facilities such as garbage containers
and seats.The reserve is a triangular island
located at the intersection of Eagle, Elizabeth
and Creek Streets.

The site, consisting of a partially paved and
landscaped area, is dominated by the huge fig
trees that provide a striking visual effect in the
business precinct of the Eagle Street area.

The reserve is planted with three fig trees,
two White Figs (Ficus virens) and one Banyan
Fig (Ficus benghalensis).

The branches of the Banyan Figs are sup-
ported with prop roots that develop from the
aeria roots that are produced to gather mois-
ture from the atmosphere.

The White Fig is taller than the Banyan and
has pale green foliage which first appears as
a shade of pink or bronze.

This species is found occurring naturally in
Queensland and throughout tropical Asia.

There are two interpretive bronze plagues
located on site. The first of the bronze plagues
is mounted on a small plinth and contains an
engraved inscription.

The inscription describes the natural features
of the site as it was in 1889, the history of the
site prior to 1889 and the role it played in the
commercial activities of the area.

The second plague contains a map showing
the course of the creek that originaly flowed
through the site.

-- Qld Gov. Enviormental Protection Agency
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Cane Toads were introduced in 1932
into North Queensland all the way
from South America and was supposed
to eat the cane grubs and beetles that
wer e destroying sugar cane production.

The trouble is, someone forgot to tell the
toads what they were there for. Cane toads, we
soon learned, have a voracious appetite and
will attempt to eat almost anything that moves
and can fit in its mouth.

of Records as the largest recorded specimen.

It reportedly weighed 2.65 kg and measured
38 cm from snout to vent, or 54 centimetres
when fully extended. They have a life expec-
tancy of 10 to 15 yearsin the wild and as long
as 20 years in captivity.

Male Cane Toads are smaller and wartier than
females. During the breeding season males
develop dark lumps (nuptial pads) on their first
two fingers; these help them cling to females
while mating.

This includes insects,
mice and even ping-
pong balls!

Their adaptation to the
environment has been
one of the greatest envi-
ronmental disasters in
our short history.

The 102 cane toads
released soon became
countless hordes.

When you consider
that one female can lay
up to 40,000 fertilised
eggs at a time, severa
times a year, it doesn't
take long before they
are everywhere, and in-

Their mating call is
a loud purring trill.

They sit upright and
are active in the day-
timein dense clusters.

Cane Toad tadpoles
are shiny black on top
and have a plain dark
belly and a short thin
tail. They are smaller
(less than 3.5 cm
long) than most na-
tive tadpoles and of-
ten gather in huge
numbers in shalow
water. Cane Toad
spawn is unique in
Austradia Itislaid in
long strings of trans-
parent jelly enclosing
double rows of black

< eggs. Thegpawn tangles
( " in dense dak messes

deed they are, right

through North Queens-

land, northern New

South Wales and the , _
Northern Territory. ( W1 ‘E‘ o %
Cane Toads (Bufo $ &
marinus) are large

heavily-built amphibianswith adry warty skin.

They have a bony head and over their eyes
are bony ridges that meet above the nose.

They sit upright and move in short rapid hops.

Ther hind feet have leathery webbing between the
toes and their front feet are unwebbed.

Cane Toads may be grey, yellowish, olive-
brown or reddish-brown, and their bellies are
pale with dark mottling. Average-sized adults
are 10-15 cm long. "Prinsen”, a toad kept as a
pet in Sweden, is listed by the Guinness Book

aound water plants, and
hangsin ropy strandsif picked up.All stages of the
Cane Toad's life-cycle are poisonous. The
venom produced by the parotoid glands acts
principally on the heart. No humans have died
in Australia from Cane Toad poison but
overseas, people have died after eating toads
and even soup made from boiled toad eggs.

("Cane Toad" is also a colloquial term for
an inhabitant of Queensland, particularly the
state's Sate of Origin football team members
and supporters).
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N the 1960s, while studying the vol-

canic history of Yellowstone National
Park, Bob Christiansen of the United
Sates Geological Survey became puzzled
about something: ... he couldn't find the
park's volcano.

By coincidence just at this time NASA
decided to test some new high-altitude cameras
by taking photographs of Yellowstone, copies
of which some thoughtful official passed on to
the park authorities on the assumption that they

might make a nice blow-up for one of the
visitors' centers.

As soon as Christiansen saw the photos he
realised why he had failed to spot the volcano.

Virtudly the whole park -- 2.2 million
acres--was a volcano.

The explosion had left acrater more than forty
miles across -- much too huge to be perceived
from anywhere at ground level.

At some time in the past Yellowstone must
have blown up with a violence far beyond the
scale of anything known to humans.

Yellowstone, it turns out, is a super volcano.
It sits on top of an enormous hot spot, a
reservoir of molten rock that rises from at least
125 miles down in the Earth.

The heat from the hot spot is what powers all
of Yellowstone's vents, geysers, hot springs,
and popping mud pots.

Imagineapileof TNT about the size of Rhode
Island and reaching eight miles into the sky, to
about the height of the highest cirrus clouds,

and you have some idea of what visitors to
Yellowstone are shuffling around on top of.

Since its first known eruption 16.5 million
years ago, the Yellowstone volcano has blown
up about a hundred times, but the most recent
three eruptions are the ones that get written
about.

Thelast eruption was athousand times greater
than that of Mount St. Helens; the one before
that was 280 times bigger, and the one before
was at least twenty-five hundred times greater
than . Helens.

The Yellowstone eruption of two million
years ago put out enough ash to bury New York
State to a depth of sixty-seven feet, or
California to a depth of twenty.

All of thiswas hypothetically interesting until
1973, when geologists did a survey and
discovered that a large area of the park had
developed an ominous bulge.

The geologists realized that only one thing
could cause this -- a restless magma chamber.

Yellowstone wasn't the site of an ancient
super volcano; it was the site of an active one.

It was also at about this time that they were
ableto work out that the cycle of Yellowstone's
eruptions averaged one massive blow every
600,000 yearsThe last one, interestingly
enough, was 630,000 years ago. Yellowstone,
it appears, is due.
Bill Bryson, A Short History of Nearly
Everything, Copyright 2003 by Bill Bryson,



